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“I am very very intent on careful and adequate presentation of the Ceremonies.  
If we are motivated from the Soul rather than the intellect, anyone who follows 
the full and intelligent sequence of the rituals can come to The Light, rather 

than to a heap of erudition. 
 

The Soul is eternal, so only needs awakening, not ‘teaching’.  It is only by 
habit that we think we can progress on “information”. 

 
 

F.L. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
Gentle Reader, 
 

Here we are, four years later, presenting to you our Volume III 
of The Lantern.  We do sincerely hope that our Volumes I and II 
have born some fruit, and that you are now ready for some more 
‘food for higher thought’. 

 
We begin Volume III with our main essay Berashith, the work of 

Frank Salt, a long time member of Dr. R. W. Felkin’s Smaragdum 
Thallasses, where he was known by his sacramental name or Motto 
Fiat Lux.  Within Berashith are instructions on applying a mystical 
approach to interpreting the Hebrew letters, treating them as 
evocative symbols capable of revealing their own divine meaning 
or force.  When rightly understood and applied to various divine 
names etc, the forces of the individual letters are combined to 
represent unique composite forces. An example of this approach 
might condense, for instance, the meaning of the ending Aleph 
Lamed (AL, often terminating the names of Angels and Arch-
Angels), as Power (Aleph) in Extension (Lamed). The advanced 
Adept should immediately see the application of this approach to 
many of the Order’s methods of teaching, not least of which is the 
Vibratory Formular of Pronouncing Divine Names, production of 
Talismanic Images, and for assisting in obtaining the inner 
meaning of the Tarot.  

 
During his life Fiat Lux submitted this manuscript to various 

occult publishers but without so much as a nibble, its contents 
considered too “dense” for the consuming public Golden Dawn 
community.  With this Volume III we fulfill his wish that this 
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system or method of approach be available to those with ears to 
listen. 

 
Following this important work we produce copies of the 22 

Tarot Trumps as issued in the Temples of the Stella Matutina, 
including the Smaragdum Thallasses Temple in New Zealand. 
While these images have been available on the internet for some 
time, they are produced here in hard copy for posterity.  The cards 
were issued to members of the 5=6, and usually painted after the 
6=5, upon receiving full instruction of the Four Colour Scales, and 
appropriately consecrated by the Adeptus Major. Rumours 
amongst the Whare Ra Adepti indicated that Westcott worked 
with Felkin to produce this deck, hinting at a post G.D. 
collaboration born out further in Westcott’s personal diary which 
states that he received the S.M. 7=4 from Felkin1. 

 
Next we have a collection of papers on The Elementals.  

Members of the Outer Order were gradually introduced to each of 
the Elemental Powers as they progressed through the Grades, and 
were encouraged to perceive this quaternary both within their own 
natures, as well as in the external world and the subtle forces 
which animate it.  Presented here are the relevant papers on the 
earthy Gnomes, the airy Sylphs, the watery Undines and the fiery 
Salamanders. 

 
A modern interpretation of the modus operandi of the Order 

is that it was more akin to a school or perhaps a magical university, 
where syllabus and papers are provided for the eager student to 
learn and to pass the necessary examinations – not too dissimilar 

 
1 Dated January 17th 1916 – “I received from Felkin his German Grade 
7=4. The [this?] agreed to my notes on the Continental Rosics in my 
Data.” 
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to the popular fiction of Harry Potter and “Hogwarts”.  This view 
has largely developed in the absence of direct knowledge about 
how the Order actually operated, gleaned from reading books 
purporting to be about the Order, and extrapolated based on a 
natural tendancy to want to be told, and habit gained through early 
and prolonged exposure to the education system, where being 
taught and regurgitating “facts” is the predominant approach.  
This is a far cry from the reality of the situation. Each member was 
expected to follow a structured daily discipline of ritual, 
meditation, prayer, exercise and study, not too dissimilar (although 
obviously less extreme) to the routine of a devout monk or nun in 
a religious order.  We publish here the Outer Order Daily Rhythms 
for the Grades of Neophyte to Philosophus as a part of each member’s 
daily routine.  Similar Daily Rhythms were provided for the higher 
Grades also.  We trust that some will introduce this practice of 
discipline into their own routine. 

 
Presented here for the first time is an interesting little Ritual 

used in the early days of the Stella Matutina and “Whare Ra”, 
although likely performed on only a few occasions.  The dynamic 
movement of The Dance of the Zodiac, not too dissimilar to the 
hypnotic patterns of a kaleidoscope, weaving in and amongst 
familiar symbology in what must be seen as a work of a 
kinaesthetic meditation of a single group mind.  D.P. provides an 
excellent introduction to help set the scene. 

 
Next are three papers2 on Early Stella Matutina Administration 

Instructions, containing the names and duties of various senior Adepti 

 
2 The first instruction is undated, but contains the Motto of Neville 
Meakin (Ex Oriente Lux), placing its writing sometime before Meakin’s 
premature death in 1912, and most likely pre 1910.  The second 
instruction is for the absence of the Felkins while in New Zealand, and is 
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appointed to Offices of the Order for Ceremonial, or for members 
to contact to receive practical instruction and examination in 
specific subjects of study.  Readers more familiar with Order history 
will see many familiar names within these instructions. 

 
Our first two volumes have revealed in a few places previously 

unknown historical information relating to the Order.  This 
volume is no different.  Following the Dance of the Zodiac is the 
paper titled: Address by M.C. in Big Room on Recent History of the Order, 
in which G.H. Chief Sor. Maim Chioth mentions the fragility of 
the early Stella Matutina.  The “Big Room” refers to one of the 
rooms at Whare Ra where the Chiefs and some of the senior 
members sometimes gave addresses to the assembled members, 
and on this occasion the address was delivered in 1953.  M.C. 
mentions that the Order went into abeyance for a number of years 
before Dr. Felkin pulled together two of the old Adepti to help 
revive it and assist to admit Ms & Mrs Felkin plus one other, thus 
beginning a new cycle of activity culminating in the establishment 
of the H.O. 49 in 1912.  Interestingly, this cycle was repeated with 
the closure of that Temple some 66 years later, and the subsequent 
work undertaken by various Adepti to re-establish the Order. 

 
As would seem appropriate to this aspect of M.C.’s address, 

we finish this, our 3rd volume of The Lantern, with transcribed 
copies of three letters from 1978.  In The Order in Abeyance we 
present the letter that the three G.H. Chiefs of the Order sent to 
the membership informing them of the closure of the Temple, the 

 
dated 1912.  The last instruction is dated 1915, and was left for the three 
V.H. Sorores charged with administration of the UK Temples in the 
absence of the Felkins, who were then immigrating to New Zealand 
permanently after a brief return to the U.K. following their 1912 visit to 
the Antipodes. 
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letter the last Senior Chief of “Whare Ra” John von Dadelszen 
(G.H. Chief Fra. A Beau Sion 9=2) wrote3 personally to Frank Salt 
informing him of the closure, and Frank Salt’s subsequent 
response requesting various papers be sent so that he might re-
establish the Order if the opportunity arose4.  John von Dadelszen 
and Frank Salt had known each other for a very long time, with 
familiarity and respect underpinning the tone of the letters. Both 
were trustees of Mrs Felkin’s Tauhara Trust, so the reference by 
John von Dadelszen to Tauhara should be read in that light. 

 
We do hope that you have opened these covers with a sense 

of excitement, and close them again with some insight and 
motivation to continue your own Work, and that this and our 
previous volumes have brought you a little closer to that Order 
which has been so dear to many of us in New Zealand. 

 
Greatful thanks to L.V.L. for editing and preparing F.L.’s 

manuscript, to A.P. for her assistance with this volume, and to S. 
for diligently packaging The Lantern and sending them to our 
patrons.  D.P. has also been a solid contributor to all of our 
volumes and a supportive collaborator, and in my humble view 
deserves special acknowledgment and thanks.  
 
 

O.A. 

 
3 The letter was written on a Saturday and dated 23rd September 1978, a 
significant date in the G.D. calendar, the date of the Vernal Equinox. 
4 He was later joined in this task by former Order Chief Archie Shaw 
(G.H Chief Fra. Archernar) who assisted in the ceremonial transmission 
of the higher Grades, 6=5 member Percy Wlkinson (V.H. Fra. Laudate 
Dominum) and Chief of the Sun Order Beryl Renn (Fratrix Metatron) 
who provided papers filling in many of the gaps in the curriculum. 
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BERASHITH – AN INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Berashith is one of a series of important papers written by Fiat 

Lux, the very last person to hold the post of Demonstrator (‘teacher’ 
or ‘instructor’) in the last Temple of the Order of the Golden Dawn 
to survive in the world. In many ways this Temple, the Smaragdum 
Thallasses, but also popularly known as Whare Ra (‘House of Ra’), 
was perhaps the most impressive and successful of all the Golden 
Dawn Temples. It boasted its own building, architecturally designed 
specifically for the ceremonies of the Order, and throughout its 66 
years of existence some 500-600 men and women passed through 
the portals of initiation. It was opened in Havelock North, New 
Zealand by Dr. Robert W. Felkin (1856-1926) in 1912 and closed its 
doors for the final time in late 1978.  
 

Fiat Lux (Frank Salt) joined the Order as a teenager of just 19 
years in 1936 and it remained the central pivot of his life. He died in 
1994 aged 78 and up until his last few days he was helping students 
drawn to the Golden Dawn methods, and writing papers to guide 
them. Although the Second World War was to interrupt Fiat Lux’s 
progress through the Grades of the Order when he returned from 
active service in 1945 he progressed rapidly, eventually rising to that 
of Exempt Adept 7=4 and becoming a Temple Chief in 1959. 

 
As was the case with many adepts of Whare Ra the Order was 

very much a family affair for Fiat Lux: both his father (the Reverend 
Gilbert Salt) and mother were members as were his older sister and 
one brother. Indeed, the sister Joan was as passionate about the 
Order as her brother Frank and in the 1930s she travelled to Britain 
for the express purpose of spending some months with the 
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members and Chiefs of the Amoun and Hermes temples. Had she 
not tragically died of a brain tumour in the 1940s undoubtedly she 
would have become a leading figure among the senior Adepts. 
 

The Hebrew word Berashith is the title of the biblical Book of 
Genesis and indeed is the very first word of that book. It is often 
translated as “In the beginning…” and has been said to literally 
mean “at or in the head”. The term, and the concept it embraces, 
has been much studied over thousands of years by mystics and 
religious students alike. It was also of huge significance to magicians 
of the Golden Dawn and a number of them wrote several papers 
(largely unpublished) expounding on the mysteries within the book 
and within the very word itself. Fiat Lux chose it as the title for this 
lengthy paper on the 22 Hebrew letters, and he chose it deliberately. 
The first, and perhaps most obvious, reason is that he believed, like 
generations of Kabbalists before him, that the Hebrew letters not 
only possess immense magical power but are, in fact, the source of 
all manifestation and existence. Indeed, ancient Kabbalist 
manuscripts discourse on the role played by each letter in bringing 
the universe into existence and why, for example, the Hebrew letter 
Beth was chosen by the Creator to be the very first letter of “The 
Book of Beginnings”. 
 

But there was another more subtle reason why Fiat Lux chose 
this title. Throughout his writings and private discussions with 
students he emphasized that the Golden Dawn was not “a teaching 
Order”. It is not, he would emphasize, a “school” and still less a 
“university for occultists”. Given the vast corpus of Golden Dawn 
manuscripts requiring study by the Adept and especially given the 
role of Fiat Lux as Demonstrator this may appear a curious stance 
for him to take. The answer lies in his fervent belief that in order to 
become an Adept one had to enter and experience the mysteries of 
the Order. This experience, he believed, transcended the limits of 

22



THE LANTERN – Berashith 
____________________________________ 

 

knowledge. By its very nature the secrets and power it contains can 
never be taught and is not to be found in “paper knowledge”. The 
process of proceeding from Neophyte to Adept was seen by Fiat 
Lux as one of transformation and transmutation not one of 
acquiring knowledge of things that cannot be known in the normal 
sense. “Thou canst not enter the Holy Place by reading” was a 
maxim he repeated frequently to his students and in this context he 
stressed the importance of magical ceremonies and rituals which 
literally changed the way a budding magician saw and experienced 
life in the world. He believed that this was perfectly expressed in a 
line from the ritual for the very first Grade of the Sephiroth of 
Malkuth, or Earth, when the candidate is told “Prepare to enter the 
Immeasurable Region”. This very first step into becoming a 
magician and Adept involves entering a region that is immeasurable; 
it cannot be measured. When we take that first step we enter a region 
that is not only unknown, but it is one that cannot be known in 
mundane terms. It cannot be explained or learnt about in any book. 
It can only be experienced. 
 

The role of books and papers, and indeed that of Demonstrator 
itself, is not to teach and pass over secrets that cannot be disclosed. 
Rather, their role can be seen in the word “prepare”. Through study 
and meditation the aspirant is “prepared” for what Fiat Lux believed 
was the vital and immense step of entering a mysterious region 
which is the beginning and ending of the secret of existence. It is 
the Berashith, the Genesis of our very being as humans. 
 

It is fervently hoped that by making Fiat Lux’s paper on the 
magical alphabet publicly available there will be some who become 
better “prepared to enter the Immeasurable Region”. 

 
D.P. 
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Chapter I  
 

Of The Hebrew Alphabet 
 

 
Of The Letter YOD 

  
Thus is written the simplest and most potent letter of 
the Hebrew Alphabet.  It is the root of all the letters.  It 
is the first Letter of the ineffable Name, I H V H  which 
none can speak, yet which says all things when properly 

understood. 
 

It is, in English, the letter “I” or “Y”, which carries much the 
same significance as a glyph.  It is also transliterated as “J” as in 
“Joshua”.  It is the tenth letter, and has the mystical value of 10, the 
renewal of the digital sequence, bearing a deeply significant 
relationship to the first letter, Aleph, as Noah is tenth from Adam. 
 

It is phallic in symbolism, as the primal creative urge, that which, 
being the origin, has no origin, yet precipitates existence.  It is the 
primal Point from which each and every thing is caused to exist.  
The Central Point of that circle whose centre is everywhere and 
whose circumference is nowhere.  Potential Existence.  That which 
is not, yet has the capacity in any manner whatever, regardless of 
dimension or time.  In-finite.  It occupies every point in infinity of 
space, time, mood, caprice, idea or motion.  Relative to nothing, 0, 
it is the One thing, 1, hence 10, related to all things, renewing all 
being from within Itself.  The Centre which emanates All. 
 

With SIX exceptions, Hebrew letters are written as in a great 
square divided by a cross into four lesser squares, and read from 
right to left.  As the Point of Origin, YOD is written in the top of 
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the top right lesser square; the least in size of all the letters.  The 
English spelling YOD indicates that it may be spoken as “I”, “J”, or 
“Y”.  As a word it consists of two letters, “ID” or “YD”, meaning 
the ‘hand’ -- held up creatively -- as distinct from the succeeding 
letter “KAPH”, which is the ‘hand’ cupped to receive, or ‘fist’ -- 
closed to retain and to grasp.  In our bible the word YOD is 
translated by some 74 words in our tongue, which suggests the 
extremely abstract concept of the letter even when modified by the 
second letter, D, in YD.  All the words used so far in this tribute to 
the letter YOD are but pointers towards the core of its true 
significance. 
 

In symbolism, we have met the creator of the mystical Hebrew 
Alphabet.  In humility, it stands not at the beginning, but tucked ten 
letters later in a series of 22, five of which change both form and 
meaning when they appear at the end of a word, making a total of 
27 signs in all.  Of the 22, one extends above the top of the great 
square and one dips below it.  Of the five final forms, one extends 
to the left of the Great Square while four descend below it.  In 
essence each letter suggests an activity rather than an object, while 
the end form of the five ‘finals’ suggest the activity accomplished. 
 

However, the essence of each letter is extremely abstract and 
only with practice and heightened insight can one approach the 
concept it evokes.  Two letters can form a root-word rather more 
accessible to our finite minds, usually it takes three letters to convey 
a root or radical idea.  A “root” word is always an activity, a verb.  
From the radical verb all other parts of speech are derived. 
 

But the radix of all words is the Letter YOD. 
 

In human terms, YOD symbolises MOTIVE, the underlying 
cause of any action, the Will, FIRE. 
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Of The Letter ALEPH 
 

As YOD is, as it were, the hidden source of all 
manifestation, the Father of expression, so the letter 
ALEPH, the first utterance, is one of the Three Mother 
Letters, Aleph, Mem, and Shin, though little may be here 

said as to why they are called the Three Mothers. 
 

Hieroglyphically, Aleph fills all four of the lesser squares of the 
Great Square in which the signs are drawn. 
 

Seated in its own lesser square, the top right one, is the letter 
YOD.  Diagonally opposite, in the lower left square, the YOD 
appears as seated on the Earth, reflected and established, while 
between these flashes a great YOD running from the top of the top 
left-hand lesser square to the very bottom of the lower right-hand 
square, uniting and expressing both YODs, thus forming and 
expressing the Triple Unity, for the value of ALEPH is ONE.  Thus 
it symbolises the opening of the glottis in preparation to utter the 
Word.  Mystical Hebrew has no vowels, it was devised to be studied 
in silence, not spoken casually.  Abraham is said to come from “Ur 
of Chaldea”.  Now there never was any geographical state as 
Chaldea.  The “Chaldeans” were a mystery system having several 
centres throughout the Arab world.  Abraham, if we are to consider 
him as an actual figure, probably spoke Arabic.  His 12 great-
grandsons moved into Egypt, and after 400 years there is most 
unlikely that they spoke classical or mystical Hebrew.  Why our 
translators changed to “Ur” from the Hebrew “Aur”, is unknown, 
but the word used is the same word translated as “Light” in Genesis, 
“Let there be Light”, AUR, and retained in our “aura”. 
 

Aleph, therefore, the first emergence from potentiality into 
actuality.  In Hebrew it is the word for “ox”, the sole source of 
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Power to the Hebrew, thus it is the All Power.  Today we see it 
physically as solar or atomic Power, that dynamism which drives all 
things from spiritual to material.  Primal Energy itself on all planes.  
The same Power we share in thought, word and deed.  The one 
limitless Power activating and animating all things, including 
consciousness itself, symbolised by the Element Air, sustainer of 
Life, the inspiration of all, the instigation of all.  Two YODs, one 
reflecting the other, while the great Third YOD flashes into being 
produced by them, uniting them.  The triple Unity, the Son without 
whom neither Father or Mother can exist as such.  Consciousness.  
Awareness of Being.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the 
beginning with God.  All things were made by Him; and without 
Him was not anything made that was made.  In Him was Life; and 
the Life was the Light of men.  And the Light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it not.” [John 1: 1-5].  Thus is 
epitomised the first two chapters of Genesis.  This is ALEPH.  That 
boundless, free, ever flowing Power which leaps and darts 
throughout the hidden depths of the universe, animating all things, 
unifying all things, as the breath of the Cosmos.  Thus, AIR is one 
of the Three Principals, FIRE, AIR, WATER, culminating in Earth, 
physical living. 

8
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Of The Letter BETH 
 

BYTh occupies all four lesser squares.  The top two 
carry the radical YOD as roof, linked by a vertical line 
down the right side to a floor running across the bottom 
two squares, but a fraction in from the extreme right 

side.  BETH means a House, when spelled at length, and the 
importance of a house is not the walls, but the space within and its 
purpose.  Hence “interior activity and virility” is its inner meaning.  
Home of the family as self procreating and expanding.  “Be ye 
fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth” was the purpose given 
Adam and Eve.  BETH suggests this in human terms, and in the 
individual, all the activity of spiritual growth, union of soul and 
mind, or conscious and subconscious minds productively, 
producing the “Son of Man”.  A concept worthy of much reflection 
rather than any further attempt here to define or otherwise limit the 
significance of BETH. 
 

Beth, also translated “daughter”, is the first of the Seven Double 
Letters.  The “Seven Daughters” as they are known.  It has the 
numerical value of TWO, and duality is also seen as feminine, the 
reflection.  They are termed “double” Letters because each has two 
meanings, male and female, positive and negative.  Thus, Polarity. 
 

Virility and sterility, Life and Death, are meanings of BETH. 
 

As interior action, the letter BETH at the start of a word is 
crudely translated “in”, but as the first Letter of Genesis it is worthy 
of infinitely more than just “IN the beginning”.  For BERASHITH 
is a very profound expression.  There never was a temporal 
“beginning”.  So our translation is hopelessly inadequate.  But then 
so is all mystical Hebrew incapable of literal translation, and perhaps 
our hapless translators did their best at the level of the common 
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man.  The very absurdity of the creation story as we have it impels 
us to dig beneath the surface.  Vegetation appears on the Third Day, 
but no sun or moon until the Fourth!  Such blatant absurdity was 
the bait used by the authors of Genesis to whet our appetites to use 
our God-given quest for Reality.  Genius because it satisfies the 
masses, turns away the dabbler and rewards the serious seeker by 
the simplest of devices.  It all makes sense when seriously and 
intuitionally studied.  Moses was no fool.  No myth survives unless 
it rings a bell somewhere within us.  “Seek and ye shall find”, but 
only when spiritually motivated.  Scores of books have been written 
by would-be authorities on the True Word, but that word is 
communicated only in silence and from within, BETH.  The magical 
beginning to a mystical experience of Reality, the mystery of our 
very being. 

10
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Of The Letter GIMEL 
 

The third Letter, GIMEL, meaning literally, CAMAL, 
occupies only the right half of the Great Square.  In the 
top right lesser again stands the basic YOD; in the lower 
square is its reflection, the two being linked as in BETH 

by a narrow vertical line reaching down to earth, seat of reflection.  
In form it thus represents its inner meaning, again very abstract, 
implying communication, productive co-operation between that 
which is above and that which is below, spirit and mind, Creator and 
creature, always in a productive way.  It signifies giving birth to 
something, hieroglyphically.  Thus the camel, as in a caravan for 
trade, a canal, for the same purpose, but as always it is the activity 
rather than the object implied.  The throat, as a passage for the voice, 
the modulation of AIR to a purpose. 
 

The second of the Seven Double Letters, it is related to peace 
and strife as the pair of opposites, and to the symbol of the moon, 
as reflecting the sun.  “As above, so below” but there must be 
productive communication or neither is alive, and Hebrew is a very 
vital language.  It speaks of Living, not of things.  Our worldly life 
reflects the spiritual, it is the incarnation of Spirit. 
 

“Outward and physical expression” the Key-word clue. 
 

As the third Letter, GIMEL suggests the Triad, with the Son as 
the outward and physical expression of the Infinite.  On a lesser arc, 
GIMEL, communication between the spiritual and mortal man, 
suggests meditation, which should have outward expression to be 
fruitful. Positive and active meditation, the activity of turning ideas 
over in the mind while focused on a purposeful topic, so that the 
conscious and subconscious mind truly reflect the interplay of spirit 
and matter productively, with positive intent, with the positive and 
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active mental plane drawing on the passive plane of the soul via 
subconsciousness, giving birth to new concepts here and now.  
Productive communication - GIMEL. 
 

Enough hints are given in these notes to stimulate the search for 
the fuller personal insight into the abstract idea living behind the 
glyph concerned.  It is not what you know but that you know.  
Meditation is more specifically covered by one of the Twelve Simple 
Letters, but one step at a time is enough. 
 

FIVE Letters occupy only one side of the Great Square, 
GIMEL, VAU, ZAYIN, YOD, and NUN. 
 

Only the right-hand side is given in these notes, but, using the 
symbolism of the Four Lesser Squares as you find developed 
throughout the series, try moving them to the left-hand side and 
reflect on the similarity.  For example, the YOD in the Chamber of 
the Son, “I and My Father are ONE”.  This exercise will be more 
significant after studying the whole alphabet. 
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Of The Letter DALETH 
 

DALETH means literally “DOOR”, numerical value 
Four.  In form it consists of the YOD across both upper 
parts of the Greater Square, but lacks the downward tip 
at the right.  A little in from the right is a thin vertical 

line down to earth in the lower right quarter.  All letters must be 
carefully and accurately drawn to make instant impact through to 
the subconscious storehouse.  If the right end of the top line is not 
square and the vertical line not in a little from that end, the letter is 
easily misread as RESH.  If, in error, you read it so, the subconscious 
will react accordingly.  In all esoteric work care and attention to 
detail is vital.  Sloppy work -- sloppy results.  That is why these notes 
give graphic detail of the proportions of each letter, using the 
division of the Greater Square into four lesser squares; 4 = 
DALETH. 
 

The idea of “door” brings us back to BETH, a house, the family 
home, while the productive GIMEL suggests children growing and 
passing out the “door” to start a new family. 
 

“Growth by division” is the Key-word clue for DALETH.  The 
cells of our body grow by division.  One becomes two, two become 
four, four become eight ad infinitum.  DALETH, the Door suggests 
such growth to abundance.  Fruitfulness, harvest, as the quaternary 
is the earthly manifestation of the Triad, its fulfilment.  “Be ye 
fruitful and multiply and replenish the Earth”, the only 
commandment given in Eden.  DALETH is related to Venus, 
goddess of fertility, and as another “Double Letter” or daughter, it 
has two poles of meaning.  “Wisdom and Folly” are the poles.  A 
door admits or excludes.  So does our self-defence system, as a 
subconscious but active reflex.  Venus is also goddess of childbirth.  
In a sense the fruit of GIMEL. 
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The many ideas arising from the word “door” are quite easy to 

find by the individual.  But to see all these Signs as conscious 
activities, MODES OF CONSCIOUSNESS, is important.  While 
GIMEL is potentially productive, demanding expression, 
DALETH is the fulfilment of that demand, again as the Triad 
producing the Fourth, DALETH, abundant growth by division, not 
by conquest.  So the Divine Spark within us grows and glows from 
within itself, not by taking from outside.  We are learning how to 
open the Door between the individual and the cosmic mind safely.  
“Wisdom and Folly”, use the door wisely.  It also provides 
protection from outside folly. 
 

As we attain maturity we open the DALETH of our BETH and 
the whole world is at our doorstep; ready, ripe, abundant. 
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Of The Letter HEH 
 

HEH (pronounced Hay), “WINDOW”, numerical 
value, 5, the first of the Twelve Simple Letters, signifies 
“LIFE – the abstract idea of BEING” as the Key-
words.  The two upper lesser squares contain a long 

letter YOD, linked to earth by a thin vertical line down the outer 
edge of the right side of the Greater Square, but across the top of 
both upper lesser squares, while the lower left lesser square contains 
a vertical letter YOD, with a gap between the small vertical YOD 
and the long horizontal one.  This gap is important symbolically and 
to avoid confusion with both the letters CHETH and TAU.  
Traditionally interpreted “window”, it is not the word so used in the 
Old Testament.  Spelled either “HIH” or “HVH”, at length, the 
meaning is similar, “BEING”, “BREATH”.  In sound it is “H”, 
breathing, as breath is the evidence of Life.  At the beginning of a 
word it is usually translated “The” as the definite article.  The Divine 
Name of I H V H is composed of three of the Simple Letters, the 
HEH being duplicated.  The obvious inference is that this Name 
concerns EXISTENCE, LIFE, but here no more may be said.  One 
gradually discovers how to intuit the Holy Essence of this ineffable 
Name...  We return to BETH, House, we have observed DALETH, 
its DOOR, now we have HEH, its window, allowing fresh AIR, 
BREATH, to flow through.  Air is always associated with the Soul.  
The Greek pneuma is so associated “The WIND bloweth where it 
listeth”, the Soul goes its own way. 
 

The definite article “the” can only be used to indicate something 
real, or it could not be definite, but the Letter HEH can also refer 
to The Infinite as singular. 
 

“HEH”, LIFE, the in-dwelling and animating factor on the 
physical Plane.  In a sense the Twelve Simple Letters relate rather to 
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physical life, the Seven Double Letters to the Soul, and the Three 
Mother Letters to the Spirit.  The Twelve Tribes, the Twelve 
Apostles, the Twelve Signs of the Zodiac all carry the idea of 
something working out in incarnation, on the human and physical 
Plane.  HEH is related to ARIES, YOD to Virgo, VAU, the next 
Letter to Taurus, in the worldly sense.  Life inspires Matter with the 
Breath of Life, thus does Spirit incarnate, and HEH is the evidence 
of Life incarnate.  Consider well the term “LIFE, the abstract idea 
of BEING”.  More can be found intuitively than orally. 
 

Having come thus far, take now the two Simple Letters YOD - 
HEH, translated “JAH” in psalm 68: 4.  Combining them in your 
mind, try to sense the spirit of this word. 
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Of The Letter VAU 
 

While the YOD is the smallest of the 22 Signs, VAU is 
the same Sign but reaching down to Earth.  The Sign of 
all potentiality linking down to all things yet remaining 
no thing.  LINKING is the function of VAU 

(sometimes spelled VAV, thus intensifying its conjunctive function). 
 

“That which links or binds”, the Key-words of this Sign.  At the 
start of a word it is usually translated “and”, frequently as “with”, 
“by”.  It is given the sound of “V” but within a word is sometimes 
“O” or “U”.  There being no vowels in mystical Hebrew, vocalising 
marks were added to the letters for public reading about the time of 
the rebuilding of the Temple but were not finalised until about 300 
A.D.  We are interested in the symbol, not the spoken words which 
multiply to infinity.  Spelled at length “VV” it means a pin, hook or 
knot, something which connects ideas. 
 

The second of the Twelve Simple Letters, it is assigned to 
TAURUS or to the Ox as yoked.  In the Divine Name IHVH, VAU 
is assigned to AIR as linking earth and sky and also as being the 
common factor shared by all Life, breath.  Thus also to the Soul, as 
linking Spirit and personality, as the mediator between the pairs of 
opposites.  As such it symbolises all the Seven Double Letters 
attributed to the Soul, while being in itself a Simple one, converting 
the pairs of opposites into related poles, as in a magnet. 
 

 So far from being, as in English, a common little conjunction, 
VAU, “that which links or binds (bonds)” is a very recondite Sign. 
 

Finding the inner significance of Hebrew would be a daunting 
task, if taken too seriously, but it can be a very illuminating 
experience if it is also a bit of fun, for the qabalistic system has the 
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almost magical knack of evoking from the reader the message 
implied by the writer.  The system is light and intuitive as contrasted 
with the verbal profundities of authoritative pundits.  Thus it reflects 
the saying “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  We are not 
making bricks (facts) to build a tower to heaven, the ponderous 
process of burdening ourselves with an ever increasing cargo of 
memorised “facts”, but discovering a new mode of cognisance 
which will allow us happily to throw aside the load of learning for a 
direct, initive knowing.  Having fun with Hebrew is one way of 
finding how simple is the way ahead.  Failure to accept its simplicity 
provides the only burden and struggle. 
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Of The Letter ZAYIN 
 

ZAYIN or ZAIN, occupies the entire right side of the 
Great Square.  The little letter YOD sits on its throne 
across the top of the top right lesser square, while 
another vertical YOD flashes from its centre down to 

earth.  ZAIN = SWORD in symbolism.  As a word it does not 
appear in the bible, but the symbol of the sword implies swift action.  
In concept, as in form, it is like a flash of lightning, striking down 
from above to a point on earth.  Once again, each Letter represents 
an activity, not an object.  In this sense the Letter ZAIN is very 
difficult to explain.  Its Key-words are “LUMINOUS 
REFRACTION -- POINTS OUT” = ZAIN.  It is associated with 
the Sign Gemini, quick intuitive perception, and an AIRY Sign.  A 
flash of inspiration.  Not the idea intuited, but the ‘flash’ itself, which 
yet always has a very specific purpose. 
 

Grammatically, it “points out”, it may be the indicative article, 
“That horse”.  Looking at a group photograph, you may “point out” 
“THAT man”.  The activity of definitely pointing to one specific 
thing.  ZAIN always swiftly and definitely specifies its object. 
 

Such flashes of inspiration may occur more frequently as we 
progress, gradually becoming as a continuous inspiration.  Read 
Mathew 24: 26-27.  The lightning referred to will not occur on a 
specific date to everyone, but at a point in purely individual 
experience.  We do not have to go anywhere for it, it will come in 
its own good time and manner, and it is unmistakeable, definite.  
There is no doubt.  As the “Disposing Intelligence” in the “Sepher 
Yetzirah”, it disposes of doubt.  It is specific.  It also disposes one 
to act, and to act definitely.  The Flash which begets action. 
 

The numerical value of ZAIN is SEVEN. 
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Of The Letter CHETH 
 

The Letter CHETH occupies three sides of the Great 
Square, like its kinsman, HEH, but while the YOD 
spreads across both upper lesser squares, both ends link 
down to earth with narrow vertical lines, and it is most 

important to make this distinction.  Many badly made letters have 
been mis-copied.  With HEH the left side has only the lower square 
occupied by a vertical YOD, while in CHETH a vertical line links 
right down.  CHETH is sounded like a “K” but with the throat 
slightly open, as in the Scottish “loch”, a rougher sound than HEH. 
 

“EFFORTS AND ACTION IN EQUILIBRIUM”, the Key-
words.  It means “A FIELD or ENCLOSURE”.  “LIMITED 
ACTION” an alternative Key-word. 
 

CHETH, denoted by “Ch” in typing, is a lower or more 
substantial form of “HEH”, no longer abstract LIFE, but incarnate 
Life.  The personality as our human “Field” of action.  Now a field 
is measured out to be just large enough for one man to manage.  
Neither too big nor too small.  Hence “EFFORTS AND 
ACTIONS IN EQUILIBRIUM”.  So the personality is what the 
soul can manage.  Try to expand it and we are under strain, diminish 
it, and we are cramped.  In another sense it represents one 
incarnation, one life’s work, and everyone takes back his harvest 
when he leaves it.  Every personality is different, as every field grows 
a different crop.  Convention tries to “be perfect”.  What is perfect?  
Ask a Moslem, a Buddhist, a Jew, an Aztec.  For a while we need 
convention to avoid friction with our neighbours, but as we mature 
we need it less, we trust ourselves not to wish to interfere with 
anyone.  We know and accept our limitations and respect those of 
others. 
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“Perfection is an unreal aim.  We are only “perfect” while we 
live our own lives freely within our accepted limits or “FIELD”.  
“HEH”, the ‘Abstract idea of Being’ is “perfected” in us only when 
we LIVE our lives to the full, on all levels, within our inevitable 
limits, and these limits are always “reasonable” to us.  Straining to 
be someone else’s idea of saintliness or to avoid someone else’s 
concept of depravity will either strain or cramp us, in fact deform 
the real self.  Our personalities merely reflect our past, our social 
instincts protect us from undue distortion, within the limits of our 
experience of life, our “CHETH”, which we till for only a moment 
of eternity.  A guilt complex, a sense of inadequacy, comes from 
trying to fit someone else’s preconceptions, we will have quite 
enough trouble adjusting our own “Field”.  In that we judge another, 
so we judge ourselves, condemn ourselves.  We are free only when 
we can live within our allotted “CHETH” and accept that we have 
limits.  Keeping our “EFFORTS AND ACTIONS IN 
EQUILIBRIUM” we till and harvest our special “CHETH” 
successfully. 
 

CHETH is assigned to the Sign Cancer, the crab, whose 
protective shell signifies the personality we have developed to cope 
with life, as we have found it to be. 

363621



THE LANTERN – Berashith 
____________________________________ 

 

Of The Letter TETH 
 

TETH occupies all four lesser squares, but in this case 
the YOD appears in the left upper lesser square.  It 
represents a SERPENT, which is the usual word for the 
meaning of TETH -- SERPENT. 

 
The serpent is depicted as rearing its head while the body is 

curled round its eggs. 
 

“RESISTANCE AND PROTECTION are the Key-words. 
 

The lower tip of the YOD sweeps down into the left lower 
square, then forms a short straight base along the bottom of the 
Great Square into the lower right lesser square, sweeping up through 
the top right and down to cross the intersection of the subdividing 
cross, just re-entering the lower left lesser square, but with a clear 
opening upwards.  This opening is important symbolically as well as 
to make a definite difference from the Mother letter MAIM.  TETH 
has the numerical value of nine.  The completion of the digital 
system but NOT its resumption as in ten, hence, in part, the tail 
does not touch the down-sweep in the lower left lesser square. 
 

“RESISTANCE AND PROTECTION”.  As usual not easily 
of finally definable, (these notes are starting pointers only) we may 
see it as the self-defence mechanism we inherit.  Reflexive actions 
to protect Life, the eggs of the SERPENT, its perpetuity.  The 
nearest Hebrew spelling would be TAT.  The action of a roof 
causing hail to bounce; the activity of a shield deflecting an arrow. 
 

All life-forms are self-sufficient, capable of managing for 
themselves yet forming part of the greater ecology.  This is true of 
Man, the end of the ecological line, the number NINE.  He has 
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evolved through the equivalent of all Life-forms and is the 
summation of them all as NINE, just about to become 10. 
 

LEO is the astrological Sign associated with TETH, the king of 
the beasts.  In a sense the self-defence system protects the 
personality, gives it self-sufficiency.  From the natural immune 
system, the anti-bodies we carry, to instinctive and intuitive 
avoidance of danger, to the conscious decisions of our actions 
TETH is our watchdog. 
 

Watch TETH in action in daily life, take, for instance a politician 
at a meeting.  His CHETH is a little beyond him, and if heckled, like 
a crab (Cancer), he burrows backward into the Party, “The X - - 
Party stands for...” or he may sidle crabwise, avoiding the question, 
or try to attack the heckler, waving his arms while speaking, but he 
is scared, using his TETH defensively. 
 

Yet, as related to LEO, TETH is also the hidden power, coiled 
at the base of the spine, which rises up, activating various centres, 
vitalising them, making the true Initiate who needs no such defence 
system.  He knows that of his love, he would not wish to antagonise 
of offend.  His strength (Leo) applies this power at a super-personal 
level.  People may be offended with him, but the weakness is theirs, 
not his. 
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Of The Letter YOD 
 

YOD the HAND, held up creatively, the number 10.  
YOD has been shown as the Root-sign, creating the 
Hebrew and the earlier Chaldean alphabet.  Its place in 
the full sequence is here, as the TENTH Letter.  A few 

further indicators may be given here.  Firstly the YOD as it appears 
in the top of any Letter has the upward pointing tip just transcending 
the top of the Great Square, as issuing from the Absolute, That 
which has no parts, qualities or degrees, but absolutely IS.  The top 
line of the Great Square runs along the horizontal forming the body 
of the Letter.  In the Letter ALEPH it sits on its throne at the top 
of the upper right lesser square, but tilts down at the right, and so 
on. 
 

VIRGO is the astrological Sign associated with YOD.  As a 
phallic Sign, this is significant, POTENTIAL MANIFESTATION 
-- VIRGO, suggests “Begotten of the Father” from the “WATERS” 
of Creation.  In the Divine Name IHVH, we have these 
associations:- 
 

YOD  =  FIRE        } Fire and Water conjoined will give 
HEH  =  WATER   } us vapour, thus -- 
VAU  =  AIR, - consciousness, while the Final 
HEH  =  EARTH,  is the condensation of Energy into 

Matter. 
 

Using the Kerubic Emblems, the LION, the EAGLE, the MAN 
and the BULL, we get:- 
 

YOD -  FIRE -  LION -  LEO 
HEH -  WATER -  EAGLE -  SCORPIO 

  VAU -  AIR  -  MAN -  AQUARIUS 
    final HEH -  EARTH -  BULL -  TAURUS 
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And Virgo is an EARTHY Sign. 
 

In our system of the Squares we have:- 
 
TOP Right I, YOD, the Father above H, HEH, the Mother 
TOP Left V, VAU, The Son above H, HEH, The Bride, the 
completion of all. 
 

 
Figure I 
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Of The Letter KAPH 
 

The Letter KAPH starts with the left tip of the YOD at 
the top left upper lesser square, nearly crosses the upper 
right square, then sweeps in a slight curve down to the 
lower right square, rounding that corner, then across to 

the left edge of the lower left square.  The curvature is important for 
its meaning, THE HAND CUPPED TO RECEIVE.  
ASSIMILATION is the Key-word.  See the distinction from YOD, 
the preceding Letter.  YOD is creative, out-going; KAPH is 
assimilative.  The roundness of the KAPH helps to avoid confusion 
with BETH in form.  As the Double Letter KAPH has two 
meanings.  All the Double Letters are associated with PLANETS, 
KAPH with JUPITER. 
 

KAPH is also the first of the Letters which alter their shape 
when appearing at the end of a word.  The meaning also alters with 
the Final form, KAPH = ASSIMILATION, but as a Final signifies 
the completion of an action, ASSIMILATED. 
 

In its Final form, the Kaph does not run along the 
bottom line of the Great Square, but descends through 
it.  That is, enters the sub-conscious mind, for the Four 
Squares of the Greater Square represent the conscious 
personality.  Of the 22 Letters, LAMED alone reaches 
above, QOPH alone reaches below, down into the sub-

conscious.  It should be noted that four of the Finals also descend 
below the level of consciousness. 
 

We must here distinguish the Seven Double Letters and the Five 
Final forms.  Only two of the Double Letters take a Final form 
(KAPH and PEH), one of the Three Mothers (MAIM), and TWO 
of the 12 Simple Letters -- NUN and TZADDI, yet to come. 
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WEALTH and POVERTY are the two associations of KAPF 
and JUPITER, a “fortunate” Planet, but we can only see wealth as 
the opposite of Poverty, otherwise we could not conceive of it.  
JUPITER is associated with Generosity, but we can only give what 
has been received – KAPH Final. 
 

KAPH refers to the hand as cupped to receive, to any hollow or 
receptacle.  KAPH Final to that which has been received and 
assimilated, become part of us.  KAPH Final is like our apostrophe 
“s”, “Robert’s”.  It implies “the property of...” at the end of a word. 
 

For mystical reasons, there are some apparent errors of spelling 
and of Final forms carefully preserved by the scrupulous Hebrew 
Scribes.  Sometimes a Final is found inside a word, sometimes the 
last letter is not in the Final form.  Interesting. 
 

Do not be put off by the few little complexities of Hebrew.  You 
do not have to learn its grammar or vocabulary.  If you can really 
reach in to the inner meaning of each Letter, then Hebrew is its own 
dictionary.  You will be intrigued by a number of words, which will 
tell you YOUR meaning of themselves, with practice. 
 

The exercise of questioning and seeking is what matters, not the 
insistence on final or absolute scholarship.  Thus you prepare to 
“enter the immeasurable region” beyond the finite or finality, both 
are alien to the Infinite, grammatically and actually. 
 

You don’t have to be right.  Our schooling and our self defence 
system fear that to be wrong is culpable.  Here we are FREE.  The 
only penalty of error is the opportunity to try again -- and have fun 
doing it. 
 

The numerical value of KAPH is 20, as Final, 500. 
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Of The Letter LAMED 
 

LAMED, “OX-GOAD”, another of the Simple Letters, 
is unique among the 22 Letters, in that it alone extends 
above the top line of the Great Square.  A small YOD, 
above the centre of the top line links down to a 
horizontal bar along the top line to the throne of the 
YOD in the upper right corner.  A short vertical line 

runs part way down the right of this square, then curves directly 
through the intersection of the lines forming the internal cross, into 
the lower left lesser square, and then forms a hook touching the 
centre of the base line and curving up into the lower right square. 
 

Now the Great Square has much the same symbolism as the 
Letter CHETH, divided as it is into four Lesser squares.  It suggests 
the personality as composed of the Four Elements.  LAMED 
transcends the Four Elements, reaching above to the spirit, again 
symbolised by the tiny YOD at the top.  Super-conscious activity. 
 

The “OX-GOAD” is an extension of man’s arm and hand, 
YOD, again suggesting an extension of human capabilities.  As a 
root, hence a verb, an activity, it signifies training, guidance, control 
of the All Power symbolised by ALEPH, the OX. 
 

LAMED is related to LIBRA in the Zodiac, not in the narrow 
sense of weighing up the soul between good and evil, but in the 
sense of poise, balance, “EXPANSIVE MOVEMENT IN POISE” 
the Key-words.  The combination of ALEPH-LAMED, “AL”, a 
Divine Name, immediately gains great significance when read thus.  
Transliterated as “A” or “E”, in our bible we find the word for 
GOD translated as ELOHIM, using the Hebrew letters ALHIM.  
Add “HEH” to “AL”, and consider it well.  “ALH” is a feminine 
word, “IM” forms a masculine plural, OR an intensification of its 
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Root.  Think well.  Here we limit comment to the Letter Lamed, 
again seeing it as ACTIVITY. 
 

It is not the purpose of these notes to give any finality to the 
essence of the Letters, merely a few hints to help the novice to get 
a start on tapping that superconsciousness extending down into his 
depths in the subconscious and unconscious Mind, both extremes 
meet in the ONE THING, the ALL. 
 

As a Simple Letter, LAMED has only one meaning, yet can be 
examined in two ways, as the YOD above descending into the 
bottom of the Great Square, or as something evolving outward and 
upward to the heights. 
 
 
NOTE: In printed books, the top of the letter LAMED is usually 

shortened because the mould has to fit in with other letters 
on the printer’s frame.  The upper arm should be about 
half the height of the Great Square, and at about 45 degrees 
to the upper bar to convey its true symbolism.  Thus for 
this Letter there are SIX Lesser Squares, two more on top 
of the Great Square, with the top little YOD across the 
centre of the two additional lesser squares, and its lower 
right-hand tip linked down to the left of the horizontal bar.  
In fact every YOD should have its upward pointing tip just 
transcending the top line of the Greater Square.  This is 
essential symbolism. 
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Of The Letter MEM 
 

Symbolically, the womb.  MAIM starts with a rather 
small YOD in the top left lesser square, the throne of 
the Son, and from its lower tip a short line runs to the 
left top of the lower lesser square, just touching.  This 

section is somewhat like the VAU, the Son it is to bear.  The other 
section starts also from the lower tip of the YOD, runs up to the 
middle of the top right square, then sweeps round, touching the 
outside of the Great Square at its mid point on the right-hand side, 
then in a little to reach the lower lesser square just in from the edge.  
It there joins a horizontal bar running just into the lower left square.  
The inside of the Letter is more circular, sweeping from the lower 
tip of the YOD to form an arc down into the lower right square also 
to the left edge of the basal bar.  MAIM is not easy to make, and the 
most ill-used letter by most writers.  Its shape is very important and 
a badly formed MAIM is of little use as a symbol.  The bottom bar 
must leave a gap between left end of the foot of the VAU down the 
left side.  The opening of the womb. 
 

MAIM as a Final, by contrast appears much more 
square, touching as it does all four sides of the Great 
Square and completely enclosing the cross dividing it.  It 
is then the closed womb.  A YOD runs right along the 

top of the Great Square, its lower tip linking down to the bottom 
bar, all the way to the left of the base, then up the left side, tipping 
inward just as it reaches the left end of the YOD.  It is the womb 
closing and protecting the foetus, the little cross, nourishing and 
maturing it in security and silence. 
 

MAIM, meaning WATER, as a Final, the SEAS.  As Mother of 
life incarnate “The Maternal and Feminine” are the Key-words. 
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It is one of the Three Mother Letters, ALEPH,MAIM, and 
SHIN, and the easiest to see why it is called a “Mother” Letter.  In 
this case, when we say it is the womb, it is in symbolism of the 
cosmic womb.  The MAIM (Hebrew MIM) in its Final form is 
symbolically the Firmament as between the Waters above dividing 
them from the Waters below.  The “womb of time” is a human 
concept, temporal, not the Infinite.  The vast majority of Man is still 
“in the womb” at a spiritual level.  Embryonic, drawing on the 
Mother for his spiritual substance.  Again, the spelling “MIM”, 
having the phallic YOD in it, bears much reflection.  In the Old 
Testament we find MRIM (Miriam) which, with the symbolic birth 
of Christ loses the closed womb, the Final “M” and thus becomes 
“MRI” (Mary).  The Womb is open, having given birth.  “MRI” is 
literally “bitterness”, from the sea being salt or “bitter”, and the 
Great Mother is archetypally in travail, a state ending in the Birth of 
the SON; “...remembereth no more her agony for joy that [a] Man 
is born into the world.” 
 

The numerical value of MAIM is 40.  It is also DALETH x 
YOD.  As a Final form it is 600. 
 

Forty is curiously associated with Water.  The Flood lasted 40 
days.  After crossing the Red Sea the Hebrews spent 40 years “in the 
wilderness”.  After his baptism Jesus spent 40 days “in the 
wilderness”. 
 

MAIM, plasticity, capacity to take any form, reflective, 
responsive to influence.  Horizontal.  The opposite of the 
symbolism of a Pillar.  Mirror.  The Unconscious mind.  As a ‘pool’ 
or ‘well’, the personal sub-conscious, easily influenced, pliant, 
responsive.  As a ‘stream’, the personal subconscious on its way to 
the Sea, the collective unconscious. 
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Of The Letter NUN 
 

NUN occupies only the right side of the Great Square.  
The YOD on its throne at the top of the upper, linked 
by a narrow line to a small rectangle at the bottom of 
the lower right lesser square.  After Moses, as “Rescued 

from the Waters” (MAIM) comes Joshua, the “Son of NUN” who 
leads the Twelve Tribes into the “Promised Land”, across the 
WATER of Jordan. 
 

NUN “FISH” (from its proliferation).  “Individuality”, is the 
Key-word.  The YOD reflected on earth-level as the Son in one 
sense, symbolised by a small rectangle in the lower right square of 
the Mother, HEH, Water.  “Made in the image...”, yet the Son in 
INDIVIDUAL form.  For each “son” must attain his own salvation 
in individuality, as one total reflection able to say “I and my Father 
are ONE.”  Dying as personality, rising as Divine.  This is a 
profound mystical experience, not the result of believing any proven 
fact or hypothesis.  We must REAL-ISE it -- make it REAL, Be it.  
“Jordan” means descent, the dove descending at the baptism in 
“Jordan”. 
 

“Moses”, (Drawn from the Water) is spelled “MShH”, 
“Moshah”, very like Messiah, “MShIH”, but lacking the YOD.  He 
could not lead the Children of Israel into the promised land, but 
Joshua, spelled very like Jehoshuah, the Hebrew Jesus, could, being 
the “Son of NUN”.  A psychological rather than historical fact. 
 

The numerical value of NUN is 50.  NUN is associated with the 
Sign Scorpio, Sign of the Scorpion OR of the EAGLE, a Water Sign.  
The Scorpion hides under a flat stone, with his sting, TETH, the 
Eagle flies into the Sun.  Being prey to nothing, seeing all things, his 
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TETH is now the fiery Lion, running up his spine, the One Life 
expressed as It wills.  As It Is, not as Man imagines IT. 
 

Scorpio is related to the reproductive system, as is NUN, 
proliferation -- FISH.  Perhaps here we could discuss the strange 
but widespread practice of circumcision. 
 

Male and female each carry the vestigial parts of both.  The 
foreskin is the vestigial vulva, hiding the clitoris in woman, which 
yet remains active, male.  Circumcision removes this vestige, 
symbolically accentuating masculinity.  Thus MAN is not a sexist 
term, for the clitoris is more active than the vestigial mammary 
system in men.  It is the active principal in humanity we refer to 
regardless of sex.  The male principle in woman is not vestigial but 
it is concealed.  The male-female relativity is symbolically valid and 
unavoidable.  Man anthropomorphises automatically, see in his 
image reflected in his environment.  Circumcision is no copyright 
of the Jews, it is almost universal, the Fijians have used it as part of 
their “man-making” rituals, as have most others, for millennia. 
 

To attain his Spiritual inheritance Man must be intensely 
positive, masculine in his personal attitude thus allowing his inner 
soul to be truly feminine.  Scorpio is the eighth Sign, Cheth = 8, 
circumcision was performed on the eighth day, the “day” after the 
Sabbath.  The Great Name IHVH is signified as by the Sphinx, as 
in sequence, the Lion, the Eagle, the Man and the Bull; To dare, to 
Aspire, to Know and to keep Silent. 
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The Final form of NUN consists of the YOD on its 
throne, with a link curving a little at the lower tip of the 
YOD then running directly down through the base of 
the “Mother” square below into the Universal 
subconscious.  It then signifies “Individuation” as used 
by Jung, the sense of completion, fully spiritual Man as 

a  complete reflection of the One God.  The words “It Is Finished” 
apply. 
 

As a Final the numerical value is 700. 
 

Refer to the last paragraph on GIMEL regarding the five Letters 
which occupy only one side of the Great Square. 
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Of The Letter SAMEKH 
 

SAMEKH, a “PROP”, starts in the lesser square of the 
Son, the top left, as a YOD running almost across the 
top right lesser square, then, as it -- in one sense, 
symbolises a circle, sweeps down through the lesser 

square of the “Mother”, the lower right, then through the lesser 
square of the “Bride”, HEH, in the lower left lesser square and 
upwards to rejoin the YOD in the square of the SON, where it 
started, or just to the right of the descending sweep of the YOD.  
“In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.” 
 

“Circular movement; the end returning on itself” are the Key-
words.  EVOLUTION, From the Son, One with the Father, 
descending through the Great Mother, into the physical, the Bride, 
Life returns to Its Source.  A “Prop” or Support; used disparagingly, 
a Crutch, a Leaning-post.  Used positively, “Self-confidence”, “TO 
BRACE ONESELF”, to be one’s own Prop or Stay.  To the 
fundamentalist, Jesus as the Saviour, is adequate.  In-dependence to 
the Initiate. 
 

It is important that Samekh be formed as circular, especially to 
avoid confusion with MAIM Final in form.  Printed Hebrew tends 
not to make this very clear, but it is necessary symbolism to be quite 
different.  As described it actually depicts its meaning. 
 

Another Simple Letter, SAMEKH is associated with Sagittarius, 
the Archer, aiming upwards.  It carries the sense of Aspiration, the 
bi-corporate Man-Horse, shooting aloft his arrows, his aims and 
intentions.  The numerical value is 60, 6 x 10, the Six Days of Labour 
nearing completion.  The personality returning to the Higher Self, 
Union. 
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In a sense, SAMEKH completes the evolution of Man to date.  

The next Seven Letters relate to the Seven Steps of Initiation.  They 
will not be dealt with in the text of these notes as specific, but 
implicit.  These steps are not taken by storm, assailed by intellect.  
Even their sequence is obscured.  They are taken of necessity and 
humility, not in arrogance or self aggrandisement.  They will cost 
the “rich” man everything he thinks he knows.  There can be no 
map of these steps, nothing written will help in the end.  The Spirit 
within may be fanned a little as we transit from education to in-
tuition, after that The Creator alone can complete His creature.  
“Thy Will be done IN EARTH as it is in Heaven”.  Only incarnate 
Man can fulfil that Will.  Some teach that it is done while out of the 
body, or at some remote future incarnation.  “NOW is the 
appointed time.”  Let they who Dare to Aspire to Know and to be 
Silent brace themselves in SAMEKH, the Path of the Arrow. 
 

In form and in significance SAMEKH is the Circle uniting the 
Four Lesser Squares.  “THE END RETURNING ON ITSELF”.  
The consummation of the great sacrifice.  The “Squaring of the 
Circle”.  It is thus the “Universal Solvent” of the Alchemist, 
dissolving all things, or the apparent difference between things, in 
LOVE, the Unifying factor, not personal, but All-embracing LOVE. 
 

In the modern Hebrew, the verses are numbered in Arabic 
numbers, except the fifteenth verse, which is written as TETH-
VAU to avoid using the Holy Name YOD-HEH.  SAMEKH is the 
15th Letter.  The total numerical value of the Letters ALEPH to 
NUN is 195 which reduces to 15.  Add SAMEKH, 60, and we get 
255 which reduces to 12, the Circle of the Zodiac, the twelve broad 
types of Man, the Twelve Tribes, twelve apostles, twelve Fruit of the 
Tree of Life.  In incarnate Man, the outward product of the 10 
Sephiroth or circles.  Manifestation. 
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Of The Letter AYIN 
 

AYIN, the “EYE”, Sight, is clearly a picture of the 
optical system.  A small YOD in each of the two top 
lesser squares, not touching, are each linked down from 
the centre to the square below, where they join just 

below the junction of the two lower lesser squares and the two 
upper squares.  From that junction runs a small bar into the lower 
left lesser square having a square left end.  The bar, then lies in the 
lesser square of the “Bride”, the Final HEH of IHVH, assigned to 
EARTH. 
 

“THE PURELY MATERIAL AND PERVERSE”, the Key-
words.  AYIN is assigned to Capricorn in the Zodiac, the Goat, an 
Earthy Sign.  It has the numerical value of 70, seemingly very 
different from the material significance it has. 
 

Hieroglyphically it is the two eyes linking into the subconscious 
mind or brain in the material “quarter” of the Great Square.  “Don’t 
judge by appearances” is the message of AYIN.  “The Letter killeth, 
the Spirit giveth Life”, in other words. 
 

Symbolically Jesus was born at night, in December, the darkest 
part of the year, under Capricorn, in a stable, the animal nature.  The 
Goat has long been associated with the Mysteries, and today some 
speak of Masons as “riding the goat” when referring to the first 
initiation.  Anciently a goat, Capricorn, was used, a candle being tied 
between its horns to form the Sacred Letter SHIN (yet to be 
introduced).  The candle also symbolised Light dawning in 
Darkness. 
 

An uneasy sense of doubt, a fear of the unknown,, even a 
fanatical defence of the literal scripture, a desire to probe the dark 
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places of the mind as in Spiritualism, all sorts of unusual activity 
accompany this first step of Initiation.  Fundamentalism flourishes.  
We must be right, the Letter of the Levitical Law must be enforced.  
Believe or die!  Few dare to question Authority.  Some 
surreptitiously dabble in queer things, Ouija boards, fortune telling, 
automatic writing, getting messages, etc. 
 

That uneasy feeling is the quickening of the Spirit within.  
Strange philosophies begin to grow -- often fanatically defended -- 
the tyro philosopher cannot afford to be wrong, to find that they 
had clutched at a straw.  To be wrong is bad, evil.  The host of books 
flooding the market in the last 100 years bears witness to the 
prevalence of this uneasy feeling of darkness.  It is natural.  It is the 
first feeble attempt to pierce the veil of appearances.  Seeing is no 
longer believing, the outward form must have an inner livingness.  
The Masonic candidate enters the lodge “in a state of darkness”.  
Only when we are aware of the Darkness can we begin to grope for 
Light. 
 
 
NOTE:  As “The purely material or perverse”, AYIN is 

transliterated in several ways -- as if to confuse us.  It may 
be “AA”, or “NGH”, “OI”, “OU”.  As said, the Hebrew 
Letters were devised primarily as a system of mystical 
symbols, not intended to be read as we read our books. 
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Of The Letter PEH 
 

PEH: The “MOUTH”, another clear portrayal of its 
meaning.  The Mouth opened in speech, giving 
expression to ideas, framing concepts into words.  
“EMPHASIS, SPEECH”, are the Key-words.  In shape 

it closely resembles KAPH, Assimilation, but a small YOD 
depending from the top-left end of the YOD which runs along the 
top line of the Great Square, fills the top-left lesser square.  It is the 
tongue as speaking.  PEH is less rounded than KAPH, its three sides 
lying along the edges of the Great Square.  An emphatic Sign. 
 

PEH is associated with Mars in symbolism.  Mars is a highly 
active Sign, and as a Double Letter, PEH has dual meaning.  
“GRACE AND INDIGNATION” the further Key-words, which 
respond to a little reflection.  Mars, like “SPEECH”, can be highly 
destructive.  Mars is a fiery Sign yet rules Water in Scorpio, NUN.  
Fire plus Water equals Steam, Vapour, Air, Consciousness.  He who 
treads this Path will be well aware of the explosive nature it 
traverses; of the destruction it entails of misconceptions. 
 

Read Genesis 11:3-7.  The reaction to the Path of AYIN is often 
a determined effort to formalise a doctrine.  “...Go to, let us make 
brick (Facts), and burn them thoroughly... let us build us a city 
(Philosophy)... whose top may reach unto heaven”. 
 

Mars in PEH destroys it and “confounds their language”, PEH, 
the Mouth.  Consider well this parable.  There is a sense of desperate 
despair when ‘Babylon is fallen’,  when the Babel of Voices 
bewilders us.  (Babylon does not appear in the Hebrew text, “Babel” 
is the word used.)  Our massive pile of proven “Facts” must shatter 
to let us free of its confines.  This occurs at the purely mundane 
level, when we meet a situation far beyond the scope of the educated 
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intellect.  The bubble of our pride is pricked.  Conventional methods 
of expanding our minds just do not work -- but the pressure 
remains!  Intellectual pride dies a hard death.  Being Right won’t 
work!  Not a happy step, this one, but very practical. 

 
PEH Final, retains the YOD in the throne of the Son, 
but then runs straight down into the Universal 
Unconscious from the throne of the YOD.  “And the 
Word was made flesh...”,  “He descended into hell...”.  
That which is hidden shall be made known. 
 

The numerical value of PEH is 80; 800 as Final. 
     

Speech petrifies into dogma and dies, says PEH Final.  Also, 
Unconsciousness seeks Expression, a Double Letter. 
 

Most Letters start at the top left square, the Chamber of the Son.  
“In the beginning is the Word, and the Word is with God, and the 
Word is God...  All things were made by Him...  In Him is Life, and 
the Life is the Light of Man...  and the Word is made flesh and dwells 
among us...” (John 1:1-14) (14=NUN). 
 

In the Path of PEH, Mars, a flash of light blasts old thought 
patterns, making way for new concepts. 
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Of The Letter TZADDI 
 

TzADDI: “FISHOOK” appears somewhat like AYIN, 
but with the destruction of the philosophic fortress in 
PEH, the eyes see things differently.  Again the little 
YOD appears in both upper lesser squares, linking 

downwards from their centres where they join at the intersection of 
the two lines dividing the Great Square, forming a cross.  From this 
centre of union they run in a curve down into the lower right square 
of the Mother, then link Her to the Bride in the lower left square.  
The Mother accepts her daughter-in-law while the Father and the 
Son reign each in His own realm. 
 

TzADDI -- “Aiming at the mark -- Goal -- purpose” the Key-
words.  As a Final form, “Scission -- parturition.”  The severance of 
the umbilical.  Aquarius is the Sign associated, and like AYIN, 
Capricorn, so TzADDI, Aquarius is ruled by the dark and 
mysterious planet Saturn as situated in BINAH.  The great Mother 
on the Tree of Life, as restrictive and protective, yet in TzADDI the 
protective walls lie in ruins, Freedom faces us.  A rather dubious 
prospect for the timid.  Many people struggle to find new “bricks”, 
“facts” to hide among.  The Individual is born, Parturition must 
follow.  Now we speak no more of generic Man, but the Individual, 
still a child, but no longer needing the protection of the womb.  But 
the courtship is approved -- encouraged, as the Mother prepares the 
Bride and the Father prepares the Groom.  The courtship is known 
as MEDITATION, the function of consciousness attributed to 
TzADDI.  It is the Male principle which must be fully active and 
alert for response in this meditative process.  In TzADDI we lower 
our baited ‘fishhook’ into the depths of the subconscious, baited 
with a suitable symbol for our purpose, the ‘fish’ we aim to catch.  
We use as bait a symbol of our intention, one of the 22 Letters, each 
in turn.  Actively turning the little we know of the symbol over in 
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our mind, we find it draws about it associated ideas and impressions.  
We must be, at our positive mental level, fully active, noting down 
ideas as they come, ill-formed though they will be at first, trusting 
our prospective Bride to contribute her share, as the psyche, the 
soul.  The activity of meditation probably started long before the 
true TzADDI stage, but now we really begin to find that positive 
intent -- not dictation -- bears fruit.  We are discovering what the 
psyche has to share, we are not bullying her into accepting our 
preconceptions.  TzADDI is a Simple Letter, having a single 
significance, “Aiming at the mark”, purposeful intent, though as yet 
that Goal must not be specified by the conditioned personality.  
Psyche knows better, she will lead you, so long as your sense of 
purpose and intent are strong.  Otherwise, she may send you back 
to the Mother for some more weaning! 
 

Consciously, the shock of the fall of Babel is passing, and a dim 
sense of hope and light is dawning.  The many voices of Babel must 
fade before the Still, Small Voice may be heard.  Aquarius, the 
Water-bearer, is related to Air, as bearing Water to intuition.  
Without Air there could be no rain, no rivers, no fertility.  Aquarius, 
the Sign of the Man in the Sphinx.  The man carrying a Water Pot 
who leads the Disciples to the Upper Room for the First 
Communion -- the “Last Supper”. 
 

TzADDI = 90, as Final, 900. 
 
Analyse the word ARTz.  “A”, Absolute Power; “R”, 
Urging in Motion; “Tz”, Arrested.  Einstein’s definition 
of Matter.  ARTz = Earth in Genesis.  As Final, 
TzADDI suggests “Brought to an end, Stopped”, as 

compared with “Aiming at the mark”, “Intending to...”. 
Of The Letter QOPH 
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QOPH means the “Back of the Head”, symbolically the 
subconscious mind, and looks like it, the only Letter to 
dip below the Great Square of the personality, other 
than four of the Final forms.  The YOD starts in the top 
left lesser square then sweeps round through the throne 
of the YOD, then the Home of the Mother, and into 

the base of the Bride-chamber, while a slightly curved line runs 
vertically down from just beneath the start of this ‘sweep’, in the top 
left square, throne of the Son, through the Bride-chamber and on 
into the regions below, the Universal Sub- consciousness. 
 

The numerical value = 100. 
 

QOPH is associated as the last of the Twelve Simple Letters, 
with the Sign Pisces, the Fishes -- swimming about in the 
subconscious sea, sought by TzADDI -- also with the Moon as a 
symbol of the Psyche.  The Sea, “MARE” or “MARY”, the Great 
Mother of Life, from which, Life emerges on the Land to run its 
long journey back to its Source in the Father, so becoming the Son 
with His Bride, the Individual reflecting the ONE as God incarnate. 
 

QOPH is associated with sleep, and this phase of initiation, the 
Fourth or middle Step, like the sea, is silent in many ways.  Pisces 
contributes poetry, music, art to our blessings, the finishing touch 
of the cycle initiated by the fiery Aries. 
 

We have escaped the limitations of education, the pride of 
cleverness, the goal of personal excellence and thus the calumny of 
error, the sense of guilt or inadequacy.  No longer do we travel on 
narrow, beaten tracks, we are free to sail the ocean, but softly, it is 
not yet Day, Pisces is ruled by Luna, the Wedding is not till morning. 
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Of The Letter RESH 
 

RESH: The Head and Face, consciousness, is associated 
with the Sun in symbolism.  The Great YOD runs right 
across the upper edge of the Great Square, then links 
down to fertilise the Mother in her Home in the lower 

right lesser square.   
 

RESH, “Urging Movement -- Renewal”, the Key-words.  The 
Light of a New Day, Conscious, fully Self-conscious Activity.  As 
the sixth Double Letter it is said to signify FERTILITY and 
STERILITY, as the bounteous tropical rain-forest, or the barren 
Sahara.  Both are the work of the Sun, RESH. 
 

RESH means the Head in many ways, as the directing power, as 
the source of a spring or river.  To the Initiate, things well up into 
the conscious mind, from which they may be directed -- by whom? 

 
“BRAShITh”, the first word of Genesis, contains the word 

“RASh” here translated as “Beginning”, the BETH being 
interpreted as “In”, despite it being written noticeably larger than 
the other letters.  “RASh”, the Source, yet also “BRA”, Creation.  
The unceremonious dumping of this word into Time is quite unjust!  
There is no suggestion of Time or tense in Genesis, no excuse for 
“creatED” or “was” without form and void.  It reveals “BEING” 
not “was-ing”.  The Sun does not rise and set, our little geocentric 
minds merely see it so.  The Sun, RESH simply IS.  Thus “Urging 
Movement -- Renewal” contains the hint of Eternity, the strong 
hint. 
 

Yet what else could our wretched translators do with so deeply 
symbolic and spiritual terms?  May these brief notes serve to 
encourage far deeper, wider insight, filling your RESH with joy and 
wonder.  The Sun is up, it is the Wedding Day. 
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On The Letter SHIN 
 

SHIN: “TOOTH” is associated with the Principle of 
Fire, the triple YOD, incarnate.  From “Potential 
Manifestation -- Eternity, our Founding Letter now 
stands as a Trinity on Earth, the Fourth YOD.  The 

Letter scintillates with Livingness, the joy of Being.  The Scintilla 
scintillates, The Son is Born, the Word is made flesh. 
 

The significance of our Great Square does not apply to SHIN, 
the Triple Unity.  It is signified by the solid base-line to which Three 
YODs are linked directly, as if three VAUs, with the feet of the two 
to the left a little closer together than the two on the right. 
 

The Third Mother Letter, the mysteries of the Letter SHIN can 
be intuited and felt rather than profaned in words. 
 

The numerical value is 300.  As a “TOOTH” it is incisive, 
penetrating, consuming.  “Our God is a consuming Fire”, for by 
Fire are all things renewed. 
 

“Duration of movement -- continuity -- eternity, Ever-
Existence, The Resurrection” are feeble Key-words. 
 

SHIN is called the Holy Letter, the Sign of Consecration.  
Inserted in the Holy Name, IHVH it forms IHShVH, “Jeheshuah”, 
the Hebrew word for Jesus, thus does it transcend our Great Square, 
not in size, but in a new dimension. 
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On The Letter TAU 
  

TAU: the “CROSS”.  “Perfection -- Reciprocity” its 
Key-words.  Associated with the planet Saturn and the 
last of the “Seven Daughters” or Double Letters, it is, 
in form and in meaning an extension and a completion 

of the Letter CHETH, Personality.  The same in shape, but partly 
planted in earth at the bottom left side, is the rising or incarnating 
Letter YOD.  Thus forming, as it were, a ‘foot’ upon the Earth or a 
fount arising in it.  As Saturn is the “Sabbath”, TAU signifies the 
Completed Work, perfected Man as INDIVIDUAL experience.  
The Activity of the Creature Knowing the Creator, the Purpose of 
the Great Incarnation fulfilled. 
 

In ancient form it was “T”, the square.  In true symbolism it is 
the Squaring of the Circle.  The Infinite Circle Knowing its 
Centricity.  Hence also the CROSS. 
 

The sound allotted “Th” as distinct from TETH, “T”. 
     

In numerical value it is 400, the Square perfected. 
     

Emerging from the Earth, in the Chamber of the Bride, as at the 
beginning, the Letter YOD. 
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Chapter II 

 
Of The First Fourteen Letters 

 
 

Under SAMEKH, 60, Sagittarius, the Path of the Arrow, the 
“End Returning on Itself”, EVOLUTION, we saw, as it were, the 
completion of the Great Circle, preceding the Seven Steps of 
Initiation, the last Seven Letters.  SAMEKH, 60, the Six Days of 
Creation ending in ADAM, Mankind. 
 

Now a glance at Egyptian mythology, the body of Osiris was 
torn into fourteen pieces, one of which was “swallowed by the 
crocodile” -- the membrum virile, the phallus.  Isis, the Great 
Mother grieving for her husband, the Father, had to gather all the 
pieces to restore him to momentary life, the hardest to retrieve was 
that “swallowed by the crocodile”, materialism.  The phallus 
restored, she managed to conceive Horus, the Son.  There is not 
room here to give the full myth, but this should be studied now. 
 

The Fourteen pieces correspond to the first fourteen Hebrew 
Letters, from ALEPH to NUN, and NUN is associated with 
Scorpio, ruling the genital system and to DEATH.  Recall again that 
it was not Moses, but Joshua, the son of NUN who lead the children 
of Israel into the Promised Land.  In this we see the admixture of 
Hebrew and Egyptian mythology (Abraham’s tribes spent about 400 
years in Egypt).  So we see a parallel between Horus and Joshua the 
son of NUN.  Both represent the SON aspect. 
 

Recall also that the Letter NUN follows the Mother Letter 
MAIM, as the Son, linked with Death and Resurrection. 
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Following NUN is SAMEKH, the completion of the first circle, 
the Path of the Arrow of Sagittarius, leading back through the Veil 
to the Sun in TIPHARETH, the Veil which can only be transcended 
by the full Initiate, and only by travelling the remaining Seven Steps 
from AYIN, Capricorn, to TAU, the Cross.  An inconsistency here 
which can only be clarified after the final Seven Steps. 
 

ALEPH, the All Power to NUN, Individuality, personal spiritual 
experience of Death, accentuated by the circular symbolism of 
SAMEKH.  These “Fourteen Generations” appear thrice in Matt. 
1:17. 
 

For while the first fourteen Letters indeed depict the formation 
of Man, it is at an embryonic level, or as a child yet to receive the 
“man-making Rites”.  He has not yet passed out through the Veil, 
not yet been fully born as human.  To do this he must enter physical 
life and be subject to ordinary human up-bringing, wherein his eyes 
are clogged with preconceptions of “education”. 
 

To many the mire of materialism sticks too strongly to find 
freedom, and they continue to cling to the misconceptions heaped 
upon us by tradition, the lethal Letter of the Law.  In a few, however, 
the Spirit is strong enough, the perception keen enough, for him to 
sense the inadequacy and limitations of the system.  Such a one will 
travel the last Seven Steps, finally ascending by the Path of the 
Arrow, SAMEKH piercing the Veil and regaining their spiritual 
eyes. 
 

To do this the aspirant must follow their inner impulses.  All the 
fourteen Letters to NUN represent his eternal Self Who now seeks 
to express his potentialities (YOD) by serving as the link (VAU) 
between Spirit, the Ideal, the Intent, of the Father and the substance 
of the Mother.  Matter (Mater), infused with Spirit produces the 
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infinite variety of living creatures, culminating in Man, in and by 
whom alone is the circle completed, the Spirit made flesh, and every 
slightest human activity is the Divine activity incarnate.  There is no 
separation between Spirit and Matter possible, except in the mind 
of humanity as an entity, and, paradoxically, that illusory gap can 
only be bridged by the individual.  NUN = Individuality.  Not only 
can but must be bridged and will be made one.  Not by isolated man, 
but as one sees oneself as part of the Whole, an integral and essential 
element in Existence. 
 

Why, then, the Hebrew Alphabet?  Simply because it is the 
Unknown to most of us, certainly as set out herein. 
 

Since earliest times Man has been able to deal with the Unknown 
in terms of his environment, the more remote the better.  Thus he 
was able to allow his imagination to ascribe his inner and unknown 
self, to project himself, to the sun, moon, stars, winds and natural 
phenomena free of any “proof” to the contrary.  Materialism has 
gradually eroded the spirituality of the of the universe, and now that 
there are footprints on the moon the scope for romantic speculation 
has diminished, and the soul is happy with the romantic, poetic and 
artistic activities of life.  We have not only trampled on the once 
hallowed moon, we have also probed our solar system with rocket 
borne cameras.  In one sense we have desecrated our heavenly 
sanctuary, in another, we have been forced to draw in our horns, to 
accept our projections as our own, to realise that the desecration of 
the outer intensifies the sanctity of the inner, for what we feel 
remains with us regardless of the lack of a screen on which to 
project.  Once we blamed Mars for strife, now we must accept our 
share in it.  The great gods of the universe have come home to us.  
The romance of moonlight in young lovers remains, even if the 
moon is only ancient rock, subject to laboratory analysis. 
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Fortunately, or rather naturally, the deepest secrets of life are 
actually inherent in our make-up, needing only some semblance of 
the Unknown to accept for a time our need to project.  The mere 
fact that this ancient and intensely mystical [Hebrew] writing is, as 
yet “unknown” makes it ideal for the purpose.  In it, and in the 
equally ancient symbolism of the “Tree of Life” with which it is 
associated, is summed up the entire signature of the Mystery System 
and of all mythology.  Simply because we have no preconceptions 
about it, it works.  What is given here is not Spiritual dogma, but the 
bare essentials of how to use the system.  Certainly many books have 
been written by would-be authorities, but they serve only the most 
superficial curiosity.  They also beset us with spurious 
preconceptions, thus depriving the student of the joy of discovery.  
The less we read the more we can discover from our own 
speculation, hence the more we realise of our own potentialities.  
YOD. 
 

This generation knows nothing of the mysterious feelings of a 
dark night in open country.  The sense of unknown life about us, 
what it feels like to walk alone through virgin bush by day, hearing 
all the sounds of nature, then to sit alone at night and to hear the 
call of the owl, the chirrup of crickets, the soft fuzzing of moths, the 
scratching of the weta, the feeling of the silent tress so full of 
dreams.  The very sense of mystery is stifled.  In earlier times the 
family in the country sat around a flickering fire, with perhaps a 
candle, very aware of the feeling that outside, in the darkness, life 
goes on.  They talked, told stories, fairy tales, ghost stories, letting 
fantasy play a role in their lives.  Primitive people banged drums or 
sang chants “to keep away the ‘evil’ spirits.”  Now, we turn on the 
radio or television while passing traffic in lighted streets serves the 
same purpose, they keep away the strange whispers and mutterings 
of the unconscious world from which the very substance of our 
being is derived.  How many would feel comfortable alone in the 
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dark and far from human habitation?  We are hiding from reality 
behind a babble of noises, artificial and synthetic noises, protective 
noises, lest perchance we hear the silent spiritual stirrings within us.  
Those who do feel “queer” things about them run to the 
psychiatrist, the now witch-doctor, or reach for pills “to keep them 
quiet”, to “Calm their nerves”, drink alcohol or get involved in social 
activities, anything rather than accept that there IS a world of 
mystery, of Reality, to hide from.  The Unknown. 
 

Fear of the unknown is still deep within us, and indeed it must 
be approached with common sense and insight.  We can know it 
and it wants to be known.  This is the purpose of the mystery system, 
to assist in bridging the apparent gap between the personality and 
soul, the ever mysterious Psyche seeking her Eros.  The moonlight 
for their romance. 
 

Thus we reach the first step of initiation, the Path of AYIN, the 
Eyes, Outward appearance, and Capricorn, the Goat, and also the 
gift of Mirth.  It all looks very serious, but should be subject to a 
certain levity.  We must get through the outward appearance of 
symbols and into the essence they represent. 
 

To outward appearance we apply ourselves intensely to this 
penetration, but in fact this is also a symptom that inner experience 
is imminent.  The outward semblance will disperse, a new way of 
observing will dispel the apparent darkness, if, and only if, we await 
its emergence and do not strive to take the “Kingdom of Heaven” 
by storm, by trying to swot it up from books.  “Now is the appointed 
time”, only our preconceptions about it hide it from our AYIN, 
eyes.  To outward appearance we aspire and strive, filling our mind 
with pertinent symbolism, but the real work goes on in silence 
within us.  For this reason, unlike academic work, it does not matter 
if we are ‘wrong’ in our speculation.  Immediate results are merely 
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tokens of sincerity, not bricks for building a profound philosophy.  
AYIN makes it hard to imagine anything beyond a philosophy, but 
we are entering a new dimension.  Have fun, the “Immeasurable 
Region” beyond right and wrong philosophy will be found. 
 

Truth, reality, is not a matter of opinion.  There is no point in 
worrying about what you note down as ideas arising from 
meditation.  It is the activity that counts, not the written words, but 
the fact that the essence of the archetypal image suggested by that 
symbol is gradually becoming a living reality and active factor in your 
living - not your opinions.  Enjoy watching opinions change as you 
go along.  It does not matter, just as the outer personality now 
responding to the evolutionary urge to progress does not matter.  It 
will look like the empty shell of a cicada one day, the cocoon of a 
butterfly.  All outward appearance is but a shell for an inner life, as 
is the symbol.  The outgrown shell will be seen as the protective 
covering over the apparent gap in your totality, which now seems 
‘other’ than you feel.  Put rather crudely, the Higher Self precipitates 
the activity of the lower self towards mergence and unity.  Respond 
freely and happily.  Have fun.  You cannot construct the total 
individual by using your present mental equipment.  Nor can you by 
fortifying your present concept of what is to happen.  Drop all 
preconceptions as to your personal progress, the pattern for that is 
already complete on the archetypal level.  Respond freely; it works.  
Use much the same attitude in meditation as we do in driving around 
a strange town, alert attention to any ideas occurring, consider them, 
see how they fit, accept or reject them - tentatively. 
 

In the clutter of literature on “the occult”, much is made of the 
Seven ‘bodies’ or strata of man.  Too much.  It is all very impressive 
to read these learned treatises by experts, but in fact they present a 
far too complex and analytic hypothesis.  Much simpler and more 
practical to speak of the conditioned personality, CHETH, and the 
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real self; the same person minus his conditioning, his added 
complications formed to cope with life as the person has 
experienced it.  The infant has no such complexities, but is already 
a real person.  The personality is like a suit of armour painted to suit 
conditions.  The conditioned reflexes.  Encourage the real person to 
find the true, original self, and we allow the “higher self” to awaken 
within the armour.  It is much simpler than the books of the last 
century [19th] would imply.  The seemingly complex task of initiation 
is, in fact, a normal and natural process.  The conditioned 
personality has been conditioned by a world of people also 
conditioned, making the personality the really complex part of us.  
The real self is simple, the complications are of the personality.  Our 
meditative work is with the simple, real entity. 
 

For this reason we pay no attention to the personality, the shell 
which will fall off anyway, in time.  The church has made far too 
much fuss about morality, dealing only with the Tree of Knowledge, 
Good and Evil, re-enforcing the personality cult.  Our studies ignore 
it, dealing directly with the soul, helping it to undergo a 
metamorphosis.  The caterpillar thinks only as such, chomping its 
way through food, until the change is due.  It then turns into a 
chrysalis quite naturally, it “knows” how then to reform itself into a 
butterfly.  In due time it bursts out of its protective shell and 
“knows” how to be a butterfly.  It knows the whole process from 
birth as a caterpillar to life as a butterfly. 
 

So, at the soul level, do we “know” the process of initiation, and 
it will come in the same way, not by mentally learning about the 
process, but by providing the opportunity for nature to take her 
course.  The work of the mysteries provides this opportunity.  As 
personality, we are merely following the course of nature by letting 
our consciousness dwell on the Mysteries until the Great Work is 
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accomplished.  By Nature, not by Good Works nor by erudition.  
Not by skill or artfulness, by nature. 
 

Every aspect of the work is attuned to the soul and its work.  
The qabbalah, based on the Hebrew alphabet, leads to seeing the 
inner side of things, the life, the Tree of Life, Life as it IS and always 
has been.  We are not dealing in terms of history, in terms of 
individuals who may, perhaps, have lived thousands of years ago, 
but with the timeless realities portrayed as myth.  The Life is here 
and now, your life, all life.  We are used to seeing lots of little bits of 
life, but Life is one totality in countless forms.  Not just bodies, but 
modes, such as hope, anger, mannerisms, grief, activity, the real 
things which use bodies to express and to experience these realities.  
Therefore we see the Root of every Hebrew word as a verb, an 
activity, and the activity is an incarnation of an aspect of Life. 
 

Work through the hints given on the significance of the Letters, 
expanding them into living concepts.  These Signs are as tiny seeds 
capable of growing into living organisms.  Everywhere we can see 
Life enjoying itself in every form it takes, it is only in the complexity 
of the conditioned personality that it appears, at times, otherwise.  
“Appears” -- AYIN -- to outward appearance, not IS.  Life enjoys 
itself in whatever form it takes, within the limits of that form.  As a 
tree, a lamb, a puppy, a symphony or a myth, within its CHETH it 
feels and expresses the joy of BEING.  In every human act of 
creativeness, it finds joy.  Only when the limits of the present phase 
of evolution have been reached does it feel cramped and confined, 
then it is ready for the next step of evolution, one which does indeed 
involve some queer and unaccustomed feelings, mainly fear of the 
Unknown, of what lies ahead.  We use these exercises of probing 
the mysteries to accustom ourselves to the future, to the next step, 
the final one, in evolution.  Many have gone on before us, but they 
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know that it must be taken alone and that to speak of it would only 
provide more preconceptions to blind you. 

 
Look at Life, not the form it takes.  We shall now proceed to 

look at the Tree of Life as a symbolic representation of the whole 
of Life, from the Absolute to Matter and back again, having thus 
experienced a sublime transformation. 

 
In all this process you are the field of action, but principally, you 

are the observer rather than the actor, your acts being the reflection 
of the cosmic activity of gaining consciousness – through your 
mind, as the witness, observer and experiencer of Absolute Being. 
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Chapter III 
 

Of The Tree Of Life 
 
 

The accompanying diagram is actually rather cluttered but 
shows the basic associations of the Letters and their symbolism with 
the “VEIL” which exists in our minds as conditioned by popular 
attitudes at this stage of evolution. 
 

Down the left side are the 4 Planes, ATziLuTH, BRIAH, 
YeTzIRaH and A’aShIaH.  With the third, Yetzirah, covering all the 
circles numbered 4 to 9 being the six stages of consciousness 
ascribed to VAU, the Soul, as the “Link” between the threefold 
Spirit and the personality, numbered 4, the tenth of the numbered 
circles, TEN being the complete cycle of the digital system referring 
to the Spiritual cycle.  The number “12” is the temporal cycle of the 
Zodiac, the “Fruit” of the Tree of Life as referred to in the Book of 
Revelation.  The 12 Tribes, 12 apostles, 12 loaves of “shewbread” 
in the tabernacle, the outward and physical, “AYIN”, expression of 
creation. 
 

Here is an example of where preconceptions of the goal creep 
in and obscure reality.  The “Twelve Manner of Fruit” are often 
confused with the rather hazy figure of some Messianic person.  
People build up an idealised image of some superhuman person 
whom they follow as the One True God and fanatically defend their 
ideal, whether it be Jesus, Buddha, Mahomet, Annie Besant, 
Rudolph Steiner, Carl Jung, Moses or Krishna.  The Twelve Manner 
of Fruit suggest the complete Zodiac as the external product of the 
Spirit, with every possible degree included, so there is no real “Ideal” 
on which to base our goal. 
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The personality, finally true to the individual, is quite incidental, and 
yet to be discovered.  Therefore “Thou shalt not make to thyself any 
graven image, nor the likeness of...”.  We are wasting our energy by 
trying to model ourselves on any ideal, or on trying to tell people 
who they should use as an ideal.  Again, AYIN, outward appearance, 
is illusory but does have a very definite purpose.  Look at the Life - 
not the form it takes. 
 

The top three circles are referred to as the “Three Supernals”, 
The Trinity.  They are the changeless, stable and eternal Trinity.  Yet 
they are the root cause of all activity, and activity necessarily 
produces change, motion, and infinite variety, while ever remaining 
absolute and unchanging. 
 

The next six circles represent the Soul, where activity produces 
infinite variety, colour, feelings, as in a symphony.  This is the zone 
of experience rich in variety and meaning.  The central circle, 
Tiphareth the sixth circle, is given the symbol of the Sun, as the 
central source of all radiation.  Below it is YeSOD, and the Moon, 
as the passive partner of the Solar energy above.  This portrays the 
point that each circle is positive compared with its successor.  
Positivity predominates right down the Tree and is thus the 
dominant role of humanity, even, as it is, at the foot of the Tree.  
But as we saw with SAMEKH, Circular movement, there is a 
constant flow of living energy emanating from KeTheR, the Crown, 
through all the Tree to MaLKuTh, the tenth circle, and back to 
Kether.  We must see this as the total activity of the One thing, 
manifest in all things, and all things as living. 
 

To each of the Six circles in YeTzIRaH is allotted a Planetary 
Sign, the Seventh Planet, Saturn, though referred to BINaH, the 3rd 
circle, actually refers to the Three Supernals, and is therefore often 
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shown as set on the middle Pillar of the Tree between the Paths of 
DALETH and TETH and called “DA’aTh”, Knowledge, 
awareness, cosmic consciousness. 

 
The circles numbered “2” and “3” [Chokmah and Binah] carry 

the Letters of the Name “I” and “H” of IHVH, Father and Mother 
in the lesser squares of the Great Square containing the 22 Letters.  
“I” and “H” are coupled by the Path of DALETH and the Planet 
Venus, LOVE, and this eternal union produces VAV, the next six 
circles, the SON.  MaLKUTh, the 10th  and lowest circle, is “the 
Bride chamber” wherein dwells the “BRIDE” of the Apocalypse, 
Whose Veil separates the Bride and Groom, the Son, to outward 
appearance.  Thus the four levels shown on the Tree, the four 
Planes, correspond to our four lesser chambers of the Great Square, 
as indicated by the Elemental triangles depicted in the 10th circle. 
 

Now the Seven Steps of Initiation start with AYIN, from the 
Sun in Tiphareth towards Mercury in HOD, the 8th circle, while we 
would expect it to start from MaLKUTh, the 10th and run upwards, 
which it does “to outward appearance”.  To “outward appearance” 
it is as if Man had to climb up from Malkuth, but the terms Son and 
Bride suggest another activity, the courtship of the SON in 
Tiphareth towards the Bride in Malkuth.  Which is what really is 
happening, while the personality is responding to the flow down the 
Path of SAMEKH, responding, not initiating.  Therefore all activity 
between the Soul, as centred in the SUN of Tiphareth and the 
personality, is reciprocal, being under the same Law, the action is 
mutual, and “RECIPROSITY” is the quality assigned to the Letter 
TAU passing upward through the “Veil” from MaLKUTh.  Known 
as the “Dark Path of TAU”, Saturn, also shown in the black circle 
of the Great Mother in BINAH, the 3rd circle, or rather as the Three 
Supernals suggested by the ‘ephemeral’ DA’aTh previously 
mentioned. 

747459



THE LANTERN – Berashith 
____________________________________ 

 

 

 
The first Fourteen Letters end in Path 24, NUN, Scorpio, 

Individuality, Transformation, Death, followed by the redemptive, 
aspirational, Path of SAMEKH, Path 25, ascending the Middle 
Pillar. 
 

The remaining Seven Letters follow a sequence linking the lower 
four circles, and these four are ‘reflected’ in the 10th circle as the 
Elements, Fire - Water - Air - Earth, I H V H. 
 

In typing Hebrew words on the Tree the Hebrew Letter is in 
capitals, small letters indicating vocalisation, e.g. “Tz” is TZADDI, 
“T” is TETH, “Th” is TAU.  The more recent Jewish system of 
putting dots, etc., about letters to indicate pronunciation, are 
ignored in the mystical approach. 
 

The 10th circle is thus a summary of the Four Planes of the Tree, 
written in Hebrew alongside the four numbers (which show these 
Planes) on the left side, ATziLUTh, BRIAH, YeTzIRaH and 
A’aShIaH -- the Seven Churches of Asia or AShIH (Assiah), with 
the AYIN pronounced “AA” (see note on the part “ON THE 
LETTER AYIN”). 
 

As in the Great Square, the Elements in the lowest circle appear 
opposite, active to passive, but with the Son as above the Bride while 
Father and Mother are on opposite sides, not as opposites so much 
as reciprocals in equilibrium. 
 

The Three Supernals are linked to BRIAH by one Planetary and 
four Zodiacal Signs.  The Fourth Plane, A’aShIaH, is linked through 
the Veil by one Zodiacal, one Planetary and one Elemental Path, 
and the three Letters on them spell QShTh.  QeSheTh, an Archer, 
Sagittarius, SAMEKH in Hebrew, the Rainbow of Promise, QShTh. 
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The circles represent stages, the Paths activities of 

consciousness, thus the Sephiroth, circles, are passive while the 
Paths are active. 

 
The mystical numbers “7” and “10” are reconciled on the Tree, 

10 states in 7 Planes, thus the “7” and “2” give the proportions of 
the Tree, Seven units high [the seven points on the Middle Pillar that 
mark either one of the Sephiroth or a crossing Path] and Two units 
wide -- an important bit of symbolism hidden in the Seven Double 
Letters.  Many people distort the TREE to suit their philosophic 
convenience and to ‘prove’ a bit of bigotry.  The mystical value is in 
“7” and “2”.  There is One Tree and One alone.  Alter one detail 
and we licence all distortions of convenience.  “He that hath an ear, 
hear what the Spirit saith to the Assemblies”.  We are dealing with 
mysticism, not philosophy, though having been written it lies open 
to the pomposity of philosophy.  Amen. 
 

With the ratio of 7 x 2 we return to the number “14”, the soul 
in twin aspect, Isis and Nephthys, the Seven Double Letters with 
their planetary associations.  Again, the Seven Planets as allotted to 
the circles from the ‘ephemeral’ Sephirah, the invisible DAATH 
between the Three Supernals, the spiritual world, and through to 
YESOD, the FOUNDATION, all lying in the Plane marked “3”, 
ITzIRH, Yetzirah, with its central “BEAUTY”, ThPhARTh 
(Tiphareth), and the Sun.  Again these Seven are dual in nature, 
giving us 14. 
 

From the circle numbered 6 to that numbered 9 is the Path of 
the Arrow, SAMEKH, Sagittarius, the Archer, springing from 
QeSheTh, the Bow.  “Circular Movement, the End returning on 
itself, Evolution”, the Fifteenth Letter, and in Masonry we hear of 
the Fifteen Fellowcrafts who set out to find the missing Master 
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Builder, only one of whom actually succeeds, and from the 
discovery arise the “Substituted Secrets” of the Craft. 
 

Thus the first fifteen Letters and the Paths attributed to them, 
together with the Ten Sephiroth, the circles, are always active in 
creation in general and humanity in particular, with the Path of 
SAMEKH linking to the circle numbered 9, ISVD, the Foundation.  
These four letters (ISVD), as a group, can be studied from the 
section on the symbolism of the Letters, in association with the 
Moon, the number “9”, and the point on the Tree where it falls, plus 
its AIRY link through the Path of TAU, SATURN, to the Airy part 
of MaLKUTh.  Why is this apparent nadir called “The 
KINGDOM”?  What relation to KThR (Kether), the Crown?  Why 
the Airy part of Malkuth, the intuition? 
 

As drawn, the three Paths through the Veil are correct 
symbolism, except that we have shown the division of Malkuth into 
four, which is a step beyond the usual shown because in dealing with 
the forms of the Letters we have used this fourfold presentation.  
The Paths 29 and 31 are drawn as to the centre, but should be 
considered in this presentation as linking the Fiery aspect of 
Malkuth to the circle NTzCh (NeTzaCh), “7”, VENUS at the foot 
of the “Pillar” of YOD shown in circle 2, Fire, while on the other 
side, at the foot of the “Pillar” leading from the number 3 circle, 
WATER, is the circle 8, HVD, Mercury, Water linked by the 
principle of Fire in SHIN to the WATER aspect active in Malkuth. 
 

In the final stages, known as “Initiation” the Paths from AYIN 
to TAU become sequentially active, piercing through the VEIL to 
illuminate MaLKUTh.  This is in purely technical terms and rather 
brutal in expression.  We need not try to reason the process into 
happening, it just does.  But during this process responses occur in 
the personality calling for some response from that area - ourselves.  
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We begin to feel there is something beyond orthodoxy, that there is 
more to life than just toddling along with the herd from the womb 
to the tomb.  This feeling may result in numerous ways, according 
to our personal conditioning.  The actual sense of disquiet may be 
veiled in many ways from hyperactivity to depression.  The nearness 
of the soul may cause a change of interest in the opposite sex, the 
soul is “having an affair” with the personality which may be reflected 
in the outer life as the same.  The soul appears to include those 
factors missing in personal life and seeking expression, including 
sexuality.  A fuller degree of living is imminent, a balancing out of 
the personality.  Things “forbidden” in our personal philosophy 
begin to intrude and may result in a guilt complex, a neurosis, or just 
a release from former inhibiting factors.  Troublous times may lie 
ahead if our conditioning is severe, our living too ‘black and white’, 
if Good and Evil figure much in ruling our lives.  The “Fruit of the 
Tree of Knowledge”, ‘good and evil’, affects us all but to varying 
degrees.  We must now turn our attention to Life rather than mere 
morality and ethics.  For this reason our symbolism concerns life in 
general and the TREE OF LIFE in particular.  The symbolism of 
the Tree as shown is concerned only with Life, Life as it IS, no 
thought of what “ought to be”, only what IS.  By definition, “What 
ought to be” is not.  It is a preconception only, no matter how firmly 
embedded in our make-up.  Focus on it brings only discontent, 
frustration, resentment - some of the symptoms of the Path of 
AYIN.  Life even appears ‘evil’, all wrong, because we have yet to 
break through the “outward appearances - AYIN”, not by fighting 
against appearances but by looking beyond them.  Dealing with 
symbols trains us in just that, penetrating through the symbol to its 
essence.  Reading about symbols merely re-inforces the habit of 
looking outside ourselves, playing with symbols, lightly but eagerly 
seeking what they have to say liberates us.  Symbols at once conceal 
and reveal reality to us, the activity of playing with them is actually 
doing something to further our evolution.  We are living our need 
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to know more, not just wishing or talking about it, living it as an 
activity of the Tree of Life.  Only thus can we grow.  Reading or 
‘being taught’ perpetrates our slavery to opinion and bigotry.  Hence 
every Hebrew root-word is a verb, a ‘doing’ word, an activity, and 
always a positive idea.  Having studied the notes on each Letter we 
have all the ‘learning’ required, now start to Live the new way.  Used 
in meditation these symbols will stir up the inner activity required.  
Every name, whether personal or geographical, that is used in the 
bible comes from a root-word and expresses some activity in daily 
life, and daily life is a very important factor in this training, it is where 
things actually work out for us.  A recluse is hiding from life or some 
aspect of it.  We are to dive right into living, avoiding nothing, 
fearing nothing until we find the fullness of Life. 
 

Never accept the meaning of a Hebrew word from a dictionary.  
As we have said, the simple word YOD = Hand, but has 74 different 
meanings in the English Old Testament, none of which arouse its 
inner and active influence from the soul.  Hebrew dictionaries try to 
justify the Authorised Version, while later revisions are done to suit 
the preconceptions of the authors and serve no spiritual purpose. 
 

The scrolls, as ardently preserved in our synagogues, are not 
written in separate words and verses but in one continuous series of 
letters without points for vocalising.  Breaks in the flow of letters 
are indicated by inserting a single isolated Letter PEH or SAMEKH 
which appears in Genesis 1: at the end of verses 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31.  
You will find a little sign at the  beginning of each verse following 
these links like this ¶ marking a new paragraph for the Letter PEH.  
At the end of chapters 3 and 4 the Letter SAMEKH appears, 
signifying a change of theme.  In chapter 3 the Letter SAMEKH 
appears at the start of verses 16 and 17, and in chapter 5 at the start 
of verses 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, etc, but not at verse 3 as indicated in the 
English bible. 
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Sometimes either PEH or SAMEKH appear thrice, as if to 

indicate a chapter, but not strictly observed in the English.  In fact 
there are some very odd letters carefully and rightly preserved in the 
Hebrew such as the Final form of a letter in the middle of a word, a 
few letters in larger or smaller size than the rest, some upside down.  
These details are beyond the scope of these notes and are mentioned 
here for speculative rather than specific reasons.  The initial letter of 
Genesis, BETH, is written much larger than the normal size - for a 
reason.  Again, some parts of the bible are in Chaldee, not Hebrew, 
such as parts of the Book of Daniel. 
 

A “word” not translated in the English of Genesis is “ATh”, 
ALEPH-TAU, the first and the last Letters of the alphabet, or as 
used in the New Testament, “Alpha and Omega - the beginning and 
the ending”, following the expression “I AM”.  That is “THE ALL”, 
the essence.  From this it is evident that it is the spiritual nature of 
the universe.  There is no past tense in the Hebrew of Genesis, 
rather the present continuous sense.  Obviously there can be no 
beginning or end in temporal terms of the activity of creation.  Thus 
within the limits of English the interpretation would be more like 
“At the Source of Being God causes to exist the Spiritual Essence 
of the heavens and the earth”, but even this is far too restricted.  
Such inferences are best left to the individual to make and to adjust 
as seen fit at any time.  Again we offer hints only, in the hope that 
they will help to disperse a few preconceptions. 
 

However, symbolic study is not, and never should be hard work.  
Very little more than what is already offered here is needed.  To aim 
at being an expert in the Hebrew language would be a false concept 
of spiritual purpose - “to worship false gods.”  Most beginners make 
the mistake of being put off by the apparent complexity, or use the 
studies as ego fodder, thus we see a gap, a big gap, between the result 
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of either error.  But there is always the “Noble Middle Way” 
between them, symbolised by the Middle Pillar of our Tree of Life, 
representing consciousness, pure unmodified consciousness.  
Thought is the process of modifying what is seen, relating it to 
associated imprints in the subconscious mind, seeing it against the 
backdrop of personal experience or concept rather than just as it IS.  
The second Sutra of Patanjali’s “Yoga-Sutra”, translated by 
someone with his own conditioning, reads “YOGA is the 
suppression of the transformations of the thinking principle”.  Our 
gospels quote “Which of you, by taking thought, can add one cubit 
to his stature?”  We habitually relate what is seen to other contents 
of the memory.  The practice of active meditation gradually causes 
us to get beyond these preconceptions until the mind can no longer 
find things to relate to, and we are left facing the thing as it is, 
especially so if we are using unknown symbols, things unrelated to 
the contents of the personality, free things, having no tags or labels.  
The mind thus open and free can be used by the soul to pop in new 
ideas, not necessarily direct to the conscious mind, but gradually 
building up and vivifying that which already lies deep within us.  We 
may well be quite unaware of anything new, but the process 
continues, gradually attuning the personality to the Real world about 
us.  Full awareness of the spiritual world may then begin to occur 
over quite a short time, a few weeks, but it may take years of patient, 
undemanding preparation, many changing bits of insight, many 
broken idols we have carefully cherished, times of anxiety, gloom, 
urgency, exaltation and despair before the Veil is parted and the 
work of the Soul completed. 
 

Because the Tree of Life, based on the Hebrew alphabet, is a 
true reflection of the inner Self, it is safe to use, provided our motive 
is spiritual and not egoistic.  If we also treat the gospels as hinting at 
inner Life rather than history and morality, it may be used by the 
Soul in the process of Initiation.  Study any name, geographical or 
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personal from the Hebrew.  “Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of 
the Bible” traces even names in the New Testament back to a 
Hebrew word and thence to a root-word, though it must be 
remembered that Strong was a scholar, not a mystic, and he tends 
to justify the English of King James.  The whole of Nature is a 
beautiful illustration of Life, keep close to it.  Consider well the egg-
grub-chrysalis-butterfly drama.  At each stage it knew what to do.  
So do you in your metamorphosis, in your heart, “know” the whole 
Plan of Creation.  Your personal search is a result of the nearness 
of the goal, not its cause. 
 

 
The diagram on the left shows an aspect of the Three Mother 

Letters, while that on the right shows a parallel symbolism using the 
Elemental Triangles and the Letters of the Name IHVH. 
 

The right-hand pillar of the Tree is that of the Father, Fire, 
YOD.  The left-hand pillar is that of the Mother, Water, MAIM.  
Between them is the “Noble Middle Way”, that of the Son, Air, 
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ALEPH.  At the head of the Father pillar is AB, Father, on the left, 
AM, Mother.  On the Middle Pillar is BN, the Son.  At its foot lies 
KLH, the Bride, also called MLKH, the Queen in Hebrew, and the 
lowest, the 10th circle, is called MLKVTh, Malkuth, the Kingdom.  
In Tarot, the four Court cards are allotted, the King to AB, the 
Queen to AM, the Knight to BN, and the Princess to MLKH.  There 
is a great mystery to these, as in IHVH, a mystery which can be 
resolved by patient study. 
 

First one should learn the Letters thoroughly, their form and 
their symbolism as summed up in the Key-words.  Also their 
numerical values.  Thus at the sight of any Letter all its associated 
ideas are simultaneously lit up in the subconscious mind.  Unless 
this is done further work would be mere idle curiosity and ego 
fodder. 
 

The Three Mother Letters are each ascribed to one of the 22 
Paths.  The Seven Double Letters (Daughters), appear on the Paths, 
and also on the SEPHIROTH (plural of SEPHIRAH) or circles, 
thus there “Double” significance.  But the Three Mothers refer to 
the whole Tree and therefore called “Mothers”.  The right-hand 
diagram shows FIRE on the right, WATER on the left, typified by 
the upward, active triangle and the downward, passive triangle.  
When these two “know” each other they beget the Son in the 
Hexagram of ThPhARTh, Tiphareth, Beauty, the central “Sephirah” 
or circle, and it will be noted that if either triangle of the Hexagram 
moves in the direction it points, they become AIR and EARTH, the 
barred triangles at the top and bottom of the Middle Pillar. 
 

In the basic diagram of the Tree of Life, Earth does not appear 
-- neither does the Bride.  The diagram of the Tree [Figure 2] takes 
the liberty of showing Malkuth, the tenth circle as divided into four, 
one of which is shown as Earth, but this is actually a separate 
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development.  Here though [Figures 3 & 4] we show the Elemental 
Triangles as allotted to the four extremities of the Tree but 
synthesised in TIPHARETH as the Hexagram.  This symbolism 
merits consideration rather than any dictum.  All we give here is a 
pointer to the concept of the “Three Mother Letters”. 
 

The Seven Double Letters, or Daughters, are each allotted to a 
Planet in the old sevenfold system, still valid because we no longer 
project ourselves into the stars but treat them as internal.  In Figure 
2 a Planet is shown in the Sephiroth (circles) numbered 3 to 9.  
Saturn is in BINAH, the Great Mother, but is usually more readily 
considered in the “ephemeral” Sephirah “DAATh”, which is not 
usually drawn because it is actually non-existent but rather a 
philosophic convenience, sited half way between KETHER (1) and 
TIPHARETH (6).  This is because there is more to planetary 
symbolism than meets the eye.  DAATH is written DALETH-
AYIN-TAU and is translated as “Knowledge”.  The reason being 
that “knowledge” is “ephemeral” as we discover in passing from the 
world of the Soul to the World of Spirit, at the point where DAATH 
is suggested.  Only in passing through this phase can this be 
“understood” (BINAH = “Understanding”).  No academic 
explanation will then be needed, nor need be given here.  Really 
speaking, the Seven Planets -- or any septenary symbolism -- is of 
the Soul, not the Spirit (which is of the Three Supernals, the first 
triad at the top of the Tree).  Indeed only then can the Mother-Bride 
symbolism be known, which is why so little of the Bride is directly 
mentioned in scripture.  Partly because of this is the Great Name 
IHVH never spoken.  We refer to this merely to indicate the fact 
that the Three Mother Letters are really spiritual, while the Seven 
Daughters symbolise the Soul, that part of us active in these studies, 
so that the role of Saturn, while shown in BINAH, actually is the 
Sabbath of the six Sephiroth numbered 4 to 9.  The value of VAU 
is 6, and the sixth Sephirah is number 6, with the Hexagram as its 
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emblem.  Saturn also appears as the last Path of the Tree, between 
YESOD, 9, and MALKUTH, 10.  In Tarot, it is the Ultimate 
Triumphal Card, the UNIVERSE. 
 

Here may be quoted the very mystical reference to MALKUTH, 
the tenth and last Sephirah, from the Sepher Yetzirah or Book of 
Formation on which these studies are based.  Note that MALKUTH 
is cut off from the Six Sephiroth of the Soul by “The Veil”, but:- 
 

“The Tenth Path is the Resplendent Intelligence, because it 
is exalted above every head, and sits on the throne of Binah, 
(the Intelligence spoken of in the Third Path).  It illuminates 
the splendour of all the lights, and causes a supply of 
influence to emanate from the Prince of countenances.”  

 
The word “Intelligence” may be suggested to imply ‘active 

awareness’ or ‘Mode of consciousness’ in the book quoted.  We use 
the translation of Wm. Wynn Westcott, founder of the “Golden 
Dawn” Order, now inoperative.  The passage is similar to ‘Thy Will 
be done in Earth as it is in Heaven’, in intent.  The beautiful essence 
of this quotation should never be defiled by words, it is the privilege 
of the Soul to illuminate the mind.  BINAH, Understanding, does 
this of Herself, states the quotation, by the Will of the Father, the 
Prince of Countenances.  Unless the Soul is exercised by the 
Mysteries there is no spiritual progress.  “The Letter Killeth, the 
Spirit giveth LIFE.”  No books can supplant the work of the soul.  
We need heart-knowing, not head knowledge, and TIPHARETH is 
the Heart chakra.  If we were filled with all the book-knowledge in 
the world we would be as stuffed dummies.  Dead.  The motive to 
seek is of the soul, and we must work with her.  A starting point and 
a little encouragement is all we need.  The mysteries attune us to her 
language. 
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Continuing with the Planets in the Sephiroth, the word SPR, 
Sepher, is a Root word with the mundane meaning “To mark, score, 
engrave”, sometimes translated as “book” as in SEPHER 
YETZIRAH, and SEPHIRAH is from this Root.  Sometimes 
translated the same as our word “sapphire” as a hard gem used to 
scratch or mark.  It has a HEH at the end to indicate a feminine or 
receptive nature (the SEPHIROTH are passive, the Paths active).  
The Sephiroth can be seen, at this early stage as states or degrees of 
consciousness, as reservoirs from which the Paths flow actively.  
Thus KETHER is the Absolute, the One God, the Cause of Causes, 
timeless, changeless, pure BEING.  From it arise CHOCKMAH 
(Wisdom) and BINAH (Understanding), the DUAD as the basis of 
all activity, referred to as AB (Father) and AM (Mother), the YOD-
HEH of IHVH.  Though changeless and eternal in themselves, 
these are the originators of multiplicity, motion.  Thus is formed the 
Three Supernals, Kether, Chockmah and Binah, forming the top 
triangle of the Tree.  Yet this triangle covers two of the Four Worlds.  
ATzLVTh, ATZILUTH, the first World stands on its own, a 
mystery yet to be discovered by the aspirant.  The Second World 
BRIH, BRIAH, contains the second and third aspects of the Deity.  
This is called the Archetypal World from which every activity of Life 
proceeds, containing within itself all potentiality and Purpose, every 
possible Form of Life, for each Form is the result of an activity.  
Below is the Third World, ITzIRH, YETZIRAH (Formation), 
wherein the potentialities potentially held in BRIAH take on forms 
of activity.  This is the realm of the Soul and of our particular study 
within this manuscript.  By and from this Third World, the Fourth 
is brought into manifestation in AShIH, ASSIAH, the material 
Universe, with the Sephirah MLKVTh, MALKUTH.  This is the 
realm of the Elements, of the personality, the set of conditioned 
reflexes we confuse with the word “I”, from which the “I” must 
come to emerge as King, MLK, the root of the word MALKUTH, 
that he may rule as crowned with KETHER by the intent and 
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activity of the Tree as a Whole.  Thus is MALKUTH the objective 
of KETHER with the intermediate SEPHIROTH serving just this 
one purpose.  Hence the quotation from the Sepher Yetzirah above. 
 

Now SATURN, the Planetary link between the Three Supernals 
and the Soul in Yetzirah symbolises well the role of the Mother AM, 
in Binah, protective, restrictive, nourishing, but liable to be clung to 
too long.  “Prison Bars or Nursery Walls” is one concept.  If used 
as nursery walls, many, most, stay securely within the Mother aspect, 
safe, warm, well fed.  Within the Womb.  But the SON must be 
born, grow up, become independent, to know the Father and to 
inherit His Kingdom.  Then Saturn becomes “prison bars”, a sense 
of restriction, limitation.  The old laws, rules of convention, begin 
to chafe.  “As above, so below”, when the babe is ready for birth, it 
sends to the mother the hormones to begin labour, it decides to be 
born.  So in personal life, when we are ready, we begin to seek 
liberation, room to grow up.  We may resent the confines of 
convention.  Now Saturn rules in the Path of TAU, symbolising the 
final liberation, spiritual adulthood, but it also rules Capricorn, the 
26th Path of AYIN, the stress of being born.  Those not feeling ready 
tend to prevent this stage, to cling to the Mother, to move into 
another aspect of the Mother, tradition, laws, obedience, 
dependence. 
 

The Mother represents all that we have inherited, the past, all of 
which is already built in to us and can be readily aroused.  The 
reluctant turn to many old books, ancient traditions, to rely on what 
is taught, to follow or formulate philosophies that will justify them, 
protect them from being “wrong”.  The need to be “right” is strong. 
 

Some of this is necessary.  In the “Golden Dawn” system this 
was covered in the “Outer Order”, referred to the Four Elemental 
Grades and the “Black Pillar of Binah”, the left hand Pillar of the 
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Tree formed by BINAH, GEBURAH, & HOD, the “left hand 
Path”.  But this is followed by contact with the right hand Pillar, 
CHOKMAH, CHESED, & NETZACH before seeking the Path of 
Equilibrium, the Noble Middle Way, YESOD, through the Path of 
SAMEKH, to TIPHARETH, the SON and the Sun. 
 

Communication by the Soul with the personality and the 
conscious mind, still identified together, is by the subconscious 
mind, and now may begin a series of strong dreams using symbolism 
to express some need or impression as the medium.  During active 
and purposeful meditation the channel is just beginning to open.  
The Soul uses symbolism, so do we, thus the common factors are 
growing and a two-way dialogue is established of which we gradually 
become aware. 
 

The ceremonies of the Golden Dawn are very accurately attuned 
to this reciprocal activity and helpful to each side of the veil, 
reflecting the inner life of the soul and Spirit to the conscious mind, 
full of hints to which the subconscious responds naturally, but the 
reasoning mind may be too full of preconceptions to recognise the 
meanings for some time.  This is the most likely time for the student 
to go astray, to follow the “left hand Path” back to the Mother side 
of the Tree, to try to continue the “learning” process as practised at 
school or to try too hard to defend prejudice.  To use the protective 
and habitual aspects of Saturn rather than risk freedom and its 
companion, responsibility, both essential for maturity.  
Discrimination and equilibrium are essential.  The rational mind 
must be used to its limit and beyond, into intuition, but always 
practical and rational. 
 

Next, in ChSD - CHESED, we find Jupiter, which appears again 
on the Path leading from Chesed down to Netzach.  Jupiter, jovial, 
generous, powerful, benign, has the same intent as the word ChSD, 
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and by studying these Letters we get the sense luxuriant growth, the 
Cornucopia, limitless abundance, “Mercy” in the old sense of 
Providence, something given.  In Chesed we are very close to the 
Father, very much aware of Him and at the same finding a fully 
mature relationship with the Mother, quite different from that which 
we had as new-born babes, under Capricorn and AYIN.  We no 
longer need her maternal instincts, but as mature Sons, respect and 
share Her labour.  As MRI, the Great Salt sea, Bitterness, she is the 
source from which every tear is drawn, but She gives in love for the 
Father, sharing together the joy that Man is born.  Jupiter is 
associated with KAPH, Receptivity, assimilation, and we have 
already seen the “pair of opposites” linked with KAPH. 
 

GBVRH, GEBURAH, Severity, the Fifth Sephirah, is the home 
of Mars, and rightly on the Mother side.  Mars also appears in the 
Path of PEH, the 27th Path in the conflict between emotion and 
intellect, desire and will.  We think in response to what we feel.  
There is much to contemplate here.  The Fiery Mars gives rise to 
the Path of MAIM, Water, and Mars rules Scorpio, NUN, and 
Death, and the generative system, male and female (the cause of 
much human strife).  A Fiery Planet ruling a Watery Sign, plenty of 
steam here.  Scorpio, NUN, the Destroyer, making way for new 
growth, regeneration.  Study the Letter PEH, consider the old 
Planetary gods, their positive and their negative aspects, also the 
older versions of the Twelve Labours of Hercules where they are 
treated as folklore rather than the more current trend to treat them 
as pseudo history. 
 

ThPhARTh - TIPHARETH, the Sixth and Central Sephirah is 
ruled by the Sun, Apollo, the Heart, Beauty, Light, Life.  The Sun is 
referred to in the Path of RESH in the section on the 22 Letters.  
The Christ, the SON aspect of the Trinity.  AIR, the Hexagram, 
VAU, the number 6, there is plenty of stimulus to both mind and 
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Soul herein.  Consider the Hebrew “Let there be LIGHT”, AVR.  
Look up these three Letters and roll them around in your mind.  
Speculate now - KNOW later.  If the alphabet is well assimilated 
(KAPH), the subconscious will be ready to yield a rich harvest.  We 
must KNOW as a parent knows the children, not as a schoolboy 
knows his tables or history, by rote.  Feel the Livingness of the SUN 
in the Heart of the Universe and in Man.  Know the Lovingness of 
the SON in Humanity as in the Infinite One. 
 

We have here taken the Seven Double Letters, not in their 
alphabetical sequence but in order of their sequence in the Planetary 
attribution to the Sephiroth.  Here we have the Sun, RESH, at the 
midpoint of the sevenfold series, the fourth as between two sets of 
three, thus the pivot or point of equilibrium of the Septenary which 
is typical of Tiphareth, on the middle of the middle Pillar. 
 

The next Planet is Venus, related to DALETH, on the seventh 
circle, NTzCh, NETZACH, Victory, while the letter Daleth links I-
H, Chokmah and Binah, in the Supernal Triad.  Being on the right 
hand Pillar, Venus is here associated with the Element of Fire, the 
active, creative Fire of the Father reflected in the right quarter of 
Malkuth as Intellect, Will.  There appears to be a little reconciliation 
needed here to relate Venus to Fire, especially down the Watery Path 
of QOPH and Pisces.  However it is necessary to work along with 
this and with the Letters NTzCh and the association will become 
acceptable.  Venus rules in the 14th Path of DALETH and in 
Netzach.  She also rules the Signs of Taurus, VAV, and Libra, 
LAMED. 
 

Study of the Tree should include all such relationships on every 
Path.  Note that there are 32 “Mysterious Paths of Wisdom” 
numbered on the Tree.  There are the 10 Sephiroth, 3 + 7, and the 
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22 Paths (which as Letters also divide into) 3 Mothers, 7 Daughters 
and 12 Simple. 
 

“Wisdom and Folly” are the pair of opposites assigned to 
NETZACH, Venus.  These apply more in the Path of DALETH 
than in the Sephira, where they imply that cleverness is folly, 
compared with the Wisdom of Chokmah and that Love brings 
Wisdom, coldly ignored by the Intellect reflected from Netzach to 
the Fire in Malkuth. 
 

Actually, the TREE may be drawn as applying wholly to each of 
the Four Planes.  When regarded as in ASSIAH, the Fourth and 
lowest, then NETZACH is seen as intellect and HOD to emotion, 
feeling.  Thus these two represent the limit of evolution of humanity 
at present.  The Path of Mars connecting them reflects the conflict 
we see about us in terms of ideals, political strife, social dis-ease.  We 
are trying to compensate for emotional discords using intellectual 
methods.  Venus gets a bit lost here, but gains significance as the 
Tree is drawn on the higher Planes. 
 

Mercury in HOD refers to the Letter BETH, Life and Death 
being the pair of opposites.  In HOD it refers to the quick, reflexive 
emotional responses as contrasted with the pensive, intellectual 
responses.  Our emotional reflexes may look quite irrational, but 
often work out better than cold logic.  Thus these two accentuate 
the “pairs of opposites” represented by the two Pillars of Fire and 
Water, between which soars the “Pillar of Equilibrium”, the Middle 
Pillar to which we aspire, turning neither to the left nor to the right 
but fully aware of their essential presence.  BETH, “Interior 
Action”, the conscious mind when fully alert and active determines 
our course. 
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The Moon in ISVD, YESOD, as in the Path of GIMEL carries 
the reflected Light, as a means of communication (Camel, Canal), 
between the Sun or SON of Tiphareth and the personality in 
Malkuth.  Here it represents the wonderful subconscious mind, the 
Moon Goddess, as it reflects and records every moment of our lives, 
and even deeper, into the Race-conscious Mind, the dark recess in 
which is stored the whole history of our evolution.  Our total 
inheritance up to the most important bit of it, the present moment.  
Each sacred symbol or archetype is reflected here, in Yesod, and 
awakened by our active meditation.  Passive “meditation” can easily 
result in the “Rapture of the Deep”, when we may loose our Self in 
the deep, dark ocean of the Mother.  Rapture of the Deep, 
experienced by divers who stay down too long, seems a beautiful 
state, ordinary pebbles look full of beauty, everything feels just 
wonderful.  Though he knows he is dying of nitrogen narcosis, the 
diver longs to stay down, wants never to leave this beautiful state.  
People who practice this form of passive meditation are similarly 
effected.  Here is the very serious danger of using the methods of 
meditation given in many popular books.  The reader is told to take 
some symbol and visualise himself as doing certain things.  He must 
remain totally passive.  He must not take notes or try to recall or 
retain what passes “We can not make things happen...” he is told.  
Just let them happen. 
 

Those who practice this method do indeed get pleasant, warm 
feelings.  They may get to a stage where everything seems warm and 
cosy, a quiet ecstasy.  They do indeed use the magic of Diana.  They 
would be better off taking morphine, they become just as addicted, 
just as dependent.  They tend to avoid the Sun, read pleasurable 
books, romances on the mystic way.  They may well show you little 
treasures they have found, clever tricks they have learned and call 
‘magic’, but they will lack vigour, assertiveness, self-assurance.  They 
are quite childish in many ways yet want to impress you with their 
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‘cleverness’.  They may even lose their ‘selves’ to the extent that they 
must be taken care of, looked after.  Rapture of the Deep, Nitrogen 
Narcosis, lack of AIR, ALEPH, the Middle Pillar, results in the 
practice of passive meditation.  Fortunately few persist long enough 
to experience serious harm. 
 

YESOD - the MOON: GIMEL.  Here again we are dealing with 
the astrological and mythological concept of the Moon rather than 
its role on the 13th Path as shown in the diagram of the Qabbalistic 
Tree [see above].  Its duality as a “double” Letter remains especially 
true in this Sephirah.  The MOON rules WATER, 
subconsciousness, the oldest part of us, but is on the Pillar of AIR, 
the Middle Pillar.  As such it refers to MIND, a very nebulous thing 
to define except in negatives (and we are trying to be positive).  
MIND is spoken of in many ways.  “Its all in the mind”, quite, but 
in which aspect?  Here our symbolism is valid for the MOON is 
constantly changing and is reflective, not generative of Light.  At 
this stage we should say that everything we perceive with the 
conscious mind is a reflection, and as such, upside down and back 
to front, but this is the way we see and what we have to deal with in 
all sincerity.  We speak of super-conscious, conscious, sub-
conscious and unconscious mind, plus the reasoning mind.  
Resolution of these concepts is the work of the aspirant.  Stacks of 
books have been written on this matter and we do not propose to 
become just another voice in this Babel.  How, on what basis, do we 
“make up our minds” about things?  Do we get drowned in the 
babble of opinions written by “experts”, or can we just go as normal, 
healthy people do?  Just accept that we have a mind and use it the 
best way we can?  Until men left foot-prints on it, the Moon was the 
very epitome of mystery.  What it symbolised remains despite the 
profaning of her sanctuary.  We suggest you consider and keep 
revising your views on this matter.  What part do Intellect and 
Emotion, Netzach and Hod play in working things out?  What is the 
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role of MARS in the Path of PEH?  How are we influenced by the 
contents of the sub-conscious, our conditioning, beliefs, 
convenience used in colouring our spiritual aspirations and 
practices?  How far differentiated is “my” sub-conscious mind from 
the racial subconscious, the evolutionary drive of the Great Mother 
or the cosmic dynamics of the Father?  Are we totally isolated from 
the Universe in matters of the mind?  Where do “we” fit in? 
 

No matter what opinions or bias we bring to bear, nothing can 
alter or affect Reality, can it?  So what do our opinions matter?  Yet 
the urge to push on remains within us.  We have the need and the 
courage and the ability to do it, so let’s go on.  YESOD is indeed a 
dark and mysterious sphere, yet it does shed a little reflected Light 
on our Path; it is also the realm of illusion, romance, fantasy.  Let us 
tread carefully but firmly, positively evaluating each step.  One day 
we will travel by Sun light.  “The Light shineth in the Darkness yet 
the Darkness comprehendeth it not.”  Enough Light for now. 
 

From this sphere of Mind, you formed your body, given the 
right conditions.  Two cells first had to unite.  One from the side of 
Binah, the Great Mother, full of all the necessities of human life, yet 
inert, passive, epitomising all the Sephiroth, for thus they are in 
themselves.  The passive potentialities of the Tree, therefore 
referred to the Queens in Tarot and by the symbol of “the 
Lightening Flash” or “Flaming Sword” in the terms of the “Golden 
Dawn” work.  Then came the active male principle, eagerly thrusting 
into, releasing, all the potentialities of the feminine form, imparting 
his tremendous vitality, typified by the Letter YOD from Chokmah 
and the Eternal and Changeless Supernal Triad, and by the 22 
Letters on the Paths of the Tree (symbolised by the “Serpent of 
Wisdom” (Chokmah) in the Golden Dawn work).  This Serpent is 
represented as having his tail starting in the final Path of TAU and 
winding his way up the Tree touching each Path in sequence, once 
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only, passing under any Path except the one next in turn until it 
reaches the Path of ALEPH.  Thus he is “Ath” ALEPH-TAU.  The 
Paths are referred to the Kings in Tarot. 
 

So we see YESOD, the Foundation, as receptacle of all the 
states or degrees of awareness above it.  Not something to be played 
with lightly.  One thing it lacks is positive, purposeful activity.  It is 
the “Great Dreamtime” of Australia’s aborigines.  Unless handled 
properly, it is a morass in which untrained people may drown.  It is 
born unto Malkuth to find positive, active, purposeful form.  Certain 
practical work is given to well-balanced people in working with this 
sphere, but it can only be given under close supervision because we 
all react quite individually in doing this work. 
 

Thus we have dealt with the Seven Double Letters in terms of 
the Planetary allocation of the Sephiroth..  We now come to 
Malkuth, the realm of the 12 Simple Letters, the Zodiac, the 
Elements, the personality.  We have mentioned the Ego, but 
assigned it no place on the Tree, for, like “DAATH”, it is ephemeral.  
But as Malkuth is “The Kingdom” we must postulate the role of the 
King. 
 

In touching on Malkuth, we must consider the Paths leading to 
it, from the Pillar of Fire, ASH, YOD, Chokmah, comes the Path of 
QOPH, from the Pillar of Water, MAIM, HEH, Binah, comes the 
Path of SHIN.  Between these two contraries stands the Path of 
TAU, Air, the Middle Pillar.  Now the upper six Sephiroth form a 
circle, with a cross pendent from TIPHARETH formed by the 
lower four Sephiroth. 
 

Considering the Four Quarters of Malkuth, they reflect the 
circles numbered 7, 8, 9, 10 - the limit of evolution of common Man, 
with NTzCh, Netzach, representing the intellect and Fire.  In this 
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sense, the Ego appears to reign in TPhARTh, Tiphareth.  We give 
one clue.  Or another enigma?  In Tiphareth are the three archetypal 
images, or impressions, used by the Soul to link the Supernals with 
the personality, the type of dreams used as hints.  These are:- 
 

A KING,  A BABE,  A SLAIN GOD. 
 

Like the Ego, ephemeral in concept, but enough. 
 

Now in his enthusiastic use of his newly formed intellect, man 
must take another step.  “The Mind is the Slayer of the Real, Let the 
Slayer slay the Slayer.”  Though having, over thousands of years, 
finally matured in Netzach, VICTORY, we find we are not content 
with our victory, and so we tend either to force an entry into the 
Kingdom of Heaven or to revert to the Mother in HOD, Splendour, 
misused as self-aggrandisement, while between these two rages the 
lurid Path of MARS.  There is much strife and conflict here.  Yet in 
Netzach glows the sign of VENUS, goddess of Love, who had, in 
mythology, a secret affair with the warlike MARS.  Ponder well.  
Give the subtle MERCURY a little play, mediate between these 
factors - actively.  Air is an active Element, ascribed to the Middle 
Pillar, and in Qabbalah, ALEPH, AIR, is as the tongue of a balance, 
mediating between the two contraries of Fire and Water, SHIN & 
MAIM, the two side Pillars.  Intuition is the next step, AIR, and the 
fickle Mercury is an airy god, but fun.  We can learn to love the 
mobile Sylphs of Air, to enjoy them, have fun with them, but not 
rely on them too much. 
 

Sylphs are the spirits of Air, the uppermost Element in Malkuth.  
If we can’t believe in fairies, at least we can have fun playing with 
the funny little ideas that waft through our minds, without being 
“carried away by the fairies”.  Profundity is no fun.  Too Earthy. 
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This is the Airy, delightful quarter of Malkuth, the “Kingdom”.  
Where is the King? 
 

Side by side, in apparent opposition are the Fiery and the Watery 
quarters.  They are, at all levels, the ovum and the sperm as we have 
just seen, but the one must be animated by the other.  The interplay 
between the Two Pillars is reflected in the personal life.  Fire in 
Water produces Air, SHIN-MAIM-ALEPH, the Three Mothers.  
“Water is silent, Fire is sibilant, and Air is as the tongue of a balance, 
mediating between these two contraries” says the “Sepher 
Yetzirah”, previously quoted.  What we feel, we think about, and the 
Mind sits in judgement over the outcome of the interplay.  But 
unless the issue bears fruit, is put into effect, we have gained 
nothing.  This is the Earthy quarter of Malkuth.  To put into effect 
needs Earth, substance.  Thus the pyramids.  Unless someone got 
busy on the material plane, they would still be airy dreams.  Souls 
yearning for bodies.  But first, someone had to conceive the dream. 
 

In Atziluth is the Spirit, the ONE, in Briah are the archetypes, 
in Yetzirah the formative agencies - the Seven Double Letters, in 
Assiah (the sphere of the Zodiac), is Malkuth, containing the Four 
Elements, the condensation of the Four Triplicities of the Zodiac, 
the final Incarnation sought by Kether, the Consummation.  The 
“Fruit” of the Tree of Life. 
 

This looks a bit dogmatic.  But recall the Path of AYIN.  Things 
are not what they seem.  We do not intend to teach, just to drop a 
few hints.  There is much more to Malkuth than what meets the eye.  
Here also reigns MLKH or KLH, the Bride of the Apocalypse, the 
woman clothed with the Sun, and the Moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of TWELVE stars - and this in the twelfth 
chapter of Revelation.  The Tarot Trump of TAU, when properly 
used, should shed light on the role of MALKUTH.  It should draw 
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attention to the numbers THREE and FOUR in various 
combinations, the Triad manifesting in the Tetrad.  Look for all the 
possible combinations based on the evidence of these numbers, but 
consider their relatedness and their relevance rather than going to 
extremes of mathematics and numerology.  There is no point in 
complication or intricacy, the exercise can work without them.  
IHVH is a superb example, sublime in its simplicity and its 
profundity.  In the Four corners of the Tarot Trump of TAU, 
numbered 21, stand the symbols of the LION, the EAGLE, the 
MAN and the BULL, I-H-V-H.  They stand as beyond Time and 
Space.  There is then the Circle of the Zodiac, Manifestation in 
matter, time and space.  Within the twelve Signs is the Heptagram, 
the Sevenfold symbol of the Soul.  It flashes about the Three Pillars 
- symbolised as two double-ended wands, one on either side of the 
central figure, wearing no garment, though sex is not clear, for it is 
the Heavenly Androgyne, showing the mystical marriage of the 
SON and the BRIDE, “They twain shall be of One flesh”.  In these 
notes we use male and female, not of people, but of their 
conception, Sperm and Ovum.  In this Trump, they have merged.  
Men and women share the same body but are biased one way or the 
other, remaining “One flesh”. 
 

Many Tarot packs are the result of medieval artistic license 
devoid of mystical insight as they later became the playthings of the 
royal courts, with artists vying for decorative effects, until the 
“Bride” or Princess vanished, the Twenty-Two Trumps, or 
Triumphs, were reduced to the “Joker”, the “FOOL” of the original 
pack.  From the little they knew, some courtiers added touches of 
their pet philosophies, deleting some bits they could not value.  Of 
recent times a fresh craze for quasi-medieval art is producing yet 
more distorted and elaborate drawings.  Thus they lost their 
archetypal virtue, for they were devised as the language of the Soul 
as received in YETZIRAH from BRIAH in its urge to enter 
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MALKUTH, there to be made manifest through Humanity in 
EARTH, to the Glory of the Ineffable Name. 
 

This is really the whole point of meditation.  The TREE OF 
LIFE is a glyph of Eternal Life AS IT IS.  Not as it should be or 
may be or was, as it IS, once we stop telling it what it ought to be in 
terms of our conditioning. 
 

Now look again at the lowest circle, Malkuth.  It has one central 
point, which is its point of equilibrium where all the Elements are 
equally balanced.  Symbolically we started here, but in the normal 
course have been carried “off-centre” by the influences playing on 
us.  Yet each feels “normal”, in his own way.  As the “sphere of the 
zodiac”, we see ourselves as nearest to one of the 12 Signs.  But in 
the middle of the apparent zodiac is the SUN of Tiphareth.  By no 
act of personal will can we deliberately move to the centre, but by 
relaxing our critical tendencies and meditating on the whole 
symbolism of the Tree we relax enough to be drawn almost 
imperceptibly towards the Centre.  We need not strive for anything 
because the direction of our strife would depend again on our 
conditioned opinions.  By appreciating what IS we come to love it, 
to allow it to surface gently in our minds.  IT does the work, when 
we stop telling IT what “ought to be”. 
 

While using the hints given here, we may study elementary 
astrology, just to get used to the symbolism.  Alan Leo wrote several 
books on astrology, the most elementary is the best.  At least he is 
conservative, whereas most writers tend to get enthusiastic on pet 
ideas.  there is no need to learn all the technicalities of setting up a 
horoscope, but use random figures without reading the 
interpretation given with it.  The fact that you are working with, 
correlating Signs, Planets and Elements, is enough though the 
technically minded may wish to go further, which is fair enough, but 
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we do not want to give the impression that this work is complicated.  
It is not.  We must use all our faculties to the full but never strain.  
Here again the emphasis is on balance, equilibrium, poise (see the 
sections on “CHETH” and “LAMED”). 
 

Study, or just look at, the Tree as a whole.  Get to know first the 
Sephiroth, as numbered 1 - 10, then the Paths as numbered 11 - 32, 
then the Letters, then the Signs attributed to each Path.  Then 
combine the “Key-words” of the alphabet with the “Key-words” of 
the Elements, Planets and Signs so that either or both may be used 
in considering the Tree.  Work at the symbolism of the two outer 
Pillars, then at the Pillar of Equilibrium in the centre.  Always 
keeping in mind the THREE and the FOURTH. 
 

How many horizontal Paths are there?  Where?  How many 
vertical Paths?  Where?  How many radial Paths?  Draw your own 
Tree frequently noting different points.  Draw just the Seven 
Planetary Paths, in Yellow.  Consider them with the Letters.  Add 
the Elemental Paths, ALEPH, MAIM, SHIN, say in green, consider 
again.  A point to note is that the Elements referred to the Three 
Mother Letters, are at a very different level from the Four Elements 
they reflect in Malkuth, even as the final HEH of IHVH must have 
a different aspect from the Trinity, IHV.  Consider this point. 
 

When all these points are easily recalled, look to the diagram 
below and consider what we see on our side of the Veil.  The 
Supreme Creative Act pours down into Malkuth and returns to 
Kether “After a certain Great Transformation” of which we are 
part, but until we reflect the Whole in ASSIAH and in MALKUTH, 
we comprehend not the Light that shineth in the Darkness.  What 
we see in this diagram does indeed comprehend and truly reflect the 
ALL, requiring our awareness of the Cosmic Process as active 
participants, as the creatures of the Cause of Causes. 
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Read again the quote above from the “Sepher Yetzirah” 

regarding the Resplendent Intelligence. 
 

 
 

The Four Elements in Malkuth 
 

Note that this is the only place where EARTH appears on the 
Tree of  Life.  Each quarter links to a Sephirah of that Element, and 
YOD, Fire in Chokmah, remains to the right, while HEH, Water of 
Binah appears on the left, AIR remains constant through KETHER, 
TIPHARETH, YESOD to MALKUTH.  Thus do the Three 
Supernals act in Malkuth to produce the FOURTH, and Malkuth is 
the completion of the Great Work.  
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Chapter IV 
 

Dreams 
 
 

Most dreams are merely psychic burps, bits of undigested 
experience popping up for a little further chewing over.  Other 
dreams, often repetitive, indicate a trend or phase through which we 
pass, including long term ones caused by some fear.  Some, however 
are very vivid and apparently unrelated to any definite event in outer 
life.  These may be “archetypal” dreams.  As such they are like 
windows through which we see the timeless aspects of the ever-
present “now”, the reality through which we, as transitory beings, 
appear to pass.  Such dreams are vivid, but their significance may 
only be recognised as highly symbolic when seen in retrospect, after 
we experience what they portray.  Each individual sees these 
archetypal realities in his own particular terms, and it is a mistake for 
anyone else to give a finite meaning to such dreams.  They use 
symbols that can only be recognised by one who has passed through 
a similar stage.  Hence the value of symbols, they are the universal 
parlance of the soul, which is precisely why we are now familiarising 
ourselves with them.  Things that are real to the soul survive in myth, 
legend and in nursery rhymes, simply because they are real. 
 

The following are given to illustrate the use of symbols as 
reflections from the “world” of BRIAH, which in Figure II is 
referred to the YOD and HEH of IHVH, and the two Sephiroth 
marked AB and AM in Figure III, the Archetypal World from which 
emanate all beings and activities.  The World of Yetzirah, referred 
to the Letter VAU, the link, the soul, gives form and meaning, hence 
it is called “FORMATION”, and the symbols can then pop through 
the veil to the conscious mind, usually in dreams, but sometimes in 
full waking consciousness. 
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Dream One:   A four year old boy.  Little religious background. 

 
“I was in a very dark room... It was square, with no door or 

window.  Then I saw some steps going up one side to an opening in 
the ceiling.  Through the hole I could see God and the angels 
moving about in a bright blue sky.  I tried to climb the steps but my 
mother was standing on the floor holding me back by the hand.” 
(Later, the steps were on the left wall, cut in stone). 
 

Dream Two:   Same boy, fourteen years later, at 18. 
 

“In a large circular room, shaped like the dome of a mosque, 
there were seven rows of seven people each crouching with hands 
and forehead to the ground, one behind the other, the rows radiating 
like the spokes of a wheel facing a circular glass wall tapering at the 
top and passing through the ceiling.  On a raised dais within the 
glass stood a beautiful woman veiled in black, motionless.  The 
crouched figures were in dull white, completely covered.  I felt a 
sharp pain as I realised I was one of these people.  There came 
another sharp pain and I realised I had become the figure ahead in 
my line.  With another sharp pain I realised I must become each 
figure in turn.  Every time I progressed I realised something further 
and experienced the pain.  One such realisation was that the pain 
became greater with each move.  Finally I realised I was beginning 
the last row.  The sense of relief was rewarded by an even greater 
pain.  After the fourth move I realised I had only time for two gasps 
between pains.  Another great pain.  “I will have no chance to breath 
between the last two!”  Intense pain.  Then began the two last and 
greatest pains, no breath, then I was with the woman in the thin 
black veil.  I could see she was dark and very beautiful.  She held out 
her hands, and immediately we were both one.  No longer she and 
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I, hardly even “we”.  I/we rose joyously out of the glass funnel into 
the clear light of day.” 

 
Dream Three: At about forty years old.  Very troubled times. 

 
“I was deep down in a crystal clear pool.  Everything about me 

seemed bathed in splendour, every pebble, each little fish, the few 
plants, all bathed in a wonderful light, enchanting.  “This is the 
Rapture of the Deep” I thought.  “If I stay here I will drown”, but 
there was no fear, just a contentment to remain, life was too rough 
outside.  Then I was looking at myself there, as in a glass tank, the 
‘bottom left corner’.  I then saw the “Tree of Life”, with HOD, 
Splendour, at the foot of the left Pillar.” 
 

“I awoke very shaken.  I wanted to go back to the peace and 
‘Splendour’ of the pool, which shocked me greatly.  I had read of 
the “Rapture of the Deep” as experienced by divers.  Nitrogen 
narcosis it was called -- lack of pure air.” 
 

Dream Four:  At age forty-two, fourteen years after dream two. 
 

This was not actually a dream, but followed the sequence in real 
life.  “After much study and involvement in an esoteric Order, I was 
very pleased with my ‘knowledge’ and mental prowess, I felt ready 
and qualified to tackle anything.  I had all the answers, in 
conversation at least.  Then I was faced with a family situation 
shared by many, in which I had to make a decision which would 
affect the lives of others.  I had no terms of reference for this 
situation.  There just was no right-wrong answer.  People would 
suffer whichever way I chose.  The decision was made and 
consequences accepted, but the shock was that all my expertise was 
of no use, none of my many books were of any help.  All my work 
was unreal.  This must be the end of dependence on externals, on 
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books and advice.  I looked at my books in derision.  They were 
useless, false gods, yet I had the very strong feeling that I must go 
on, that there must be something.  At the same time I felt the 
stronger for this discovery.  I dropped all study and after a very 
restful annual holiday, swung back into life, feeling it grow fuller and 
richer every day.  In a very strange way, in a way I had never thought 
possible, I “came alive” in a new way.  There was a new and fuller 
reality to living, I could, by joining in Life, Know it fully.  It was the 
fulfilment of the second dream!” 
 

Thus the “Victory” of Netzach, realm of the Intellect, was the 
“False Splendour” of Venus, “Nogah”, as it is called. 
 

There followed no more dreams, but a series of experiences in 
full consciousness, a process of progressive “realisations” with no 
pain, coinciding exactly with the archetypal imagery of the Rituals 
and with many myths and even nursery rhymes, but clearly 
understood, and only such symbolic imagery can enshrine these 
realities. 
 

The three actual dreams and the ensuing experiences can only 
be described as “archetypal”, as Reality in Imagery.  In the first, the 
cubical room in darkness represents the confines of conscious life, 
its lack of “reality” or real significance, but the dream suggested the 
possibility of something beyond the personal realm. 
 

By the age of eighteen, the dreamer had read many popular 
books on esoteric matters, lost his actual mother, left the quiet 
country home for the city.  He saw the dream as representing a long 
series of re-incarnations, but the dream was so intense that he wrote 
it down in detail.  There followed the usual process of setting up a 
home, having a family, going to the war, then a return to the uneasy 
feeling of unreality causing the involvement in serious work, 
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learning positive meditation, working with symbols.  It was only 
after the related experiences that the works of Carl Jung came to 
attention.  Jung went a long way, but stopped just short of the final 
phases.  He became fascinated with the technicalities of the process 
and stopped just short of the final step.  Had he taken it, he would 
have written no books, but he did serve to permit the concept of 
the archetypes to enter popular thinking and psychology. 
 

In dream three, a common mistake was drastically setting off 
alarm bells.  The dreamer was idealising his goals as “bliss”, an 
escape from reality.  His subconscious mind dutifully moved in the 
desired direction, but there was selfness left to note the warning, so 
the term “rapture of the deep” came to mind.  The subconscious 
needed a strong impact to stop the “back to the womb” process.  
The dreamer awoke feeling badly shaken, so did not “drown” in his 
idealism, his dreams.  He was also able to recognise the dangers 
inherent in popular books on “meditation” offering “peace of 
mind”, “relaxation” and other attractive objectives.  They may well 
be attained, in degree, but are of the “left hand Path”, the Path back 
to the Mother and the left hand Pillar of the Tree. 
 

The fourth experience was yet another warning to the intellect, 
and hence via the conscious mind, not a dream, that he had the usual 
misconception, that an extension of intellect was the next step.  That 
phase of evolution was over.  It involved theories, philosophy, 
mental catalogues, rules of thumb, just as required to sit school 
exams.  Now the error was clear from bitter experience, not from 
rationalisation.  The “something else” was imminent.  He “went for 
a holiday”, just enjoying life, not realising that in so doing the door 
to a new level of life was opening.  Yet all the errors were essential 
to the whole process.  The whole evolutionary process had been re-
lived by the personality.  The Seven Stages of Initiation on the way, 
not by personal prowess but by natural forces working through an 
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individual, the only way they can work.  Years of working with 
symbolism, ceremonial, Tarot, had born fruit.  Now the real value 
of these involvements became clear, they were as windows into the 
soul.  Now it was clear why the yellow barred triangle of AIR shone 
in the east of the Temple, not the red Fire triangle he had felt 
belonged there, opposite the blue Water triangle in the west. 
 

Now the Four Elemental Triangles had really merged in the 
beautiful Hexagram of Tiphareth.  Now the great word “IHVH” 
rang throughout the universe, now there was no more need for any 
“structure”.  Even the “House of Cards” he had built with the Tarot 
was blown down by a puff of AIR, clean, fresh AIR with no 
“Temple”, just infinite space and freedom, as a butterfly must feel 
on escaping from the chrysalis.  Yet all had been essential to the 
process.  They had provided the chrysalis so necessary for the 
transformation.  Now the Two Pillars stood, one on either side of 
the Tree of Life, that the four stages of the Central Pillar may be 
illuminated from Kether.  In a striking way, nothing had changed, 
but everything was now alive with Purpose.  Even the most beautiful 
of forms were gladly allowed to melt away, leaving just One Thing -
- IHVH. 
 

Yet humanity remains, Life is for living, and all the apparent 
limitations of ordinary daily life really emphasise the beauty and 
mobility of humanity, just as it is, because it IS. 
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Chapter V 

 
Practical Work 

 
 

The purpose of this work will be lost unless the reader makes 
serious practical use of the little information given in it.  No amount 
of reading of the many books on qabbalah, memorising their 
dubious contents, will make anyone any more than a tape recording.  
Books are the dead leaves of the Tree of Knowledge.  Through 
repeated and wide application to USING do they stimulate those 
dormant realities within us.  As the chrysalis is unaware of the 
miraculous transformation occurring within it, so are our conscious 
minds unaware both of progress and of the goal.  Do not waste time 
pulling yourself up by the roots to see how you are growing.  In 
addition to stimulating progress this work keeps the personality 
usefully occupied while the Soul does her work.  The “wife” does 
not want the “man” under her feet while she looks after the interior, 
he can find this to do “outside”, cultivating his “CHETH”, feeding 
his “family” in the BETH. 
 

There follows the tabulated form of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
which should be learned by rote, say three letters a day.  Once this 
can be accurately written down from memory, learn the 
“Keywords” for each Letter until the sight of any Letter immediately 
calls up the Keywords.  Go back to the section on each Letter, 
becoming thoroughly familiar with every one.  In the accepted terms 
you will not feel you are “getting somewhere”.  No, but your “wife” 
is doing fine, inside.  There is nothing you can do to precipitate the 
process of initiation, neither, in fact, is there much you can do to 
avoid it.  Remember at all times that as a person you are only reacting 
to the natural urge of the soul.  If your quest is sincere and from the 
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heart your mistakes will not matter.  The fact that you are actively 
applying yourself to work on symbols is indeed a reflection of, a 
symbol of, inner activity.  It is the activity that counts rather than 
any apparent results.  The temporal mind is becoming attuned to 
timeless forces as almost imperceptibly you begin, through active 
meditation, to “realise” (make real) the inner life. 
 

Externally religion is a matter of morality, and this is a product 
of the outward form of the many and varied forms of each sect or 
race, so here we are not concerned with the “rights” and “wrongs” 
of any form of religion.  They belong to the Tree of Knowledge, 
good and evil.  We are dealing with the Tree of Life.  With living, 
not with forbidding.  In the words of St. Paul, “all things to me are 
lawful, but all things are not convenient.”  Start floating on Cloud 
Nine and you know you will crash.  Ordinary daily life is the great 
initiator.  “I am come that ye may have Life, and have it more 
abundantly.”  The hermit’s cave may be a refuge for the faint 
hearted, but it is not Living, sharing the common load of Man.  Half 
an hour a day of active private meditation, some convenient time 
daily or weekly on study, and plenty of daily life is required. 
 

In memorising use “the law of repetition” - gabble off your few 
lines rather than strain to remember.  This is effective use of the 
subconscious mind, you are almost letting it do the work.  It 
“thinks” in symbols as does the soul.  Strain suggests difficulty to 
the subconscious, gabbling makes it seem easy, and the 
subconscious responds more to hints than to orders.  As part of the 
soul, it is “feminine” and likes to please the “male” personality but 
resents being ordered about by a bossy or arrogant “husband”.  You 
need domestic harmony in your “BETH”.  In lifting your hand you 
are asking your “wife” to organise the action - as simple as that!  No 
stress on either party, the conscious need is immediately heard by 
the “wife” and an extremely complex series of electro-chemical 
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processes are “no problem” to the subconscious, the housekeeper 
we often ignore.  Take an interest in her, she will like that.  In fact 
you are already living together pretty well.  She processes the food 
you give her, transforms it into “virgin’s milk”, chyle, from which 
the blood is fed.  She carries it then to every part of your body, doing 
the maintenance work on your “temple”.  She maintains your 
temperature, pulse and respiration, her memory retains every bit of 
experience and acts on what she infers from it.  She is capable of 
deductive reasoning, but not of inductive reason.  That is your job.  
Sometimes she needs your co-operation and sends pain signals to 
tell you where your help is needed.  She even sneezes for you.  When 
you eat or drink it is for her.  When her work piles up a bit she 
reminds you that you need rest while she carries on her twenty-four 
hour day.  She helps sustain your habits.  She is a creature of habit 
and loves rhythm.  A good reason for meditating at the same time 
every day, preferably in early morning, before you have become too 
involved in the daily round.  She lives in YESOD, the lowest 
Sephirah of the soul, framing impressions from the psyche in terms 
you will understand and communicating your daily experience to the 
psyche, especially during sleep.  She is symbolised by the Moon, the 
nearest “planet” to your “earth” in Malkuth.  She is homely and 
conventional, changing only as your intentions alter over a period 
of time, not reacting very much to sudden whims.  She tends to co-
operate and to intensify your long-term goals, whatever they are.  As 
the Letter QOPH, the only one to dip below the line, she links into 
the Universal subconscious, the past, whereas LAMED extends 
above the line into the Spiritual, the Eternal, the timeless, of which 
the past is merely an echo, again a trans-personal realm, the cosmic 
Will-to-Be, real existence where time and place are merely evidence 
of the Divine activity. 
 

Here lies the importance of forming clear cut impressions of 
what you see both externally and in the impressions given from the 
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soul.  See that you give clear cut images to the inner self.  Pay 
attention to detail, whether to an incoming signal from without or 
to an impression arising from within.  It is more important to clarify 
than to elaborate on either impression.  The mind is a sense organ 
rather than a device for modifying what is seen to suit your ideas of 
what “ought to be”, based on preconceptions.  The tendency of the 
mind is to elaborate, compare, modify, relate things, one to another, 
to chew things over to make them acceptable to the past, the known.  
Reality is immediate, present, absolute, real, it needs no modification 
to suit our preconceptions.  This is the first problem, to just see 
things clearly -- just as they are, pristine, new.  For this reason treat 
each day’s meditation as if it were the first time you had handled it, 
carrying over nothing of yesterday’s ideas.  The less the memory is 
cluttered with preconceptions the more you can recognise newness 
of concept.  For this reason the notes given herein are just enough 
to get started.  If you have read nothing else about the symbols, so 
much the better, the less clutter of other peoples ideas to worry 
about, the more freedom you have.  You will find that after an initial 
feeling of blankness, once the ideas begin they will flow, triggered 
by the “bait” you have put on your “TZADDI”, Fish-hook, you 
have dropped into the subconscious mind in the realm of NUN, 
Fish, individuality.  You have set a sprat to catch a mackerel, if you 
are really and actively alert and open to new ideas.  Nothing 
spectacular, but just as you always do when faced with a new 
situation, you work it out somehow, and are usually near enough to 
right.  As we said earlier, being “right” is not the issue, the activity 
of trying is all that matters.  No day-dreaming, no trying to 
remember anything, but a little lively fantasy helps, fantasy being 
guided by the symbol.  You are not going to take your notes too 
seriously anyway or you will build up another burden of 
preconceptions, the very things you are working to outgrow.  After 
the meditation period, put away your papers firmly and forget about 
it.  The subconscious will go on working for you after a while, but 
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keep your mind occupied with the immediate present of the daily 
round.  Together, you, the active “male” Eros and your loyal little 
“wife”, Psyche, will work it all through, for that is Nature’s way. 

 
“And they twain shall be ONE flesh”.  Man/wife are not 

separate entities, for jointly they represent “I”. 

11211297



 

 

 
 

Chapter VI 
 

The Symbolism Of The 22 Letters 
 
 

 1 ALEPH א Power, Stability, Unity. 
 2 BETH ב Virility, inward and outward.  The 

Paternal Sign. 
 3 GIMEL ג Production, Birth, Canal, 

Communication, Travel. 
 4 DALETH ד Growth by Division.  Organic 

development.  Abundance. 
 5 HEH ה LIFE, the abstract Idea of BEING. 
 6 VAU ו Conjunction, that which links or 

binds.  Knot. 
 7 ZAYIN ז Demonstrative Sign, Luminous 

refraction, indicates. 
 8 CHETH ח Limited action.  Efforts and actions 

balanced. 
 9 TETH ט Resistance and protection, (a Serpent 

guarding its egg). 
10 YOD י Potential manifestation, Eternity, 

Duration. 
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500, 20 KAPH כ Assimilation, (the Hand cupped to 
receive). 

       30 LAMED ל Expansive movement in poise.  
Extension. 

600, 40  MEM מ The Maternal and Feminine.  As 
Final, collective plural. 

700, 50 NUN נ Individuality.  As Final, completed 
action. 

       60 SAMECH ס Circular movement, the end 
returning on itself. 

       70  AYIN ע The purely material and perverse.  
Outward appearance. 

800, 80 PEH פ Emphasis, Speech, the mouth open 
to express. 

900, 90 TZADDI צ Goal, Objective.  As Final, scission. 
100 QOPH ק Maternal existence, giving form, 

Subconsciousness. 
200 RESH ר Urging movement, Renewal, 

consciousness. 
300 SHIN ש Duration of movement, Fiery 

urgency. 
400 TAU ת Perfection, Reciprocity. 
 

The Final of the Letters indicate completion of the activity 
normally associated with the Five Letters concerned.  Thus; KAPH, 
Assimilation, as Final, assimilated. 
 
NOTE: These are “keywords” only, and in conjunction with the 

meaning of the Letter, e.g. Aleph = Ox, are easily 
memorised, and MUST be, then by using these keywords 
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to interpret short words, especially the Root of a word, 
(ALWAYS an activity), a more intuitive grasp of the 
meaning of each Letter will be found.  The essence of a 
Letter is extremely abstract, but with much practice you 
will “get a feeling” about each Letter and, more 
importantly, about GROUPS of Letters.  The dictionary 
meaning of a word is very inadequate.  In fact Strong’s 
Concordance often gives a long list of ways in which that 
word has been translated into English.  REMEMBER, IT 
IS THE EFFORT THAT COUNTS NOT THE 
RESULTS. 

 
We are now beginning to Enter the Immeasurable Regions of 

Intuition, not dogma.  Being Right is not important here, practice is.  
Dare to be wrong and you will be “right”. 
 

At first it is very helpful to spell each Letter at length thus:-  
Aleph is spelled A L Ph to mean “Ox”; Beth is B Th; Gimel is G M 
L = Camel; D L Th = Door, and so on.  This practice is very simple 
and effective and an excellent way to “intuit” the meanings. 
 

Having spent some time reviving your subconscious memory of 
the associations of the 22 Letters and remembering the optimum 
portrayal of the Tree of Life [see Figure II], start active and positive 
meditation on each Letter and the symbolism associated with it on 
the Path to which it is ascribed, studying all you can on the 
mythology of the Twelve Signs and the Seven Planetary gods.  
Repeatedly read the Twelve Labours of Hercules and considering 
the symbolism of the Four Elements.  Play with the digital series of 
numbers for yourself.  Don’t waste time on “Chiero’s Book of 
Numbers”, it contains only his fanciful associations - yours are from 
within, his are from without, alien interjections.  Be faithful to your 
own “wife”, don’t let her be raped by another, or your “children” 
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may be his and not yours.  This is the basis for the much maligned 
“secrecy” of the Golden Dawn, that one must work for oneself.  
Again we repeat, you are not trying to build the Tower of Babel, 
which was destroyed, restored and destroyed again, as will be any 
“structure” of philosophy you may build.  YOU are the Temple, the 
congregation, the Priest and, indeed, the indwelling Divinity ever 
ready to guide your steps to maturity. 
 

Many fanciful attributes have been ascribed by the 
fundamentalists of astrology to the recently discovered planets, but 
recall that the planets were but points of projection for inner realities 
and our need to project is decreasing, hastened by the boot-marks 
on the Moon.  There are three more levels, of which we are not yet 
conscious, but they will be known to you when the last phases of 
Initiation occur within you.  Ignore the fantasies now imposed on 
Neptune , Uranus and Pluto.  The ancient Seven Planets are of the 
Soul, the three newcomers are of the Spirit and will be “realised” 
(made real) when the work of the Soul is completed. 
 

Having become thus familiar with the Tree of Life and worked 
through all the Paths, start again at NUN and work backwards to 
ALEPH, meditating daily for at least three days per Letter, then start 
with SAMECH and work forwards to TAU, not forgetting the five 
final forms of KAPH, MAIM, NUN, PEH, TZADDI.  Then start 
again with TAU and work back to SAMECH, each time will be the 
richer for the previous work as one Letter illuminates another. 
 

Then work on the Four Planes as in Figure II. 
 
ATziLUTh  תולצא    Pure Divinity, containing only Kether.                 
BRIAH האירב   The Archetypal World, Chokmah & Binah, י ה. 
YeTzIRaH הריצי   The World of Formation, the Soul,ו. 
A’aShIaH  הישע    The mundane World, personality, ה. 
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By this time you will have animated your concept of the Tree of 

Life with the Alphabet, the Three Principles of AIR, FIRE and 
WATER, and the Seven Planets using both Hebrew and astrological 
terms, plus much mythology based on ancient astrology.  Work now 
on the Ten Sephiroth using the Hebrew and English names and the 
numerical associations and planets.  So start serious work on 
MALKUTH, into which all the above powers, purposes and 
influences flow, as illustrated in Figure V, using the Letters of the 
Name הוהי , IHVH at various levels, first as the four elements, Earth, 
Air, Water and Fire -- Body, Intuition, Emotion and Intellect.  
Having done this, use the Name again as the Four Worlds, Atziluth, 
Briah, Yetzirah and Assiah, as reflected into Malkuth. 
 

Remember, you are not trying to build the Soul for it is eternal, 
timeless.  You are working to attune your personal awareness to that 
of the Soul, opening little passages through which the real Self can 
impress the personality, and that in so doing you are actively and 
positively responding to Higher Will which has brought you thus far 
and will continue to inspire you. 
 

Much of the foregoing sounds rather technical, so above all 
focus on TIPHARETH, BEAUTY, in daily life.  The beauty of 
Nature in all her glory.  Nature is a living totality, a LOVING 
totality.  In Her you will see Love as the fundamental urge of 
Creation culminating in Love of Humanity.  Not the weak longing 
to be loved, but as the mature sense of feeling Love flow through 
you to Itself, God, as He appears in every creature from mineral to 
Man, the Love which gladly offers up self to Selfhood.  Some call 
this “sacrifice”, some call it “dedication”.  These may be preliminary 
concepts, but when the fully mature human finds Union, both are 
lost in Love.  When we insert the Holy Letter SHIN in IHVH we 
get הושהי , the hermetic spelling, in Hebrew, for Jesus.  In normal life 
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we associate the word “love” with “being in association with”, 
possessing in some way, wanting to hold to ourselves, rather than a 
sublime respect for the Selfhood in all others, a total sharing of 
Selfhood, with no wish to touch or to hold or otherwise impinge 
upon such Selfness.  Love, pouring abundantly down from Kether 
into Tiphareth and beyond, to the Veil of petty personal 
preoccupation, the chrysalis of personality.  The purpose of this 
work is the Rending of the Veil. 
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Chapter VII 

 
A Few Suggestions 

 
 

The process of Initiation proceeds in its own way, under its own 
“steam”, as a natural part of human evolution.  However, much as 
an expectant mother may develop a longing for unusual food, so 
people feel an urge to follow unusual interests.  The simile is good 
in that in pregnancy it is the new life, the embryo, who signals the 
mother of its needs.  It is also the embryo who triggers the hormonal 
signals for labour to begin, when the new life is ready to be born.  
The “new Life” quickening in the subconscious part of us also 
triggers certain psychic activities and interests, but (here we go again) 
it has to work through the veil of our preconceptions.  The personal 
subconscious mind is like a pure well into which generations of 
racial, family and personal history has been cast.  Only when we dip 
deeply into this well do we find the pure water of the soul.  This is 
the purpose of meditation.  Now in popular books on meditation, 
such as “transcendental meditation”, we choose some sort of focal 
idea, relax body, emotions and mind and sink into this well.  
Naturally what we get is the surface water of preconceptions, of 
personal ideals.  If one “goes down” focusing on angels, the pliant, 
obliging subconscious will respond by grouping your ideals of angels 
about the “bait” used on your Fish-hook, TZADDI, and you may 
get lovely visions of beautiful angels ministering to you.  This is 
auto-suggestion based on the hypnogogic state you have induced by 
wrong relaxation, a misconception of what is meant by “relaxation”.  
Misconception number one.  Yes, we need to relax, but not the 
attentive mind -- that alone must remain fully awake, alert, 
observant, questing, open, and in full control of the situation.  This 
is active, positive, purposeful, wide-awake meditation in which the 
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contents of the upper levels of the well are seen as such and accepted 
as such, then, using common sense, we plunge deeper.  The only 
thing transcended by “transcendental meditation” is common sense, 
alert attention and purpose.  Taken in small doses, this practise does 
produce the “desired” result, one which gets away from reality for a 
while.  Continued practise results in habitual wishful thinking, day-
dreaming, reduced personal Fire, psychic drowning.  Many current 
books are written by people who use this practice, showing a lack of 
discrimination between fact and fantasy. 
 

Given the necessary drive and purpose, the suggestions so far 
given and worked on may well lead to questioning certain orthodox 
versions of scripture by looking up the original texts.  Fortunately 
for us the almost fanatical insistence on purity of copying has 
preserved the Hebrew scripture in an almost pristine state.  As each 
Letter has a numerical value, the total numerical value of each 
section could be checked and errors eliminated.  There is “THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. HEBREW 
AND ENGLISH” published in Berlin for the British & Foreign 
Bible Society, in which the King James version is printed alongside 
the accepted Hebrew writing.  This book is used in the Synagogue 
by the congregation today and is available.  The actual scrolls read 
in the Synagogue are still hand written in unpointed script without 
breaks between the words, but the King James version is tacitly 
accepted.  In this volume one finds foot-notes showing where there 
was any doubt in the mind of the highly qualified scribe.  Where the 
text has been altered the foot-note implies “it was written...” and the 
original shown.  Elsewhere the doubt is shown by the term, “it 
should be written...” and showing the possible alternative spelling.  
In either case the amendment probably means that the scribe could 
not make sense of the original, but then what was written makes 
sense only to one with real insight into the deeper meanings.  Many 
apparent errors are carefully preserved such as certain letters being 
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written larger or smaller than usual, or a final form of a letter used 
within a word and the letter which does appear at the end of a word 
not taking its usual final form.  For example, the very first Letter of 
the Hebrew Bible, BETH, is written larger than usual, for a very 
good reason. 

“The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible” by James Strong 
helps one to look up the original Hebrew text in the former 
publication.  This must be done because on looking for an English 
word Strong refers back to the probable Root of the word.  The very 
first word in the Hebrew is תישארב , BeRAShITh, the accepted root 
being RASh, the Head.  ארב , BRA, is the second word, but note that 
it is a repeat of the first three Letters of BeRAShITh. 
 

Now it is obvious that creation has no beginning or end, and the 
second word BRA has no tense.  As a grammatical root it literally 
implies “to create”, while the last three letters of BeRAShITh, 
SHIN-YOD-TAU, means “to dress” to “clothe”, conveying the 
idea of “giving appearance to”.  So Strong’s concordance must be 
used with the actual text to ponder the original context, including 
the oversized BETH, for there are many ways of reading this one 
word, each way shedding light on the others until we begin to 
conceive the intent of the authors.  Strong’s given meanings are 
coloured by the orthodox King James version, tending to justify the 
meanings. 
 

Another point with Strong is that he uses pointed Hebrew, so 
that one group of letters may be translated in several ways.  Now 
the idea of inserting “points”, little dots and signs below, above or 
within a Letter was originally so that the scripture could be read 
aloud with a standard pronunciation.  This started at the time of the 
rebuilding of the Temple, when the long lost scrolls were found by 
people who did not know of the mystical character of the original, 
and to “make sense” (rationalise) the text, used “points” to give 
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different meanings to suit the preconceptions of the 
fundamentalists.  At the same time, two groups were set up among 
the priests and Levites, one, the Pharisees, to interpret the Law, the 
other, the Sadducees, to preserve the letter of the Law.  Both were 
fanatical on their given tasks and argued, in true Jewish fashion, over 
what was “correct”.  Indeed the system of “pointing” was not 
finalised until about 300 A.D.  We can safely disregard the 
“pointing” introduced by regressive fundamentalists and focus only 
on the letters, looking for the hidden significance of a passage rather 
than the academic structure put there by the Pharisees, who 
thundered forth “the Law of God” as a rigid moral dogma, and the 
Sadducees who regarded the writing as “the Word of the Lord” and 
not to be subject to speculation.  Between the two, and thanks to 
their differences, we do have a very good form of the original, on 
which, in private, we may speculate freely but personally.  There are 
dictionaries of unpointed radical words in which the writer tries to 
cope with the original but is still influenced by the orthodox King 
James version.  Let us be free of all this and, using the training so 
far given, do our own investigations, always feeling free to review 
any conclusions we have made as transitory, dependent on our 
overall insight which will be expanding.  Thus the two books cited 
can be mutually helpful.  We are not interested in any final dictum, 
the words are there to inspire, to evoke a response, not to instruct.  
“The Letter killeth, the Spirit giveth Life.”  This it will do in degree 
to that insight you have gained from the section on each Letter with 
its “key-words”. 
 

What to look for?  Please yourself, but names of people and 
places are often significant, particularly in the New Testament where 
we have no other Hebrew directly.  Remember that many of the 
names are purely symbolic and relate to no individual or 
geographical place.  We have already given a possible meaning of 
the healing at the “Pool of Bethesda” [see under Section One, 
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“Natural Religion and Beyond the Veil”, ch.5].  Any other incident 
or saying is equally open to investigation, while the whole Life of 
Christ is one great parable of the progress and function of Man in 
Creation as a whole. 
 

Refer back to the first two words of Genesis, both of which use 
the Letters BRA ארב .  The root formed by these Letters is also the 
root of the word BRIAH, האירב , the name of the second level of the 
Tree of Life, “The Creative World”.  We find that the Elohim BRA 
“create” the ATh, תא , the “essence of” the Heavens and the Earth, 
and that the Earth was formless and void (insubstantial), hence of 
the World of Briah. 
 

Regarding the New Testament, Strong gives the actual word 
used as a name saying “of Hebrew origin...” and gives the reference, 
which takes you fairly reliably to the Hebrew equivalent from which 
the word was derived, and there is no doubt that the original writers 
of the New Testament were Initiates of the Hebraic system.  The 
New is indeed sent “not to break, but to fulfil the Law”.  It is an 
inevitable sequence.  It has been well said that “If Jesus had never 
lived we would have had to invent Him.”  The New Testament is 
an essential Spiritual necessity.  Its existence is inevitable. 
 

A few examples of Hebrew spelling at random. 
 

םדא , ADM = Adam.  Used 22 times in the Old Testament, but 
with a change of pointing it is also translated “Man” many times.  
The root academically, means “to show blood, to redden, blush.  
Identical to “Edom”.  From the key-words, see why DM = “blood”.  
Add ALEPH to make ADM and sense the import of this word. 
 

ןדא , ADN, Eden, a basis, foundation.  It is also the base of 
ADNI, a Divine Name, the Lord, from ADVN, Strength, ruler. 
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רוא , AUR, Light. 

 
ןב , BN, Son. 

 
דחא , AChD, Unity. 

 
השמ , MShH, Moses. 

 
רבד , DBR, to speak (arrange a thought for expression). 

 
רהז , ZHR, to gleam, enlighten. 

 
הנפ , PhNH, Face. 

 
םימ , MIM, Waters.  םימש , ShMIM, Heaven. 

 
בבל , LBB, the Heart. 

 
םייח , ChIIM, Life, from  יח , ChI, Live!  Livingness. 

 
תמ , MTh, Death. 

 
You could work for a week on any of these and unconsciously 

the work would continue, so that a month later new ideas would still 
arise.  That is the principle of qabballah, the soul continues the 
investment of serious time spent on one symbol, and the rate 
increases if there is no strain.  Never try to force a meaning, play 
with symbols.  At first the work may seem laborious and obscure.  
Persist quietly and results will follow in time. 
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Chapter VIII 

 
Concerning Books 

 
 

All through this work we have emphasised the advantage of 
doing your own original research and still do so.  What you find thus 
is nourishment to the soul.  “What you borrow from books will have 
to be repaid” is a positive maxim in occult work.  There are one or 
two which have been written by “Knowers” as very distinct from 
those who pose as authorities.  NO books have been written by 
Initiates of the Golden Dawn or any other system on the practical 
use of symbolism.  Robert Wang produced “The Golden Dawn 
Tarot” with no trace of insight into the proper application of Tarot, 
and with a thunderous error rising from unenlightened 
appropriation of the system.  Wang made an apparently honest 
attempt to reproduce the Golden Dawn Tarot, but one serious error 
is the naming of the Trumps.  As used in the Golden Dawn, cards 
were not labelled.  The copies used by Wang are labelled -- wrongly.  
This is especially true in the confusion between the Knights and the 
Kings.  Rightly, the King is a seated figure, riding in a chariot on 
which only ONE wheel should be shown, a hint of Kether, The 
One.  He is seated to imply stability.  The Knight is a MOUNTED 
figure with the horse’s feet AIRBORN, not definitely grounded, 
because the Knights are attributed to the VAU of IHVH, AIR, 
Tiphareth.  The mounted horse signifies very clearly speed, 
intuition; whereas the harnessed horse with the chariot and seated 
King implies mobility with stability.  There is indeed a great mystery 
in the wording attributed to the King and the Knight -- intentionally 
so.  There is a vague reference to this mystery in the original 
wording, and the Knight is described as “King of the Powers of ...” 
in the official text but is definitely NOT the King of the suit. 
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Paul Foster Case has published a book entitled “The Tarot” 

which indicates that Case had obtained genuine insight by his own 
efforts.  He has produced a set of trumps based on the “Rider pack” 
produced by Waite.  It is over-ornate, his writing a little overdone, 
but reasonably sound.  His work on the Court Cards and the 40 
“Minor” arcana is negligible, though these 56 cards are necessary to 
work on the Tree of Life in Tarot. 
 

Case showed his insight by writing “The plain truth is that the first 
rule in occult teaching is that the pupil should be told almost nothing that he can 
find out for himself.” (p. 171 in the notes on Key 17).  This idea is 
upheld in the present work and emphasis laid on “do it yourself ” , 
or rather, “Let the Soul use you to do it by acting as if you alone 
were writing positively about your meditation topic.”  Active -- 
positive meditation. 
 

“The Sepher Yetzirah” translated by Wm. Wynn Westcott, 
published by the Theosophical Publishing Society, first in 1890 
[second edition 1893], contains much highly mystical work.  It is in 
two small sections, first the “Sepher Yetzirah” -- “the Book of 
Formation” and also “the Thirty Two Paths of Wisdom”.  There is 
a “Supplement to Chapter IV” and also a “Supplement to Chapter 
V”, both of which he says are of recent additions and indeed they 
are of no use.  He only included them because, as an old time 
Scholar, he felt it his duty as translator to do so.  This little work is 
well worth having, particularly the paragraph on “The Tenth Path” 
quoted above. 
 

“The Kabbalah Unveiled” by S.L. McGregor Mathers is a 
wilderness of words and has been the basis of many a jungle of 
words by other would-be authorities trying to cash in on the gullible. 
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Meditation is the breath of the Soul -- books are fodder for the 
ego.  It is the ego, the false self, that must be crucified that the Christ 
may rise and reign. 

 
What is written here is in highly concentrated form and is 

intended for constant re-reading.  Having read it once, it will seem 
much more intelligible the second, third or fourth time, and the 
section on the 22 Letters needs constant study and practise to bear 
fruit.  The last Seven Letters have been especially treated to avoid 
excessive romanticism on the Seven Stages of Initiation, which do 
indeed constitute a great revelation, but to those who are properly 
prepared it is “just natural” rather than the highly romantic version 
given by the wishful thoughts of various people.  Steady 
perseverance will bring you safely into port.  Strain will retard you, 
credulity will get you nowhere. 
 

You may get no great flashes of insight during meditation, for 
this is when the seed is sown.  They come while you are painting the 
gutter, riding a bike, trimming a hedge or some little job while the 
intellect is quiescent but the mind lightly alert, quite by chance. 
 

For a change try the “Rubiyat of Omar Khayyam”, the “Book 
of Proverbs” and the “Song of Solomon”, and the mythology of 
Egypt, Greece and Rome.  Maori mythology is good, once you get 
the hang of it. 
 

“The Phenomenon of Man” by Pierre de Chardin is a fine 
example of intelligent insight and profound meditation on his topic.  
It also sheds light on the term “within”. 
 

“The Secret of the Golden Flower”, by Richard Wilhelm with a 
commentary by Carl Jung, especially Jung’s part, is worth reading.  
However to make a study of Jung’s ideas induces an analytic self-
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assessment, pulling one’s self up by the roots to see how one is 
progressing, and this is harmfully egocentric, hindering the work of 
the Soul.  Because he went far but became fascinated with the 
process of Individuation, he never took the final step.  He became 
too academic.  His work has now been pounced upon by a host of 
exponents who write from theory and not from Knowing.  He has 
become a cult.  Better to leave his major works to the well-meaning 
psychiatrists. 
 

Books, generally are more hindrance than help.  No-one taught 
you to assimilate food, no-one need teach you soul-growth.  Both 
are natural processes.  In general, books are ego-fodder for both the 
reader and the writer.  Again, Pierre de Chardin in his “Milieu Divin” 
shows the quiet confidence of one who Knows.  He is clearly 
interested in “The Great Work” of the Creator rather than in the 
salvation of a petty ego. 
 

Self analysis, self assessment, self criticism, self aggrandisement 
all reflect the ego as the centre rather than the One Who manifests 
in multiplicity.  The One Life using every form to rejoice in His 
Being, the Essence of the joy of Life. 
 

“Go forth, and in every face greet the Risen One in thy silence.  
If he be awake He shall return thy silence.  If He be asleep, leave 
Him, for He knoweth his appointed time.”  For in His view there is 
no relativity of value, but a Unity of Purpose. 
 

Of the Seven Steps from AYIN to TAU, the individual can do 
little but respond to the evolutionary urge, but he can stand in the 
Path of SAMEKH, which epitomises evolution; he can quietly 
aspire, poised between NeTzaCh and HOD, recognising and 
respecting each but identifying with neither.  In one sense they are 
the two “thieves”, one on either side of the Cross.  In another sense 
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they are the mythical Scylla and Charybdis whose sweet-voiced 
Sirens lure Man from the straight and narrow passage by which he 
may safely pass.  See how well this myth ties in with our Tree of 
Life. 
 

Scylla was a steep cliff up which no man may climb to the top.  
The intellectual heights of NeTzaCh, Fire; Charybdis was a great 
whirlpool sucking down the unhappy mariner, HOD, Water. 
 

Let us compare the symbolism:- 

 
 

The Cross of Tiphareth and the Four Lower Sephiroth. 
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Using alchemical symbolism, the two symbols of the 

hermaphroditical Brass are referred to NeTzaCh and HOD, while 
in our system the planets Venus and Mercury are referred to the 
same Sephiroth.  If we translate the Roman to the Greek gods, we 
get the above result.  “Hermaphrodite” was the “Son” of Hermes 
and Aphrodite.  So stands the aspirant in the Path of SAMEKH, 
being both, he is neither.  The intellectual heights and the emotional 
whirlpool are real things, but neither is a goal.  In TAROT the sex 
of the figures “The Fool” and “The Universe” are not definite.  In 
them, duality merges in Unity. 
 

It would be well to study several versions of the myths in which 
these bits of symbolism occur, and versions vary a lot. 
 

And note that in the Path of PEH, MARS, strife, is ruler in the 
lowest transverse Path, while in the highest transverse Path, 
DALETH, VENUS, peace and love, is ruler.  You will discern a 
difference in the qualities of the Planets depending on whether they 
are in the Sephiroth (Passive, potential) or the Paths (Active). 
 

When the symbol of VENUS is drawn on the Tree of Life, the 
circle encloses the upper Six Sephiroth, while the lower Four form 
the Cross.  Thus does the symbol of VENUS embrace all the 
sephiroth of the Higher and the Lower Man -- as Love embraces 
All. 
 

When ISIS had “re-membered” OSIRIS, HORUS was 
begotten.  When the first Fourteen Letters are “re-membered” the 
Son appears in the Path of SAMEKH, the Seven Stages of Initiation 
ensue quite naturally, and are woven into the Life of Jesus in the 
Four Gospels.  While universal in Nature, they can only manifest in 
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each individual -- as the Son of NUN; Scorpio, the Eagle -- as the 
Letter VAU. 
 

Study well the Twenty-two Letters, their astrological and 
Elemental attributions, the Paths on which they fall, study well the 
Ten Sephiroth with their associations.  Do some elementary 
practical astrology merely to integrate the symbolism.  In all this you 
are “re-membering” your own divinity, as the “body” of Osiris. 
 

Dwell also on the three Archetypal images referred to 
ThiPhAReTh, 
 

A KING 
A BABE 
A SLAIN GOD. 

 
all of which appear in the Life of Christ, whether as history or myth. 
 

In the “Sepher Yetzirah” by Wm. Wynn Westcott the Path of 
SAMEKH is thus described:-  “The Twenty-fifth Path is the 
Intelligence of Probation, or is Tentative, and is so called because it 
is the primary temptation, by which the Creator trieth all righteous 
persons”, again referring to NeTzaCh - HOD duality shown on the 
previous page herein.  Obviously there is no moral or ethical 
reference implied, but the word “Intelligence” applied to every Path 
in the Sepher Yetzirah implies rather “awareness of” or “Mode of 
Consciousness” - read it as your will.  But recall that the first ten 
Paths are referred to the Ten Sephiroth, and hence are passive in 
nature, being rather “states” or “degrees” of consciousness, while 
the remaining Twenty-two Paths are active. 
 

What is the point of all this fiddling with the Letters and the 
“Thirty-two Paths of Wisdom”?  Every time you look at any of the 
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symbolism involved you are consciously working with those vital 
factors playing throughout the universe, with Life itself, rather than 
with mere philosophy, with merely academic concepts, you are 
enhancing your insight into the mysteries of Life, vivifying the 
“letter” of the bible, or any other form of spiritual expression.  You 
are gradually dissipating the substance of the Veil, your 
preconceptions, transcending the personality, the ego, letting the 
Self manifest through you, as It wills.  This it does in silence, very 
gently, in full accordance with the Will of God.  This It does in 
silence all about you, at all times, in all places.  You are at this 
moment reading this page at the Will of the Self, who thus seeks to 
work through you.  Self seeks you, you merely respond, let your 
response be joyful, free and unselfish -- and silent.  Speech is too 
often ego-fodder.  Silence!  At the close of each meditation, in a state 
of alert attention, “Be still - and Know - I AM - GOD”.  Then join 
the whole of Creation in the Great Incarnation -- daily life, here, 
now, everywhere, always. 
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Chapter IX 

 
In Conclusion 

 
 

If the real secrets of the Golden Dawn were now written, they 
would be rejected out of hand, even as He is despised and rejected 
of men.  They have been written in our bible many times, yet 
accepted by very few of even the most devoted of readers.  That is 
why, even in its rituals, the deepest secrets are only obliquely stated. 
 

“He was despised and rejected of men”.  Was, and is.  In the 
course of long training, some will come to read exactly what is 
written clearly for them, but only a few.  Most will continue to read 
them through the dense layers of preconception. 
 

If we were to tell a caterpillar it could fly, would it have faith?  
Many times, when the words are used in the myth (?) of Jesus, “they 
took up stones to cast at Him”.  On one occasion it is clearly stated 
that “He hid himself in the midst of them” yet they could not 
recognise Him.  We can only wait until, one day, we read them a 
little differently.  They are just too obvious to be seen, “in the midst” 
of us. 
 

“When they shall say unto you ‘Lo, here’ or ‘Lo, there’ go not 
after them, for the Kingdom of Heaven is within you.” 
 

“And I beheld a new heaven and a new earth, for the old... were 
passed away.” [Rev. 21:1] 
 

There is a new way of seeing, of hearing, of knowing, a way 
which cannot be taught.  Nothing in this book claims to reveal any 
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inner secrets, but to prepare the way of knowing, of direct 
cognisance, quite unrelated to the learning we use at school.  
Feeding you on words will not lessen your appetite for yet more 
words, you would always want more.  We aim rather to progress the 
basic concept of knowledge to a higher, clearer, unerring cognition 
of Reality, Direct, Unitive Knowing. 
 

Starting with the current level of human intelligence, using 
faculties now familiar, we can only offer a way of transition to in-
finite knowing.  It is our sacred right and duty to offer.  To confer 
it, is impossible.  A chrysalis can not be taught to fly.  The 
metamorphosis is Natural Religion.  Much easier than swotting for 
a degree simply because it is just that - Natural Religion. 
 

F.L. 
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UNPAINTED WHARE RA TAROT TRUMPS 

 
 

There was some speculation in the Order that Dr Westcott, 
original founder of the Golden Dawn, helped Dr Felkin to design 
the cards issued to 5=6 members of the New Zealand Temple.5 

 
The cards in question are printed in black on pale yellow card, 

measuring 3 inches by 5 inches. They are unadorned, without 
further writing or placement of symbols or sigils.  Each member was 
to colour their own deck and Consecrate the same as a part of their 
6=5 work, when the Four Scales of Colour was more fully explained. 

 
O.A.  

 
 
 
 

  

 
5 The cards were also issued to Adepti in the U.K. Stella Matutina Temples. 
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THE ELEMENTALS 

  
GNOMES 

 
We are all so accustomed to the presence around us of plants, 

trees, insects, reptiles, animals and birds that we take them for 
granted and do not realise how entirely alien their lives are from our 
own. They belong, in fact, to a different world from ours and their 
outlook must be from a different angle. 

 
But when we are told that there are other living creatures, not 

normally perceptible to our senses, we are apt to reject the idea as 
the survival of old fables and fairy-tales. Nevertheless, such beings 
not only exist, but are of vital importance both to us personally and 
to the conduct of the world at large. Without their presence and 
unceasing activities, the processes of life as we know it would cease 
to function. Let us examine this statement in some detail. 

 
Where does life begin and how does it manifest itself? 
 
Not so many decades ago we should have said that life begins 

with plants and manifests in movement. Now we have to realise that 
movement is to be found everywhere, in minerals in metals, in earth, 
air, water and fire. So, it seems profitable to think that there must 
be some form of life present in all the kingdoms of the world. 
Consider the element of Earth for instance. Here we find the 
foundation of all the forms of life with which we are familiar. But if 
life springs from the earth then life must be inherent therein. Even 
in the great deserts of the world there is some form of life to be 
found, it may be in those curious plants which we class as cacti, it 
may be in the multifarious forms of insects and beetles. At the 
opposite extremes from these we have the teeming forests and 
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swamps. 
 
Both these extremes have one common requirement – that of 

movement – if the earth is to support life then it must be kept in 
constant movement, rocks must be broken up, soil must be 
crumbled, and the various constituents of earth must be mingled in 
order to supply the necessary combination of the appropriate forms 
derived from it. 

 
Now, the expansion of these various movements rests in the 

hands of the gnomes. They are actually the living essences of the 
Earth and by their constant activity and unremitting attention they 
enable the Earth to nourish all other forms of life, directly or 
indirectly. In the old legends the Gnomes, Goblins, Pixies and 
Brownies are represented as guardians of treasure – as indeed they 
are. They guard the secret treasure house of life’s origin and their 
unending task is to shift and blend in perpetual permutations. To 
form the veins of metal, the matrix of gems, they must call in the 
aid of the Fire Spirits, the Salamanders, so that together they may 
exert an inconceivable amount of pressure; for metals and gems are 
the product of the compression of certain ingredients. For the 
support of any form of plant life they must have the assistance of 
the Gnomes and Sylphs since a plant demands moisture and air to 
stimulate its growth. The Gnomes guard the activity of earth and 
roots, but the Sylphs must reserve and supervise the stems and 
leaves as soon as they appear above the ground. 

 
Another thing that we find very hard to realise is that just as 

our eyes and ears can only discern a very small section of the 
immense scale of vibrations which build up the Universe, so also, 
our perceptions are usually aware of only those forms which 
approximate our own in vicinity. This applies to both ends of the 
spectrum. Our eyes cannot perceive the colours below dark crimson 
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or above the delicate pinky-lilac which marks our boundaries, 
neither can our ears distinguish sounds below or above a certain 
range. In the same way we are normally unaware of forms which are 
either extremely dense or extremely tenuous, although such forms 
do exist and may, under given conditions, impinge upon our 
consciousness. We know from observation and experience that 
living creatures can move through those elements which are 
somewhat less dense then themselves, and that they must be formed 
to resist the external pressure of their own element. A fish moves 
with ease through the water, a bird through the air. Animals and 
man being denser than either of these requires the support of earth 
to enable him to move easily in either water or air. But being more 
adaptable than either fish or bird, man (and a few animals) can free 
himself to discard earth for a long period. Man can learn to swim, 
but if he is to fly he must have some support.  The Gnomes, and 
certain other entities with which we are not now concerned, live and 
move with ease through the earth. They are so dense that earth is to 
them as air is to us, and they move through it without consciously 
seeing it although they are aware of its varying degrees of density 
and the pressure exerted, just as we are aware of wind. 

 
The human senses are not unlike stringed instruments which 

can be tuned in to a lower or a high pitch. Therefore, it is possible 
so to tune in our perceptions that we become more or less clearly 
aware of these extra normal living creatures. We know that the more 
any sense is trained, the more sensitive it becomes. A musician can 
distinguish notes to which an unmusical person is deaf, an artist 
perceives colours to which most us are blind. And in the same way 
a trained occultist becomes aware of the infinite range of life which 
is an active existence all about us. 
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SYLPHS 
 

As the Gnomes are concerned with all forms of Earth, so the 
Sylphs function in and with all forms of Air. 

 
Each order of Elementals has its peculiar affinity to what we 

may term the Middle Way – those forms of life perceptible to the 
human senses. The Gnomes work not only with metals and rocks, 
but also with the manifold types of living creatures which inhabit 
the earth or are closely bound to it – worms, reptiles, many of the 
beetles, and so on. 

 
The Sylphs are particularly concerned with birds, trees, and 

those plants which are fertilized by the wind. Their kingdom 
embraces Light, Colour, Scent and Sound – none of which could 
manifest without their aid. In man their correspondence is the mind 
and the breath. Of all the Elementals they approach humanity most 
closely and are, therefore, the most easily seen – for it must be 
remembered that we see with our mind. The external eyes are 
windows through which we look, it is the mind which enables us to 
see, hear and smell and collate our sensations. What is commonly 
called “Clairvoyance” is, in fact, the power (inborn or acquired) to 
see directly with the mind without depending upon the physical 
agency. It would not be very wide of the mark, to say that the Sylphs 
are the mind of Nature. As “fairies” they play a very considerable 
part in the folk-lore of the world and in the life of the child. A child 
which has never heard of or come into contact with fairies is 
deprived of part of its rightful inheritance. 

 
A large part of the work of Sylphs is concerned with the 

marvellous colouring which we see among flowers. They not only 
work directly over colour and scent of blossoms, they also avail 
themselves of their relationships to the mental plane so as to 
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influence man’s practical work in the plant world – a man like 
Burbank for instance – who concentrates his thoughts on the 
modification of flowers and fruits offers himself as an instrument 
for the use of these Elementals, whereby they can accomplish much 
that would otherwise be beyond their powers. The true occultist 
should be ready to offer his co-operation is such work, knowing that 
he is thereby helping forward the ultimate perfection of the Cosmic 
Harmony. It is not given to all men to create music, or paint pictures, 
or write poems, but practically every occultist can grow at least a few 
plants in a window box. Fortunate indeed are those who can and do 
work in a garden. 

 
The Sylphs are also very greatly concerned with the wind, and 

in that capacity they exercise a considerable influence over the health 
both of man and animals as well as controlling the fertilization of a 
great many plants. Almost all grains are wind fertilised, and it should 
be remembered that grain in one form or another forms the staple 
food of millions; but apart from that, wind is the great cleansing 
agent, although, like all the Elements, it becomes destructive as soon 
as it exceeds certain limits. We have not yet learned to realise the 
literal statement of a very practical truth “The whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth (that is works or toils) together”. Man’s 
unbridled lusts and passions are reflected in the conditions of 
Nature – Hurricanes, earthquakes, tidal waves, volcanic eruptions 
and great fires, are but the action of Earth to man’s greed, cruelly 
and blood lust. Let Man learn the Perfect Laws of Love and Nature 
will conform and be … 
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WATER SPRITES 

 
       With the Undines, Nymphs, Naiads and Merfolk we come to 
an altogether alien type of life. Man, by nature and of necessity, is a 
creature of Earth and Air. He dwells upon Earth, he inhales Air, 
accepting both as part of his daily life. Their living counterparts are 
his constant associates, even though they may be invisible and 
intangible. In many ways their thoughts and actions resemble his 
own. In the childhood of the Race and of the individual Gnomes 
and Fairies are accepted as friendly companions. But Water is 
different, it requires a definite effort for man to move on or in it. It 
is something inimical to be conquered, something incalculable and 
to be used with discrimination and constant watchfulness. And in 
the same way the Water Elementals must be approached warily as 
potential enemies, only converted into friends by the exercise of a 
firm, gentle, but un-relaxing authority. 

Although the Undines are akin to the fluids in man's being their 
correspondence is to be found in the colourless lymphs rather than 
the red blood - they are changeable and apparently treacherous, 
apparently, because they follow their own laws, but these are 
incomprehensible to the human mind, and their working is often 
incalculable. Almost all the Water Elementals are beautiful, graceful 
and attractive but if a human being yields to their advances they will 
first entice and then destroy him. In common with the Elementals 
of Earth and Air their preoccupations are concerned with the forces 
of growth. Water, when properly used, is the great agent for 
purification and fertilisation. All forms of life depend upon its 
presence, and without it the richest land becomes barren, but 
uncontrolled it becomes a terrible and destructive force. The 
Undines are very largely engaged in directing the rains formed of 
their element into channels where the Gnomes and Sylphs may avail 
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themselves of its presence. They are also concerned with the various 
forms of life which inhabit the water and it is probable that some of 
the activities which seem to man to be entirely inimical are in reality 
for the purpose of guarding their charges and maintaining the one 
balance among them. 

We must realise that Water is a negative, passive Element, 
therefore it tends to attract any positive, active object to it. The 
Water Elementals being the essential substances of Water, they 
possess this power of attraction very strongly developed. The old 
fairytales and legends are full of stories of human beings who are 
drawn into the water or who mate with water-folk. If the human 
successfully resists them he becomes the master over Water 
Elementals and can use their knowledge of the secrets of Nature. 

Water has the property of reflecting whatever is near or above 
it, and in the same way the Elementals reflect and intensify the 
mental processes of those who have dealings with them. Thus their 
friendship or obedience is of great practical value in the practice of 
meditation, memory, and certain forms of clairvoyance, but in 
whatever dealings a human being has with the water sprites, the 
greatest care must always be exercised. 
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SALAMANDERS OR FIRE ELEMENTALS 
 
The Elementals of Fire – the Salamanders – are much more 

difficult either to describe or to deal with. Man cannot exist, even 
for a brief period, in fire. In using the Element he has to take the 
precaution to keep it enclosed in some kind of receptacle, and if he 
is careless and neglectful, even for a few minutes, the consequences 
may be terrible. Fire, more than any other element, absorbs almost 
any material into itself and destroys everything in its path. 

 
The only way to check it is to use the antagonistic element of 

Water – for though man has experimented with various chemicals, 
still he has to fall back on water. 

 
It is very difficult to give a definite idea of the appearance of 

Salamanders – the clearest picture to be obtained is by watching a 
fire of logs (especially drift wood which is impregnated with salt) 
and good coal. Remember the leaping, writhing flickering flames of 
red, yellow and violet with flashes of vivid green; then recall how 
frequently a strange face, or form may leap from the fire itself, and 
you have an approximate likeness of the Fire Elementals. They are 
dangerous beings with which to have dealings, and it is wise to avoid 
all contact with them until the Student is sufficiently advanced to be 
able to keep steady control, not only over them but also over 
himself. In any dealings with the Elementals it is necessary to 
maintain an atmosphere of impersonal tranquillity. It is a cardinal 
tenet of the Order that magical practice should never be used for 
selfish ends even though those ends may be apparently good in 
themselves. In the same way the Elementals should never be 
summoned to gratify curiosity or personal desires. They should be 
treated as a general rule, very much as we treat animals – kindly but 
firmly. They are capable of responding with loyalty, but they should 
never be permitted to overstep the clearly defined boundary which 
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lies between them and us. Also, it must be realised that as they are 
pre-human therefore we must communicate with them by means of 
signs and pictures. Their language is more alien to us than that of 
animals and we can only translate our meaning to them, or 
understand theirs to ourselves by a method of projection somewhat 
similar to the cinema. Many of them have an acute sense of sound, 
and all of them react to rhythm. Therefore, Music, and especially the 
intoning of rhythmic sounds (which we call mantras) affect them 
strongly; and they are also sensitive to colours and certain forms 
which are akin to their own nature. 

 
It must be clearly understood that, whereas man is composed 

of all four elements and spirit, the elementals are almost entirely 
homogenious with only a slight tincture of the other Elements. 
Therefore it is easy both to distinguish one class of Elementals from 
another and to check the accuracy of our vision. An Earth Tatwa, 
for instance, may have a trace of water or of fire, but if any of these 
appears to an equal degree then it is wise to break off proceedings 
and return to banish carefully and start afresh. 

 
On the other hand, if we are using “charged Tatwas” then two 

elements are present and may be accepted. 
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DAILY RHYTHM FOR THE GRADES OF NEOPHYTE TO 

PHILOSOPHUS 
 
 

DAILY RHYTHM FOR THE NEOPHYTE GRADE 
 
 
On Rising: Neophyte Sign. 

“Out of the Darkness let the Light Arise.” 
 
Noon: “Lord of the Universe the Vast and the Mighty 

One 
Ruler of the Light and of the Darkness, we adore 
Thee and we invoke Thee.” 

 
Evening: “Fear is failure: be thou without fear for he who 

trembles at the flame and at the flood hath no part 
in God.” 

 
Night: “Glory be to the Father of the Undying, for Thy 

Glory flows out rejoicing to the ends of the earth.” 
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DAILY RHYTHM FOR THE ZELATOR GRADE 

 
 
On Rising: “Except ADONAI build the house, their labour is 

but lost that build it; except ADONAI keep the 
city the watchmen waketh in vain.” 

 
Noon:  “Let the Earth adore ADONAI.” 
 
Evening: “Let us adore the Lord and King of Earth, 

ADONAI HA ARETZ, ADONAI MELEKH. 
Blessed be thy name unto the countless ages. 
AMEN.” 

 
Night:  “O Stability and motion 
  O Darkness veiled in brilliance 
  O Day clothed in night 

O master who does never withhold the wages of 
thy workmen 

  O Silver whiteness 
  O Golden splendour 

       May the Blessing ADONAI be upon us all.” 
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DAILY RHYTHM FOR THE THEORICUS GRADE 

 
 

On Rising: “Let us enter the Presence of the Lord of Truth.” 
 
Noon: “SHADDAI EL CHAI, Almighty and Ever-

Lasting – Ever-Living be Thy Name, Ever 
Magnified in the Life of All.” 

 
Evening: “SHADDAI EL CHAI, Almighty and Ever-Living, 

blessed be Thy Name  unto the countless ages. 
Amen.” 

 
Night:  “O Spirit of Spirits!  
  O Eternal Soul of Souls! 
  O IMPERISHABLE Breath of Life!  
  O Creative Sigh! 

May the blessing of YOD HE VAV HE rest with 
us.” 
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DAILY RHYTHM FOR THE PRACTICUS GRADE 

 
 

On Rising: “ELOHIM TZABAOTH – Elohim of Hosts! 
Glory be unto the RUACH ELOHIM who moved 
upon the Face of the Waters of Creation, Amen!” 

 
Noon:  “Stoop not down unto the darkly splendid World 

wherein continually lieth a faithless Depth.” 
 
Evening: “The Father of All congregated the Seven 

Firmaments of the Cosmos, circumscribing the 
Heaven with convex form.” 
Let ELOHIM TZABAOTH be praised unto the 
Countless Ages of Time, Amen!” 

 
Night:  “O Vastness! Wherein all the rivers of Being seek 

to lose  themselves – which renew themselves ever 
in Thee!  
O Thou Ocean of Infinite Perfection! O Height 
which reflectest Thyself in the Depth!  

  O Depth which exhalest into the Heights! 
May the Blessing of ELOHIM TZABAOTH be 
upon us.” 
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DAILY RHYTHM FOR THE PHILOSOPHUS GRADE 

 
 
Rising: “And the RUACH ELOHIM moved upon the face 

of the Waters.” 
 
Noon: “His Glory covereth the Heavens, and the Earth is 

full of His Praise.” 
 
Evening: “The Voice of the Lord is powerful; 
  The Voice of the Lord is full of Majesty.” 
 
Night: “Immortal, Eternal, Ineffable and uncreated Father 

of all, Borne upon the chariots of the worlds which 
ever roll in ceaseless motion. Ruler over the 
ethereal vastness where the Throne of Thy Power 
is raised. 
 
From the summit from which Thine eyes behold 
all, help us, thy children whom Thou hast loved 
since the birth of the ages of time. 
 
Thy Majesty, Golden, Vast, and Eternal, shineth 
above the Heaven of the Stars. 
 
Above them art Thou exalted.” 
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RITUAL OF THE DANCE OF THE ZODIAC 

 
The founder and senior Chief of the Hermetic Order of the 

Stella Matutina, Doctor Robert W. Felkin, introduced many 
teaching and rituals into the Order to supplement the extensive 
corpus of rituals and instructions he retained from the Golden 
Dawn Order. Some of this additional material he received directly 
from his own meditational and magical work; some he received as a 
result of his work with the founder of Anthroposophy, Rudolf 
Steiner; and other material was obtained through teaching he 
received from a mysterious and disincarnate ‘Secret Master’, known 
as “the Chaldean” or Ara Ben Shemesh (A.B.S.). 
 

It was A.B.S. who instructed Dr. Felkin to write the beautiful 
little ritual entitled “The Dance of the Zodiac” and which we 
publish here for the first time. 
 

The Temple Chief of Felkin’s Amoun Temple, Miss 
Christina Stoddart (Very Honoured Soror Il Faut Chercher), refers 
to the instructions from A.B.S. in her private notes thus: “There is 
to be a mystic dance, the colours to be woven in and out like [an] 
Indian chain. As they do this the colours will interlace and blend and 
will go up in a spiral of WHITE LIGHT. Anything to be seen in 
this will be got when the Circle is complete.” Miss Stoddart 
observes: “This eventuated in the ZODIACAL DANCE for Outers 
and Inners, even for 0=0s (i.e. Neophytes)”. She also notes in 6 June 
1915 that regarding the completed ritual of the Zodiacal Dance 
A.B.S. “is pleased but something else has to be done.” 
 

In our previously published Volume II of The Lantern 
(p.106) Mrs Felkin writes briefly of their work with A.B.S. and of 
the Dance ritual, attributing the comments to Dr. Felkin: “It was 
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under these circumstances that you (i.e. Mrs Felkin) and ‘Suzanna 
[i.e. Miss Felkin] set yourselves to work out the Dance of the Zodiac. 
You supplied the words and music and worked out a colour scheme 
from the spectrum; Suzanna’a part was the combining of steps and 
gestures to harmonise the whole and express the unifying intention 
of the Dance. No men were available, of course, [because of the 
First World War] but you succeeded in collecting twelve of our 
younger women who came regularly for a long time. The result was 
surprisingly beautiful and very powerful in the magical sense.” 
 

Once the Felkins moved to New Zealand and founded the 
Whare Ra Temple the Dance of the Zodiac was also performed 
there for some years and both men and women participated. 

 
 
      D.P. 

 
Dance of the Zodiac 

 
All form a semi- circle facing East and intone in unison;- 
 

Holy art Thou, Lord of the Universe, 
Holy art Thou Whom Nature hath not formed; 
Holy art Thou, the Vast and the Mighty One; 
Lord of the Light and of the Darkness. 
 

All curve back into a circle with White Pillar in Centre. Lamp 
burning on the top; circle faces outward with   in East, arms 
interlaced, hands on shoulders; move round sideways, crossing feet. 
The Four Cardinal Signs intone;-  ~ # ^ ( 
 

We watch and we labour unceasingly; 
We seek and we hope; by the Twelve stones of the Holy City; 

156156141



THE LANTERN – Berashith 
____________________________________ 

 

 

By the buried Talismans, by the Axis of the Loadstone, which 
passes through the Centre of the Earth; 
O Lord! O Lord! O Lord! 
Have pity upon those who suffer; 
Expand our hearts, unbind and upraise our minds, enlarge our 
natures. 

 
At the last word they must be in their original positions; all let go 
each other and turn inward simultaneously, all make Saluting Sign 
and Sign of Silence, then stamp, each saying her own letter. 
 

~h !v @z #e $f %y ^l &n *s (o )j _q 
 
The Six Day Houses step into centre, backs to Pillar, facing her own 
Night House; The Night Houses step back so as to form a larger 
circle and they do the “You and I” dance but at the end as the Day 
Houses say “ Are we” the Night Houses sink down on their knees 
and the Day Houses stretch out their hands over them. 
 
The Night Houses rise; the circle is again formed with interlaced 
arms but facing inwards; this time they tread round, not crossing the 
feet; the Four Kerubic Signs intone;-  $ & ) ! 
 

Ha Kadesh, Ha Kadesh, Ha Kadesh, Shaddai El Chai. 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. 

 
Night Signs go into centre, crouch down with hands crossed at 
wrists round right knee; Day Signs make circle with finger-tips just 
touching. They intone sentences as follows;- 
 
# Behold in darkness lies the land; 
$ Let God rise. 
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% Suffering hath fallen like a veil; 
@ Let God rise. 
& Our Souls do hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
~ Let God rise. 
( Our tears flow down and we are shaken with weeping; 
) Let God rise. 
_ Ashes have covered our heads and dust is our portion. 
* Let God rise. 
! Woe, Woe, is upon the Land 
^ Let God rise 

 
The Day Houses bend forward after the sixth has answered and 
raises up the Night Houses without uncrossing their hands, the 
Night Houses are drawn back onto the circle. 
 
All turn and place their hands on the shoulders of the one in front. 
@%*_They walk round the circle while the four Common Signs 
intone: 
 

Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto Thee be the 
Kingdom, the Power and the Glory. 

 
They form triangles 
Fire Triplicity intones. 
Water Triplicity intones. 
Air Triplicity intones. 
Earth Triplicity intones. 
 
They tread out, the Day Houses Northern Signs in centre, intoning; 
 

Father Immortal, Eternal, Thou Who art One and Alone; 
Mother of Mothers Supernal, Spirit ineffable Son. 
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Stars in their courses obey Thee, Worlds rushing forth at 
Thy breath. 
Grant us Thy Peace Lord, we pray Thee, Life after Death. 

 
Form circle again facing inwards; intone I A O, taking one step at 
each letter and making correct gesture, ending with arms above 
head. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

Prayers And Colours 
Far too many prayers are grey or dim, dingy colours. Such prayers are lacking 

in the qualities of hope and joy which should enter into the very essence of 
prayer. 

 
See prayer as clear, pure colour, golden yellow or rose red, and you will find 

that you are filled with renewed strength and courage- or pure blue or violet and 
they become restful and peacemakers. 

 
Associate your prayer with colour according to the subject, and when you pray 

for a person think of the colour they need and send that colour to them. 
Remember always that “colours are Forces and the signature of Forces, and the 

child of the children of Forces art thou.” 
 

Such colourful prayers have magical power. 
 

       F.R. 
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EARLY STELLA MATUTINA ADMINISTRATION 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 

TITLES AND DUTIES OF THE CHIEFS 
 

Praemonstator - G.H. Chief, Finem Respice 7-4 
 
Demonstratrix –  V.H Soror, Quaere Lucem, 6-5 
Sub “                      V.H Soror Quis Separabit, 5-6 
Sub “                       V.H Soror Viam Veram Quaero, 5-6 
 
Imperator            V.H. Frater Demon est Deus Inversus, 5-6 
Sub “                      V.H Frater , 5-6 
Sub “                       V.H Frater Cephas, 5-6 
 
Cancellarius  V.H. Frater Deus Meus Deus, 5-6 
   V.H. Soror Quaero Altissima, 5-6 
   V.H. Frater Cephas, 5-6 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Praemonstrator. President of the whole Order. Sees 

Candidates for admission; receives the 
Obligation; prepares Candidates for the full 
5-6 Grade; gives lectures to the Second 
Order. 

 
N.B  NO personal instruction to be given to any member without 

specific permission of the G.H. Praemonstrator. 
 
Demonstratrix.     Teacher to all members of the Second Order 

and to those Members of the First Order 
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who have reached the Grade of 4-7. 
Instructress in Astrology and Tatwas. 

 
Sub -Demon - A     Send out Bye- Laws, Knowledge Lectures 

and Side Lectures up to the Portal; 
superintend examinations up to 4-7. Instruct 
junior Members up to 4-7. 

 
“        - B    Superintend examinations and assist as 

requested. 
 
Imperator           Governor of the Temple; gives lectures on 

Ceremonies, Rituals etc. 
 
Sub- Imp       - A       Drills Officers, superintends Ceremonies; 

settles disputed points of Rituals. 
 

“        - B       Assists in ruling and arbitrating as required. 
 
Cancellarius.      Sees that members do not lag behind or lose 

interest. Gives advice and assistance by 
correspondence. 

 
Sub Can        - A         Acts as Treasurer; receives all fees etc. 
 

“            - B         Reports to Cancellarius on progress of 
Members; corrects examinations; keeps  
minutes, address-book, Grade book; 
arranges Ceremonies and sends out notices. 

 
( Signed)    
Finem Respice 
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       LETTERS                                                                                                                
 
October 1912. 
 
 

During our absence this winter we have appointed the 
following members of the Order to carry out our work. All members 
who wish to do so can therefore apply to one or other of these 
according to the particular subjects in which they wish to receive 
instruction. 
 

In the ancient tradition and rule of the Order: V.H Frater 
D.E.D.I. i.e W.B.Yeats, Esq. 18 Woburn Buildings, Upper Woburn 
Place, W.C. 
 

In any points of Ceremonial and Learning: V.H. Frater Semper 
Sperans, i.e  Rev Will Reason, Hillside, Millers Rd, Brighton. 
 

In Astrology and Geomancy: V.H Soror Servis Liberaliter, i.e 
Miss K Moffat, 6 Pitt St, Edinburgh and V.H Soror Ad Coelum, i.e 
Miss Midgeley, Chelstone, Guildford, Surrey. 
 

In Knowledge Lectures and Side Lectures up to the Portal: V.H 
Soror Quis Separabit, i.e Miss Walbanke Childers, Tower Cressy, 
Campden Hill, W, who has charge of these M.S.S and will 
superintend any examination as requested. 
 

And V.H Soror Viam Veram Quaere, i.e Miss Maryon, 2 
Hurlingham House Studios, Blomfield Cres, Upper Westbourne 
Terrace, W (near Bishops Rd Bridge) who will have charge of the 
Rituals for loan and who will also superintend examinations if 
requested. Both these Sorores will do Tatwas with members who 
have advanced sufficiently. 
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Dates and arrangements for all Ceremonies: V.H.Soror R.I.C 

i.e Miss S.R. Childers, 12 Sloane Terrace Mansions, Sloane St S.W, 
who will also correct examinations and notify members if they have 
passed. 
 

And V.H Frater Cephas, i.e  P. Birchall, Esq., 85 Queens Rd , 
Finsbury Park., N. who is also Treasurer. 
 

Those who wish to pursue the work of healing will apply to 
V.H Frater D.M.D. ie Rev Father Fitzgerald, The House of the 
Resurrection, Mirfield, York who had also special charge of the 
general progress of Members. 
 

Those who prefer to have their Rituals typed can apply to Miss 
Midgeley and those who wish to have their sashes made for them 
can write to Miss K.M Fooks, Cottesmore, Brentwood, Essex who 
will do them for a moderate charge. 
 

(Signed) Finem Respice                                                                                                       
8=3 Chief 

 
(Signed) Quaere 7=4  

Demonstrator 
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47 Bassett Road,W.                                                                                               
24:9:15 
 

Care V.H. Soror, 
 

I think it may be well to give the three of you who will have to 
conduct to a great extent the practical work of the Order in our 
absence a brief resume of your various duties, this will I hope help 
you to avoid unnecessary labour and friction. 
 

Q.S. will as hitherto have charge of the M.S.S with the addition 
of those Inner one[s] which are usually in my care. She will for the 
most part supervise examinations (I will try to make out a list of the 
different groups of people before I leave and let you all have it.) And 
she will do Tatwas with those who are ready for them and who have 
studied the two papers on them. Servio and Ad Coelum have 
promised to help with those who are ready for their Astrology and 
Geomancy. I will post up6 a notice to this effect in the Temple giving 
their addresses. 
 

R.I.C. will arrange all Ceremonies according to the instructions 
of the Heirophant who has been appointed not only for his personal 
fitness for the post but because he has had training which enables 
him to conduct the Ceremonies and who is moreover a Sub-Chief 
and therefore fulfills the condition entailing the presence of a Chief 
at any Ceremony. Should he require any further advice he is 
instructed to apply to the V.H. Imperator or one of the Sub-
Imperators. R.I.C. will also correct examinations and notify any 
Candidates as to whether they have passed and when they can 
receive Grades. Please in this connection remember that Miss 

 
6 Replaced with handwritten “send xxx” - xxx being an illegibled word 
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Fooks, Cottlesmore, Brentwood, Essex, is glad to do any sashes 
required at the usual rate of payment. I shall be glad if you will give 
her name to those who prefer to have their sashes made for them. 
Also Miss Midgeley will do any typing on the same terms. 
 

V.V.Q.7 will supervise exams, coach those that require it, and 
do Tatwas with such members as are suggested in the following list 
 

Antrobus and Mrs Halsey in particular. 
 

I hope that all will work smoothly and that you will all do your 
best to promote harmony and avoid friction. My personal 
experience after ten years work is that this end is best attained by 
each one attending strictly to their own allotted duties and leaving 
others to attend to theirs - not even offering advice in the friendliest 
spirit unless it is asked for. In fact I would go a step further and say 
that throughout occult work it is a safe rule to follow never to advise 
or interfere until asked to do so. 
 

I am sure you all know how much our thoughts and prayers will 
be with you all in our absence. I hope also that we carry yours with 
us. 
 

Yours fraternally 
   

S.U.A.T. hvhy     Q.L. 
 
           Astrology & Geomancy 
Quis Separabit  Viam Veram Quaero Servio  Ad Coelum 
Burrows  Halsey   Antrobus Lucy Bruce 
Hopkins  Collison  Dubourgs Dixon 

 
7 Preceeding V.V.Q., in handwriting, is 10:10:12 is 10th October 2012. 
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Felkin   Pope   Hammond Shackleton 
Hammond  Nortons  Jones  Servers 
Miller Morison  Yates 
Jones   Symonds    Kensington 
Meares   Vir Jones 
Simpson  Hartley   
 
Miss Hughes must look after Miss Ludlow. 
 
E.O.L. must take general charge of all the Soc Ros people who are 
to be treated on special terms & not required to do side lectures & 
etc.  He must also do his best for Fielding Ould, Sorley and Sidley. 
Mrs Montague will teach Miss Wilson astrology and should be able 
to do horoscopes and help anyone she can.  Ad Coelum will do 
the horary figures 
 
V.V.Q is to take charge of Rituals. 
 
Avate Sorores 
 
[At the bottom of the letter, in handwriting, is “Duplicate Letter” 
then a series of handwritten letters/mottos including illegible 
characters.] 
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ADDRESS BY M.C. IN BIG ROOM ON RECENT HISTORY 

OF THE ORDER - 1954 
 

There are many orders and the circulars that are published are 
mostly about orders of mushroom growth. This order is probably 
the oldest in the western world. Occult orders have no written 
tradition; it is handed on by word of mouth from generation to 
generation. You have to know enough yourselves to be able to 
distinguish the truth which lies behind the veil. There is always a veil 
over inner teaching and history and especially over the names of 
those who belong. In my case my husband and co- Chief told me 
the history from time to time according to my advance. 
 

We are told that the origin of the Order goes back to Ancient 
Egypt. We can find reference to it in the Bible. The Egyptian priests 
cherished a great deal of teaching and wisdom which they had 
inherited from Atlantis. The Book of the Dead contains a great deal. 
As generations passed, though Egypt fell from power, there was 
always a group that held the tradition. New civilizations arose and 
went to Egypt for teaching, for example the Greeks (and among 
them Herodotus?) and those who were ready were initiated in the 
Great Pyramid. From the Greeks and the Arabs the teaching passed 
to the western nations as they became sufficiently civilized to receive 
it and it is from this channel that a Centre was formed in Central 
Europe, and it is from the mid-European Centre that we ourselves 
derive. 
 

In searching for traces of ancient traditions, another way of 
picking up information is if you are able to Psychometrise.  In New 
Zealand, however, singularly little can be learned in this way. You 
can see the ancient Maori and some of the elementals they invoked, 
for example, on the way to Poukawa swamp there is a rock which is 
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very strongly charged and some kind of being comes out from it 
before any very important event. I have contacted this entity. Also 
I should warn you that the old Maori tapus are still very strong and 
it is dangerous to meddle with them. In Europe, on the other hand, 
one can hardly turn without contacting ancient vibrations. When my 
husband took me to Egypt before the Wars, it had been practically 
undisturbed from ancient days. Some of the ancient buildings gave 
a message; most of them had definite vibrations and one could sit 
quiet and learn. In one I had a curious experience. We went up the 
Nile in a boat which stopped at various points and allowed us to 
land and visit the temples. One particular temple had a flight of stairs 
up to its roof. I went up alone and stood upon this flat roof looking 
out over the desert. I invoked the ancient gods – “If you still 
function, give me a sign.” When I descended a guide held out a 
scarab and said, “This is for you Madam.” In that way one can pick 
up a great deal of our tradition among others. 
 

It is 50 years a fortnight hence since I went to live with the 
Felkins. The aunt who brought me up disapproved of occult things 
and I was always in trouble with her unless I was ill and then we 
were great friends. I was looking for a job before this date and was 
told of a doctor, a queer man, who wanted a companion for his 
daughter. As soon as I got to the house I knew that I had come to 
the surroundings for which I had been seeking all my life. It was not 
for a few months that the doctor could admit M.P., me and a young 
doctor who was his assistant. This is because an Order, being a living 
organism, is subject to the law of fluctuation and is active and then 
dies down in alternating periods. Members leave, teachers are 
lacking, and it seems in danger of lapsing. There had been one of 
those pauses before I came to London. Then, partly because he had 
found me, my husband called upon two other members and asked 
if they would be prepared to start again if he could get authority. 
They agreed; he got the authority and got just enough members 

168168153



THE LANTERN – Berashith 
____________________________________ 

 

 

together to have a 0=0. These members got to work and transferred 
our drawing-room into a temple. They made pillars of the cardboard 
cores around which carpets are rolled; covered a box with black for 
the alter; our grandfather chair was the Heirophant’s throne. There 
were no rehearsals and there must have been a good many slips, but 
we had three initiates as officers and they made up for what was 
lacking. So the three candidates were admitted and from that day 
the Order has continued. 
 

The Doctor then said, “Now you must teach others.” I always 
had to teach. He gave me as little help as he could: told me I could 
do whatever I thought I could. He gave of himself to the utmost 
and had that most essential attribute of a teacher, he made you want 
to learn.  One of the three senior officers, Sub Spe, was extremely 
psychic, both because he was Highland and from long training, and 
he was an excellent teacher. From that time they went on collecting 
the necessary furniture and so on. We moved for a time to another 
house where a room was set aside for use as a Temple, and then we 
moved again to a new house which was the nicest house I’ve ever 
lived in. The top flat had been a billiard room and this was set up as 
a proper temple. It was nothing like as big as our temple here, but it 
was very satisfactory and new members contributed what they 
could. As I could sew I made all the robes etc. Another member 
made beautiful pillars, and another did the diagrams, while those 
who had money contributed other things. As more people joined in, 
we began to find our quarters cramped, so one member took a 
house nearby and kept the largest room as a second temple. Another 
gave a woven black and white carpet and eventually we had a very 
beautiful and complete Temple and wide membership throughout 
Britain. 
 

Then Father Fitzgerald was sent out to New Zealand and 
Father Rees, who were both members of the Order. Father 
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Fitzgerald, on a mission from the community of the Resurrection, 
came to Havelock North, and among his hearers were Mr and Mrs 
Gardiner, and after talking to him (and three others who went to 
him for help) he said “What you really need is to meet Dr Felkin.” 
Mrs Gardiner said, “If we ought to meet him we will get him out”. 
She was reinforced in this attitude by her clairvoyance, and Mr John 
and Mr Mason Chambers supported her and supplied the fare, while 
Mr Gardiner made all the necessary arrangements and attended to 
the correspondence. It so happened that the letter came after my 
husband had had a very bad accident and been told that he ought to 
have a rest and sea voyage, so it fitted in and looked as if it was 
meant. You pass the little house as you come here in which we spent 
three months. We had to turn the house topsy-turvy to arrange a 
Temple, which was really the dining room. Miss Spencer (who 
became head of Women’s Institutes) said she would cook for us; 
and she couldn’t cook but she did what she could (fattened us up 
on fried eggs! M.P). We set to work and made the robes and 
furniture (they had made the tunics before we arrived), and admitted 
24 members, six to the inner and the others as far as possible. In 
addition to which my husband and I had to do a lot required for 
higher grades. We left after three months of intensive culture and 
left M.P to carry on a little longer. 
 

In our London house we took patients and I had to lend a hand 
with the nursing, but we had two trained servants. One came out 
here with us (but left in about a year). I was the Doctor’s secretary. 
He belonged to many societies: he had been an explorer in his 
younger days and he lectured in the Royal Geographical, and I had 
to lick the lectures into shape. We did a lot of reviewing too and I 
reckoned on working 16 hours a day. As he was often ill I had to get 
up at night. We sometimes had the nursing nuns of the Soeurs de 
Bon Secour. They were splendid nurses but, come hell or high water, 
they had to go to Mass at 6am which was rather a disadvantage. 
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The First War came. When War broke out we [were] all abroad. 
The Doctor and I were in Germany, and M.P. and her brother in 
France. They got home on the last boat before transport was closed 
for troops. When we arrived at our doctor friend’s house in 
Germany he told my husband privately that war was to be declared 
almost at once and he was appointed to a hospital train, but he had 
been unable to let us know. Before this, a teacher who had given us 
a lot of teaching, told us that war was imminent but he thought there 
was time for us to make certain much- desired contacts. When we 
were planning the trips the Chief said, “Shall we go to Budapest, 
Regensburg and Ulm first, or Pyrmont. Then Dr Marcus took the 
Chief into his study and told him confidentially about war. He said, 
“I must go but my house is yours.” Our cheques were refused and 
we had given our gold to patients who had gone with us in order to 
get them into safety; and we stayed where we were for six weeks, 
and for that time we could neither communicate with home nor 
receive letters. We were quite kindly treated but had to keep within 
bounds or be shot at sight. It was a beautiful Spa and our favourite 
seat was by a clipped hedge, and one day the Chief signed to me to 
keep silent. He had lived in Germany some years as a young man 
and spoke German like a native, and he heard two men talking on 
the other side of the hedge. One was a pilot for the first Zeppelin 
and they were talking of the proposed invasion of London. The 
Chief had caught the name “Tower Cressy” which was a patient’s 
home, so he listened carefully and took me back to the house and 
dictated the talk to me. We were the last English to leave and we got 
away partly because a fellow explorer in Africa sent the money for 
our fares.  When we got to Holland we notified Kitchener, who sent 
a messenger for our letter, and he based the plan of defence of 
London on that letter. 

 
The War was a strenuous time. My younger stepson 

volunteered and was all through the War. The Chief was over age, 
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much to his resentment, but he joined the National Guard and his 
health broke down from overwork, and we wondered how to carry 
on. At this point we heard from New Zealand, offering a life tenancy 
of Whare Ra and a small fixed income if we (Chief and I) would 
carry on the Order. The Gardiners and a few others had carried on 
manfully but their own training had been so short and rushed that 
they finally felt it beyond them. It was the Gardiners who always 
took the leading part in getting us out, but the Chambers gave the 
land on which to build. First and last, it was the Gardiners, and 
perhaps Mrs Gardiner especially, who were responsible for getting 
us out and founding the Order in New Zealand. (Mr Gardiner acted 
as a son to the Doctor and if anything irksome or disagreeable 
needed doing he always took it on). As it was wartime, it was three 
months before our furniture arrived and we had to set to work and 
get the Temple really permanently furnished. I don’t know if you 
know that when we began we had to take all seven offices in the 
0=0 Grade. The Chief took Heirophant, M.P. and I the rest. 
 

One night I had a violent attack of gallstones, and had to be 
carried out. Another night a kitten got in and sat underneath my 
chair. We got quite a lot of fun out of it all. It was very interesting 
and all our pupils were gluttons for work. The difficulty was to keep 
pace with things, for once we were settled in it was astonishing how 
many people came to us from north, south, east, and west. There 
are only four left now of the original members and they have all 
been loyal members and devoted friends. They are old now and 
can’t do very much in active work. Mr Gardiner does a surprising 
amount, George Nelson can’t do any active work but still remains 
one of our most devoted members, and I would like you to always 
remember, if you care about the Order and have found it a help, you 
have to thank Mr and Mrs Gardiner. 

                                                                                       -M.C. 
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The Silence 
Entering into the Silence is the first step towards freedom. Lay aside the tasks 

and desires of daily life and wait in perfect stillness and tranquillity. Before 
long, the way will open before you, one step at a time. Fear nothing, go forward 

steadily in the faith that you are being guarded and guided. 
 

    F.R. 
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THE ORDER IN ABEYANCE 

 
 

H.O. 49 
 
 

Whare Ra, 
August 24. 1978. 

 
Dear Fratres and Sorores, 
 

This letter is addressed to all members of the Order of S.T., 
including members of the Second Order. 

 
It is with great great regret that we write to inform you that the 

Temple is closing and there will be no Vernal Equinox Ceremony. 
 
Those of you who have been present at recent Equinox 

Ceremonies will surely have been aware, not only of the lack of 
numbers, but also the lack of power, in the Temple. Those who have 
read their annual reports can scarcely have failed to notice that no 
new members have been admitted since 1975. Indeed there have 
been no grade ceremonies at all for the last two years or more. 

 
It is difficult for those who have made the Order the focal point 

of their lives to realise, and accept, that its particular method of 
working is no longer appropriate to the times in which we live.  The 
Chiefs have very reluctantly reached the conclusion that the Order, 
at least in its present form, has served its purpose and the Divine 
Guardians have withdrawn themselves. “May what we have 
partaken of sustain us in our search for the Quintessence, true 
wisdom and perfect happiness, the Summum Bonum.” 
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We wish to make it clear that the decision to close the Temple 

at this time has not been made for financial reasons, though it seems 
obvious that we could not have carried on much longer without 
selling part of the land in order to meet the rates. 

 
The disposition of the property, which is held upon trust for 

charitable purposes, is under consideration but has not yet been 
decided upon.  A meeting of members will be called as soon as 
possible to discuss the matter. 

 
   Yours Fraternally, 

 
  CANTATE DOMINO 

LEVAVI OCULOS 
A BEAU SION. 
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      49 Duart Road 
      Havelock North 
      23rd September 1978 
 
Dear Frank, 
 
 I write to to let you know that Whare Ra has closed and the 
property is likely to be disposed of quite shortly. 
 
 I understand you have some papers and other impedimenta 
stored here and I would be glad to have your urgent instructions as 
to what you want done with them.  If you have no further use for 
them I can arrange for their suitable disposal, in which case this 
letter does not require a reply.  Otherwise please let me know within 
two weeks, i.e. not later than 7th October. 
 
 I was glad to hear you had visited The Tauhara Centre at 
Acacia Heights.  There is much activity there now & we are about 
to build some more staff accommodation. 
 
  With kindest regards, 
 
   Yours sincerely, 
 
    John von Dadelszen 
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26.9.78 
Dear John, 
 

 Your letter came as a real shock – even after all this time 
though strange to say I had been thinking quite a lot about the 
possibility for some weeks with no contact with any one connected 
to “Whare Ra”.  I realise what feelings you must have and the 
amount of work falling on you at this time. You have my full 
sympathy.  I feel this is much more than a personal loss and the 
implications are beyond those immediately involved.  It is because I 
realised long ago that such an event was probable that I tried very 
hard to set aside personal matters and try to save the situation that 
I suffered a lot of distress – to no avail. 
 

 I say this without personal bitterness but with deep regret at 
the passing of something far bigger than any of us, a feeling I am 
sure you share. 
 

 I have no idea what papers of mine are there, though I have 
sometimes felt there could be an application for the various papers 
and I feel that “obligations” are now altered.  In this case I would 
like a complete set of R.s and the various papers which I would treat 
as I think you would wish and use only in the proper manner.  If a 
number of people accept such a responsibility perhaps a time and 
place for their proper use will arise somewhere.  I would value all 
such papers as issued to me and the impedimenta. 
 

 Thankyou for writing John.  I still feel part of the overall set-
up.  As I say, I have been thinking quite a lot lately about the 
possibility of resuming some sort of activity.  I know you will be 
very busy and do not expect much. 
 

  With kindest regards to you both, 
 
      Frank. 
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